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SIP Our ſelfe , I conceive, as 
ZR well as ochers, borh may 
and will, at firſt fight, 
wonder more then a lirtle at the 
title of this Dedicatory, and cen- 
ſureit, ifnot preſumtuous, ac leaſt 
farr ferch'd, by a ſtranger, by an 
English man, by one wholly vn-- 
knowne, neyther in a capacity to 
deſerue well at your hands , or ob- 
lige you by any ſeruice. All this 
notwithſtanding , I come: with 
confidence to your feet to. make 
my addrels, and with foe much 
the greater, as the pre-alledgd cir- 
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DEDICATION. 
cumſtances cleare mee of all ſelf- 
endedneſs in the cale. And why 
Should I not, ſyncel haue co doe 
with a Prince who is a cherisher 


of ingenuity , whoſe goodneſs - 


promiles an acceptance not onely 
beyond bur euen without meritr. 
Therfore T come as full of Reli- 
gious limplicity as voyd of com- 
plements , nor ſeek admittance 
bur by my ſyncerity, which aymes 
at nothing belydes gratitude and 
an humble acknowledgment. Bur 
how come I engag'd as to thele ? 
It I am not for my owne ſake, at 
leaſt for my friends: if not in my 
ſelfe, ar leaſt in my Country : if 
nor explicicly or perſonally ; at 
leaſt implicicly but yett really. 
| | With 
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With a ſmall treſpaſs on your 
Highnes patience lle cell you all, 
Ever ſynce you were pleald to 
grace England with your prelence, 
- many Princely expreſſions of your 


- # valueforour Nation are reported 


to haue falln from your mouth , ag 
indexcs of your affteftion , cuen to 
a more then tacit preference ofthe 
ſame before others. I dare not ar- 
tribute this ſo much to its meritts 
as your goodnes; but howeuer ir 
were, it is both honorable coir, 
and obliging to vs : out of the 
abundance of the bart the tongue 
ſpeaks. Nor Should we eafily haue 
belicu'd reports had we not leen 
them vnder your hand and ſeale, 
and in fuch rearmes as import 
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eucn a kind of paſſion both for the 
generall , and much more diuers 
s particulars, Irs inbred to Princes 
ro Compaſſionate the aft|iCed ; 
| | and with whart a deep refſentment 
| were you pleaſd to expreſs your 

| ſelke ro my Lady of G. ouerthe 
Suffterings of Romane Catholi- 
ſ ques cuen ſo farr , as to profels | 
4 ſo particular a kindnes for all thoſe of 
| \ that K ingdome, that, ſay you, I could 
be Content to ſpill my blood to aſſiſt 
| them , and contribute to theyr felicity 
m this world , ſynce theyr invincihle 

Conſtancy im Suffering perſecution | 
wakes them meritt an eternall Crowne 

1 the next. Theſe are your owne 
| , words and hugely fignificant. The 
| | | truth is the Caule of Romane rug 
[10+ 
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tholiques there is ſo clearly good, 
that no Prince of that beliete can 
doubt of it, but he niuſt rogeather 
doubr of his owne fayth, Euery 
ſuch Prince ownes this truth , bur 
not every one with ſuch a pro- 
teſtation : the proteſtation is glo- 
rious to you and encouraging ta 
vs. Why may we not then , nay 
why ought we nor Syr, in. a due 
returne of Ciuility take notice of 
it, by Regiſtring it ro the world, 
that ſo it may bear leaſt its owne 
Monument to poſterity it we can 
erect no other, 

S*. chis is one part of the Ac. 
knowledgment I am to make: the 
other is yett more Reall; as much 
as deeds are before words. You 
T4 were 
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were pleaſd not onely ro ſay much 
of English Catholiques but allo 
ro doe much for them : & this was” 
verityd by that noble ſupply of 
chaiity wherwith you relieu'da dil- 
trelsd Religious Community of 
that nation ready to ſink vnder the 
burden of its wants. If I could deem 
it fit ro give [cope to my pen, here 
is a large held and ample ſubjceet 
wherin to dilate. But I'dare not pre- 
ſumero ſound therrumpett, con- 
rrary to Scripture, to your almes 
deeds;chariry louing to {peakrather 
by hynts and intimartions then boe 
aſting language on ſuch a cheme. 
And theriare Madeſty bids me for 
beare to ſay much ,as well as grati- 
tude lomething, leaſt I may icem 
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eyther co flatter, or to begg anew. 


The Charity indeed was as ſignall 
as vnexpected , and as vnexpected 
from ſuch a hand as if it had dropt 
downe from heaven , as ſurely it 
did; 'a meer piece of prouidence, 
and aMaſter one of that greatMal- 
ter of the Family to his Religious 
Seruants. S* I pretend not hereto 
make a panegyrick of your ver- 
ties; that requires a more refin'd 
pen ; but yer neycher muſt wee 
shute our eyes againſt the Shining 
Sun though it dazle them , bur 
with reucrence decline che fight. 
Yett I muſt not omitt to re- 
fled. how - well you plac'd your 
Charity : among all the little 
ones of qur Lord who neerer or 
X 5 dearer 
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dearer to him then his Virgin- 
ſpoules, the nobleſt part of him- 
ſelke or his Myſticall, body , as 
S. Cyprian ſtiles them, and leaſt 
able ro help themſelues. Noble 
alloeuen asto the wor[d, and this 
renders theyr cale more Compale 
ſjonate : for what greater object 
of Commileration then ſuch na- 
bility in- a deep or neceſlicous de- 
Cay ; whereshameretards, as much 
as want preſſes , from expoſing 
theyr Condition , when cuery 
Common beggar can doe it with- 
out blushing, and Conſequently 
not ſo much ro be pitty'd. 

And hence, great Prince, ariſes 
ancthzr part of my Obligation 
and prelent engagement ; a Com- 
mon 
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mon tye of Spirituall intereſt 
linking mee and that Communi- 
ty ſo into a Common vnity, that 
I cannot bur deem its good and 
bad Concerns my owne, and be 
deeply Concernd in both, Obe- 
dience by my preſent employment 
{ for ſome yeares has enticled mee 
roa relicfe of theyr Spirituall ne- 
ceſltyes , as Charity and Compal - 
ſion did your Highnes to theyr 
j temporall. In this Spirituall in- 
tereſt I cannot but be ſenſible of 
theyrtemporall : and though the 
former alone be my Concern, yerc 
I cannot but-be Concernd for the 
latter , as the formers neceſſary 
ſupport, without which it cannot 


ſubliſt ; A ſpicicaall rye as more 
\ ” pat- 
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partaking and neerer Relating to 
charity, 1s,0r may be, equally it nor 
more forcible to engage one then 
the temporall : and this is a fur- 
thr ground of my preſent pre- 
ſumption. The firſt Addreſs [ 
madeasan English-man, and on 
the ſcore of my Nation ; this ſe- 
cond, asa Religious , and for theyr 
ſake whome charity obliges me co 
wish as well as my ſelfe ; and [ 
know *ir will be gratefull co them 

that I acknowledg the fauour. 
Hauing thus farr giuen ſome ac- 
count of my Addreſs, I muſt now 
apologize for the Preſent I make 
and that in more relpeCtsthen one. 
The firſt is its ſlendernes,for which 
ic may ſeem to reſemble the Wid- 
| dowes 


| through your Princely goodnes 
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dowes Mite in the Treaſury of ſo 
many rich Dedicatoryes as areand 
haue bin made to your Highnes. 
And I doe not mislike the re- 
ſemblance ; both becauſe tru- 
ly expreſſing its Worthleſnes , as 
allo becauſe as that , this nor 
withſtanding , found a gracious 
acceptance , ſo doe | hope 


will chis. That had nothing to 
Commend it but the Doners in- 
tencion ; if myne be not as good 
as hart can make it, I can onely 
ſay I wish it ſo. . S* I pretend 
not to preſent you with a piece 
of curious VYut , but a piece 
of home-bred Sanity : and 
hope I mistake not my meaſures z 


the 
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the former as from mee might 
ſuffer perchance its exceptions , as 
ſauouring alittle of vanity : the ſe- 
cond is but what becomes my pro- 
fcſhion , Religious, and thats be- 
yond exception. And, I hope, I 
do not dilparage Sanctiry by Cal- 
ling it home bred ; the SanCtity of 
our Iland having. bin in former 
times not onely th&ſtaple Com- 
modity, as I may ſay, of the ſame, 
but of Chriſtendome ; illuſtra- 
ting the Church of God with as 
many and noble lights in that 
Kind as perchance any of its 
neighbouring Kingdomes. I wil- 
lingly come vnder the shadow of 
ſanRiry, asleaſt [yable to ſuffer in 
the eſtcem of the good ir being 
well- 
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wellcom to cuery one that's 
oo00d :* Synce euen thole that are 
not Saints, yett loue and admyre 
them and theyr Sanctity, On this 
Score I confde it will not be vn+ 
acceptable , eſpecially ro - your 
Highnes, ſo noted a Patron of the 
Vertuous as well as Vertuoſi : I 


1 confide alſo neyther the Saint nor 


T shall fare the worle for bein 


| English. A Religious Preſent be- 


ſeems a Religious man, nor $hall 
] be taxd on cliat behalfe; and as 
I come with a great deale of (ime 
plicity , ſo I beg to be receiu'd 
with Cordiality , and I cannot 


fayle I know of my Requeſt. If 


1] I aymdatrarityes, they ought to 


be rare indeed if fit for Princes 
Cabi» 


DEDICATION, 
Cabinerrs ; but ayming at Sanc» 
ticy, the more ſimple it is , the 
more Commendable, a little of 
ic is deemd pretious and goes farr, 
nor needs it any aſcititious foyles 
to ſerc it off, Princes indeed are 
aboue rarityes,as cloyd with them z 
and it fares with luch, as it fre- 
quently doch withStomacks cloyd 
with dayntyes ; they'l feed more + 
ſauourly on acourle dish then on 
the choylelt viands. And to this 
purpoſe I haue bin inform'd from . 
no meane hand (and I Comfort 
my ſelfe not a little in it) that a 
fleighe Religious Preſent of a pic- 
ture or Relique of an English 
Saint will find a gratious accep- 
cance in your benignity ; and what 

elle 


DEDICATION. 


elſe is ic I here tender then a rotoh 
draught of a great Saint! 
Notlome bur niany will more 
then probably wonder at the lan- 
guage, nor ſpare to cenſure mee 
for Dedicating an English Trea- 
tiſeto'an Iraliat Prince: and thoſe 
_ alſo I muſtſarisfy, not your High- 
nes. To wit, cuery one knowes 
not your aduance, I may lay per- 
feftion , in the knowledg of the 
English tongue, nor has had the 
honour and fauour, like mee, to pe- 
rvſe your letters, in that language, 
the natiuenes of the phrale,the pro- 
perty of the expreſſion, belydes the 
ſpeaking and vnderſtanding parr, 
and all to ſuch a degree as 


few externs are wont to attaine. 
FX And 
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DEDICATION, 
And what an eſteem and affec- 


| tion for our Nation doth thisim- 


ply? or what greater argument of 
boch ; then the long patience in 
ouercoming all che ficulryes of 
tuch a thorny vndertaking for (0 
inconſiderable a purchaſe? This 
affefion, this argument , this pa» 
tience, bidds me confide, you will 
S* nor onely hauc patience with 
myne, but allo that it may con- 
tribute ſomthing to your Con- 
tent, And ought we not, in ſuch 
a meane Competency as our Ca- 
pacity affords, cherish ſuch an af- 


feRion in you, atleaſt giuca teſti. 
mony. of our endeauour ? 2 ypon - 


ſuch ntotiues as theſe, that which 
might [cem a decerrment i is to mee 
| an 


DEDICATION. 
an encouragement, to wit , its Car- 
tying an English face and ſpeech, 
in a word its being English. Ic 
will noc rellich werle but bercer, 
] hope, to your pallat, eſpecially 
ſynce your naturall appetite and 
inclination [yes ſo much that way, 
Why shall not T hope thar ar ſpare 
houres it may proue apaſtimeto 
divert your lelfe now and then 
by reading a Chapter of the fame, 
oreater perchance then if it had 
bin in your natiue language ? at 
leaſt I feare no juſt exception on 
this behaltfe. 

- As to the ſubje&t of my Pre- 
ſent, Iam ſureitis good in 1t (elfe, 
howeuet | haue menaged it z ro 
wit, a Saint and his lite, who was 
XX 2 , ſuch 
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ſuch all his life long, euen from his 
baptilmerill his death , neuer for- 


feycing, ſtill improuing the firſt | 


grace and Sanity , he receiu'd 
therin, This will appeare our of 
the Context of the Hiſtory by Sa- 
tisfactory prooffs : as alſo a fayre 


Perſpectiye of ſuch Chriſtian Ver- 


rues as make and; modell a 
Saint, and which well Copy'd out 
by imication will make the Prac- 
titioner a Saint roo. Who though 


| he were a Prelate yet he was a 


Prince alſo , as all Epilcopall 
Prelares are, and may ſerue fot 
a patterne cuen to temporall Prin. 
ces as well as Eccleſtaſtick, E- 
piſcopacy 'indeed Conſummated 
his Sancticy, but I may fay he 
Was 
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was a Saint before he was a Bish- 
op ; he. adorning the Myter as 
much as the Myter him :. and 
lo noble by delcenc , that no 
Prince need think it any diſpa- 
ragement euen on that {core ro 
propole bim to his ations for a 
lamplar of imitation. Of this great 
Saint I have drawen a Picture on. 
paper in black and white repreſen - 
ting all the lincaments and featu- 
res of his vertues and Sandctit 
that I haue bin able to diſco- 
uer. For the ſyncerity , inte- 
grity , and truth wherof I can 
onely (ay this, that all or the chiet- 
eſt parts and proportions are ta- 
ken out, of che authentique Re- 
cords of his Canonization, which 
SE 2 are 
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are not to be queſtion'd. This 
homely black paper Picture, I pre- 
ſjume , great Prince, vpon the war- 
rant aboue-mentiond , to preſent 
you with all : becaule it is blackit 
cannoc blush at its ownerudenes ; 
and though it be homely ; I doube 
not the favour of yaur acceptance, 
not forits merits but your innate 
goodnes , which rejects nothing 
thats good , as my intention at 
leaſt, I am ſure, is. 

Bur euen your Princely Good- 
nes {era ſyde, | come not altogea- 
ther at random -and without 
ciayme, nay I know not who can 
IJ:y a better. S* this great Saint 
cy'din your Domimions neer Flo- 
rence, and his Sacred Corps were 

; cn- 
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enterrd , ſay the Records in the 
Abbey Church of $. Seuerus neer 
old Florence: and how does this 
Sacred Depoſitum entitle him to 
= and you tohim ? If he depoſed 

isnaturall life with you, who can 
haue- berter right to his Written, 
life chen you 2 If your Aultars had, 


and harbourd his Sacred Reliques 


where can we more propperly 
Conſecrate the Efhgies or Votiue 
Tablet of his Geſts and Veitues ? 


If he went from you to heauen 


and erernall happynes, he cannor 


but recayne a gratefull memory of 
the place which Conſign'd him 
ouer to the ſame : and cuen from 
his Patronage , not. onely from 
your Highneſles, I promiſe my 
XX 4 {cle 
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ſclfe good ſucceſsin this Dedica- 
cory, This Congruity is not farr 
terchd, nor-forc'd, bur giues a kind 
of intrinſique intereſt or propperty; 
and I am willing to make vle of it 
to the hanour of the Saint,at which 
alone I doe and oughttoayme, 
Nor is this glorious Prelate.the 
onely of our Iland which has ſanc- 
rifyd your Tulcany with a holy 
death, and enrich'd it with his Re- 
Iiques. Another Saint, and King 
allo about the yeare 741. Richard 


| by name, Father of the Saints 


Willebald, Wunnebald , and Wal- 
burga Virgin , renouncing- both 
Crowne and Kingdome for the 
loue of Chriſt and a vertuous life,. 
after a long pilgrimage to holy 

Y : | places 
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places Settled in fine at Luca and 
there concluded the whole journey 
of his life with great opinion of: 
SanXtity; where he alio was bury'd. 
in the Church of S.Frigidianus, his 
Tomb being afterwards illuſtrated 
with many miracles, what euer me« 
mory may at this preſent remayne 
there of him and them. Sothat, 
great Sr., you ſee our fauours from: 
Tuſcany are not groundles, wee ha- 
wing two ſuch noble Pledges there 
of interceſſion : and who more pa- 
werfull then they , that is, then the 
Saints, when the Concern relates 
tothe glory of God and aduanca 
of Catholique Religion ? And 
give me leaue , S* to aſcribe, 
and I thigk notrashly , thele your, 
: XX 5 pre- 
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preſent pious inclinations towards 
our Country and diſtreſsd Catho. 
liques to chis Originall ſource , the 
Saints ſeeming to haue infus'd 
theſe noble Seatiments of a ftee- 
ling reſſeatrment which I meati- 
on'd before from your owne pen, 
and cannot too often reflect vpon, 
Theſe pious inclinations haue al- 
ready produced great, and good 
effects, of which we are molt ſen- 
fible, and for which we s$hall 
hould qur ſelues obliged euer co be 
moſt thankfull. | 

And now I haue ſayd all as to 
the Apologizing part ; what re- 
maynes to be ſayd further is onely 
this ; that your Highnes will 
daigne tO accept what is ſayd in 


good 
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good part, asalfo whatis humbly 
ofterd by fo vndeſeruing a hand. 
If ir be the firſt from an English 
pen the nouelty will in ſome orc 
recommend it , in hopes it may 
draw more after it , who will ſup+ 
pley for ity deficiencyes; and it is 
ſomthing to- lead the way and 
break the yce. If others haue, pre- 
ceeded-, (and I wish they may | it 
willingly for-theyr better merits 
. beggs admitrance, at leaſt forthe 
Saints if for none of its owne. As 
ro him, as humbly as hartily I 
wish you his Patronage , and that 
he may be as fertile ro you in. hea- 
nenly bleſſings, as he was heerto- 
fore to his country in ſupernaturall 
miracles; and what miracle but im- 

2 _ 
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ports a bleſling ? And Sr. while you 
haue thisPaper-piRture before you, 
if 1n the peruſall of his vertues you 
find any thing for your aduance or 
aduantage inthe lame, I humbly 
propoſe it to. your imitation, as [ 
doe toothers, The world.is wittnes 
of your endowments in this, but 
they muſtbe more then very good 
that cannot be better: nor isit any 
dilparagement ta be ſtjll improue- 
ingin the(cienceofSaints andChri- 
ſtian perfe&tion,to which each one 
in his degree andquality,be he wha 
be will, by chatEſtote perfefti of our 
\ B. Lord and Sauiour , is oblig'd. 
Whar is there prizable inthis lifes 
intercourſe bur piety and theler- 
uice of God, no bady being more. 

oe." chen 
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thent he is in that : and Whatim- 
prints this cruth more liuely in vs 
then che lives and examples of 
Saints ? wee ſeeing by what was 
done bythem,nor onely what is to 
bedone, but whar is felibleto and 
by vs. This is the thing Iendea- 
uoutd ro ame at in thisNarratiue, 
by inſerting reflexions co char pur-- 
poſe,and chiefly of the 4.Cardinall 
vercaes. as both propper and com- 
mon to all ſtates and conditions. 
And if yourHighnes or anyReader 
may be benefitted therby ro a due 
diſcharge of theyr incumbenc gdury 
in the ſame, I haue my-deſyre, 
which is no other then glory to 
God, honour tothe Saint, and ad- 


uancg of ſqules in vertu and piety. 
wy ATa- 
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THE LIFE 
| And Geſts of 
S. THOMAS CANTILUPE, 


Sometimes Chancellor of Eng- 
land, and afterwards Bishop of 
Hereford in the ſame King- 
dome, | 


PREFACE. 


t He lives and memory of di- 
$, vers Illuſtrious perſons ſeem 
= to carry no ſmall reſemblance 
7 with thoſe great Rivers, xi 
Whoſe names and greatnes are as gene- Gn 
rally frequent in the mouthes of men, as Tigris 
the particulars of theyr courſe and ori- z,. 
ginall ſcarſe kvowne to any. Nor need t««* 
we wonder it is ſo, eſpecially in the '** 
Saints of God ; for Sandity is alwayes 
built ypon humility, and with.its mantle 
throwds 
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$hrowds it felfe from the eyes of the 
world, never better content then when 
conceald ; and the profounder it1s , like 
the ſame Kivers, the leſs noyſe it makes; 
foe that none but an obſeruing eye can 
diſcouer its courle. And if this were 
true inany, it was, I may ſay, in our 
Glorious Prelate S. THOMAS CAN- 
TIL VPE, Bishop of Hereford; who,the 
greateſt part of his dayes, as he liu'd to 
the eyes of men a ſecular orderly but 
ordinary life, nothing extraordinary to 
outward appearance, fo they knew no 
more of him then what could not be 
hid, a great vprightnes, ſingular in- 
nocency , yYertuous Conuerſation ,. ſet 
af with none of theſe ſurpriſing Com- 
mendatoryes, Raptures, Vifons, Mi- 
racles, which vſually accortpany ſanc- 
tity. True it is, that the Common Le- 
gends haue left enough to conuince 
that he was a great Saint, and wrought 
many Miracles; Yett if we decend fur- 
ther 


wa 
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ther to particulars, we hall find that 
the greateſt part of what we know o 
him is the leaſt part of what we are 
ignorant, and all comptiz'd in a leafe 
ortwo, For though he were renownd 
both at home and abroad for his 
noble ExtraRion , Learning, Sandtity, 
yet he was little knowne as to moſt 
particulars of his heauenly life , and 
appeard rather viſible to the world in 
certain ſummary and compendious li- 
neartients, then in any exaR and diſtin 
expreſſion of each ſeuerall part or per. 
fetion, When a hidden Sanity is 
{ſcarce taken notice of, till it be blaz'd 
abroad with a full noyſe of Miracles, 
theſe ſo convince the owner to be a 
Saint , that no body needs to look after 
any other ptooffs of his geſts or vertues 
to atteſt it, andtherfore theſe latter are 
ſcarſe lookd after or regarded. And if 
a more diligent ſearch by publique au- 
tority had not bin made and left on re» 
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cord in order tohis Canonization, wee 
might Rjll have grop'd in the dark as to 
many particulars which 'iitrells vs : andI 
recken it among none of the leaſt pro- 
vidences , that an authentique Coppy 
theroff came to my hands., while 1 had 
thoughts of proſecuting what a devout 
Client of this Saint had to his honor 
rather {caroe well deligned then balfe 
finishd, 


SS $* 43 


times can haue no more ſettlementthen 


the waues of the Ocean in a ragiog 


ſtorme, In the which to ſteer ſuch'an 


ouch 


S. Thomas Cantilupe, C | 


eeuen courſe as to runn vpon no rock 
of offence., argues a great deale of pru- 
dent dexterity 1n the Pilot; nor indeed 
was there found an enuy ( which yer 
neuer ſpares. vertue , eſpecially the 
highe&), which durſt faſten tooth on 
this B. man. Which may well be num- 
bred awong none of the leaſt of his 
mixacles wherwith it pleal'd Alm. God 
to honour him ; which were ſo conſpi- 


Cuous both as to multitude and quality, 
. that he may with rearſon beare the name 


of Thaumatourge , or wonder. worker 
of the werſterne Church. 

| Now he being, as I may ſay, the 
Darling Saint o his age , foe highly 
reuerenc'd by all conditiogs , why no 
learned pen shoyld fer forth his yer- 
tues and interiour perfeRions, as well as 
pencill paynt his exteriour Lineaments, 
1 can ſay no more, but that thoſe a&iue 


times more employd with {words then 


books , had ngt the Conuenience to 
| A 3 pci» 
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performe this duty to ſo great a merit: 
Or that they thought ic nor ſo confide- 
rable in thoſe dayes to preſerue his me- 
mory ; in ink and paper, as in monu- 
ments of braſs and marble. Which ho- 
nour was fo fully payd our deſerving 
Saint by pious antiquity , that one of 
theſe latter writers eyther out of a cri- 
ticall or perhaps more moderate mo- 
tiue, ſpeaking of his Tombe in the Ca- 
©:-b4, thedrall Church of Hereford, affirmes, 
'  thatin former times the place and our 
B. Saint Thomas was held in fo high 
Veneration, thar it did almoſt eclipſe 
the glory of the King and Martyr Saint 
Ethelbert, in whoſe honor the ſayd Ca- 
thedrall had bin built many yeares be. 
fore, and dedicated to him as to a titular 
Patrone and ProteQour, at the expenſes 
of Milfrede a man of great Command 
and power in thoſeparts. 
But thoſe zcalous and Religions 


times were not more forward to ſett vp» 
| trophees 
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trophees ofpiery , then our unfortunate 
age hath bin to pull downe and ruine 
them. Impiety and errour , vnſeparable 
twinns , borne at one birth, and which 
cuer goe hand in hand togeather , hate 


. nothing more then light , which makes 


them ſee what they moſt abhorr , 
theyr owne Uglynes, and the beauty of 
vertue : to auoyd both, theyr deſire is to 


; bury themſelues and the world in dark- 


nes. They hauenot hands long enough 
toreach heauen, yer doe theyr vtmoſt, 
with as much folly as fury , to blot out 
thoſe names on earth which ſtand vpon 


. record in the book of life. In fine theyr 


malicious attempts haue no other efteR, 
but to make us digg under ruines for 
trealure; and, as they were wont to 
gather theyr gold in Spaine and Barba- 
ry, they fe vs topick yp hereand 
there a graine out of {and and gravell. 
Howeuer what concerns the life of our 
glorious. Prelate, $, Thomas Cantilupe, 
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nothing shall be produc'd even. in; the. 
midſt of this confukon, and darknes, 
which is not warantable both by Ec- 
clefiaſticall and profane hiſtory , and. 
eſpecially by the vndoubted record of 
his Canonization, Where beſydes a 
large liſt of his Miracles, an exa& bur 
$short ſummary of his vertues is amply 
depoſd by ſeuerall witneſſes : which 
though it ;giue vs not a-full narrative of 
the ſame, yet affords ſufficient grounds, 
as Will be shewd heerafter in the 21. 
Chap. to build an indubitable humane 


| beliefe of theyr truth, 


It it be neceſſary to giue an account 
of my undertaking this task , I shall 
onely offer for motiues : firſt, my deuo- 
tion to Gods Saints, and one ſo vniuer- 
ſally beneficiall and deſerving ; in the 
honouring of whome God is honoy- 
red, and 1n this age eſpecially in which 
many make it apart of theyr ſanity to 
valaint Saints, 2, a delyre through 
Wa” relpeR 
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| reſpe&to my friend, to take vp a de” 


figne laudably by him begun, and cher- 
fore, Ll hope, not vnlaudable in its pro- 
ſecution, But chiefly to vindicare the 
pious memory of the Saint, and preſerve 
It in a due veneration among the faith- 
full , which by continuall Miracles pre- 
ſeru'd it ſelfe fo long as they faythtully 
venerated him, His Tombe then was a 
monument able to preſerue the memory 
of him ; now we muſt endeauour to 
erect another able to preſerue the me- 
mory of it, the graces receiu'd requiring 
this gratitude : hoping that as his hon- 
our and veneration fel] with the laſt, 
(for it laſted as long as did the Catho- 
lique Religion in our land) fo it will 
riſe with the firft in its reſtauration , 
when euer it shall pleaſe god in his mer- 


cyto ſend that happy houre, 


As TICHAP- 
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The time and Circumſtances 'of 
| his birth, 


2 5 He Church of God ſince the 
1; primitive times of Chriſtianity 
=) {carce euer flourish'd vnder a 
happyer Conſtellation of Saints then in 
the thirteenth Age, when converſa- 
tion with heauen was not confin'd to 
caues and deſerts, but found admittance 
both in Cittyes aud Courts, When 
Chriſtian humility fate as well upon the 
thrones of Kings as in Cells of Ermites; 
and true pouerry of ſpirit knew how 
to veſt it felfe as in ſackcloath ſo in 
purple. This was the age ( and it was 
a golden one in this reſpet) when 
Virginity was preferu'd and florishd 
not onely in the Sanfuaryes and en- 
cloſd gardens of Religious Cloyſters, 
| but , like' a lilly among thoraes , 
, ] th. 
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549. in the very midſt of word'y delights & 
mes greatnes , even in the ſtate of wedlock 
Cure and higheſt fortune, Then it was whea 
ET Princes had no other intereſt of ſtate but 
Xin= the Glory of God, nor any other ambi- 
$*© tion but to dilate his Kingdome, which 
An. they endeauourd at the expenſes of 
»«l, theyr Crownes and. lives , and werg 
32+ mare ewployd in fortifying theys coun- 
try with Rehgious Conugats then farts 
and Cittadells, When they held it a 
greater ſtrength and honour to theyre 
Royall Familyes to eſpouſe theyr.daugh- 
ters to Chriſt Crucityd , inthe greateſk 
rigour of Pennance and poverty, then 
to fee them ſeated on the higheſt 
Thrones of Monarchs. When infing 
thoſe two great Patriarghs, S. Dominick 
and S. Francis , peopled the world with 
{o many quires of Angells, and broughs 
Fuangelicall perfe&ion out of vn- 
knowne retyrements and ſolitudes to 
the Common habitation of men, 
| Qurs 
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Our country of England, thoogh 
ſeparated by nature from the reſt 
the world was not excluded from that 
Viiiuerſall influence of deuine grace 
wherwith it pleale'd God tobleſs thoſe 


times, The blood of the glorious Martyr 
S$. Thomas of Canterbury, as the true 
ſeed of the Catholique Church , was 
Not ſpilt in vayne ; and being imthis age 
yet fresh and warm, brought forth 


ſpeciall fruit both in Lay and Clergy. 


But in all none more eminent then 


another S. Thomas, another Chancellor 
of England, another Prelate, another 


Chanipion of Ecclefiaſticall libertyes 
'znd though not flayne by the ſworde, 
yet loft his life in the cauſe. Thus the 


mercy of God'powr'd downe ſweet 


'showers of devine” bleſſings upon that 
'Kingdotne by the mirits of his H, Mar- 
'tyr: yet his iuſtice layd nor downe the 
{word of due reuenge for that bloody 
facriledge, nor was it yer fatisfyed 


with 
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with the perſonall diſaſters of that. vn 
fortunate King, Henry the ſecond, who 
having found as many Abloloms as he 
had Sonns , ready to tcare the Crowne 
from his gray hayres, and to bury him 
aliue, who had giuen them life ; after he 
had ſeen two of them lead him the way 
to his graue , followd not long after, 
and left the other rwo his Curſe for in- 
heritance ,of which they had each one 


theyr share by lucceſſion, 


The former of whome was Richard 


the firſt , third Sonn of the aforeſayd 


King, who though otherwiſe a valiant 


and great Prince aad therfore ſurnam'd 
Cur deLion,; yet for that curſe entayld 
ypon him by his father,(and much more 
if there were true cauſe of deſeruing 
it) had his Crowne torne from his head 
by a violent and vatimely death. And 
that it might not fallto a more innocent 
hand, left nochild, but a brother farr 
worle then himlelle ; who, that his 
| royall 
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royall purple might be of a more laſtin 
tinQure, gaue it the ſecond dye wal 
the blood of his Nephew Arthur, nexs 
heyre by birthto the Crowne of Eng- 
land, as Sonn of Geffrey Earle or Duke 
of little Britannie in France ., which 
Geffrey was fourth Sonn of Henry the 
ſecond King of England. 'And though 
it 15 not certaine that Arthur , was mur« 
derd by his Vncles owne hands , as the 
French do tell ys yet all agree, that Ar- 
thur was put in priſon in Rouen by his 
yncle King John, and never appeard af- 
ter : the manner of his death is beſt 
knowne to God alone, before whole in- 
vilible eyes all things lye vifible. How- 
euer King John fitt Sonn of Henry the 
{ſecond and ſurnam'd Sans terre , makes 


the land his owne, and on this wrong 
builds all his right , which he euer man- 
nag'd withan equall cenour,as weakly as 
wickedly, Till at laſt calld to an ac- 
count by a ſtranger for oppreſling his 


country, 


ce 
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country , tefcthe world like an Outlaw, 
and a poore *thild ro 'pay bis forteyt. 
Who, though otherwiſe ttroſt mnocent, 
could not #}rogentirer plead not-guilty, 
being he-chaymi all his right trom fo 
grear'\mjuſtree, 

- - In the midſt of this difmall and dark 
cloud vur morning arr firit appeard: 'in 
the higtte of this horrid ftorme which 
threatned no lefs then a totall deſtruc- 
tion of the nation , it pleafd Godto giue 
a pledg of attonement between heaucn 
and'earth, tobleſs rhe world with our 
glorious S. THO* AAS CANTILUPE, 
as a Raynebow after a deluge of blood 
and miſery : ' whoſe birth notlike'ano+ 
ther Benjamin'purcbafd'bis life with his 
Mothers death , but finding his country 
in Agony reſtord hie. Neyther was he 
onely a'Common benefitt 'and happy 
prelage to the'plublique,, but a fpeciall 
ble{ling and reward of his fathgrs loyal- 
ty ; Who'when the greateſt part and 
| power 
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power, of the kingdome, eyther ort of 
perfonall offence, and hatred,ot the de- 
caſed king would yett purſue him in his 
image, orled by intereſt , the common 
Idoll of the world, thought fit to com- 
bine with the ſtronger party, andraithee 
adore the prevalent might and fortune 
of an a inuading torraigner, then to 
ſupport the weaknes both in yeares, and 
forces of theyr ratwe Prince. .Yett 
William lord Cantilupe , father ct our 
glorions Saint , lookd vpon the preſent 
ſtare of chings with another eye, and 
was refolu'd to lay downe his lite and 
fortune at the feer of wſtice leauing the 
euent to the diuine ballance ; whether 
he ſtood or fell being ſecure of vitory, 
which euer crownes them who facit- 
fice them ſelues to truth and loyalty. 
Whertore as aper{on ot eminent a bility 
and honour, he giues ſtrength to the 
berter bur lefler party ; and as he ever 
-maintaynd his fayth 1nwolable ro the 
$2 B father, 
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fa her, though a Prince of moſt ods 
\ 

ous and lawleſs goverment, hecould 
neuer forgett the reſpeR of ſoveraignty 
{o he continu'd the lame vnto the tonn 
with ail che diſaduantage of humane 
intereſt, 


The Barons with theyr French 


* Proteftour were not only maſters of 


the field beth in ſtrength and number, 
but alſo many months poſleſs'd of the 
head Citty of the Kingdom; a thing 
euer held of higheſt conſequence, as 
bemg the ordinary refhdence and Court 
ot Kings, & wholoeuer winns it ſeems 
ty weare th: Crowne. The little kin 

at nine yeares of age, being lollemaly 
Crownd at Glaceſter, was in a manner 
C oaftind to.that Citty and other rwo, 


. Briſtow and Worceſter : though ſome 


ether particular places and Caſtles in 
{cuerall parts of the kingdome ſtood 
firmly to him. And chiefly Lincolng 
Which was aur Orleans, where a lady, 
aob 
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for inferiourto the french sheepardeſs 
in Courage, as 5he was farr aboue her 
in birth and quality , detended the Caf- 
tle of Linceine the ſpace of a whole 
yeare againſt Gilbert de Gant, aprime 
Commander of the french fturces, 
though he had poſſe{ſd himſelte of the 
Towne, and preſfd the Caftle with a 
vigorous ſiege, The kings honour, 
Beſydes his intereſt- was Conceiu'd ta 
benotaliticle Concern'd in the reliefs 
of {o much fidelity, efpectally of fo rare 
and ynufuall-example in the weaker 
fexe, The Lord Cantilupe therfore 
with other Nobles ot the Royall party, 
accompany*4likewife by the legate of 
the ſce Apoſtolique, with what power 
they could make, marchd forth vpon 
this deſigne. Being arriu'd within 8, 
miles of Lincolne , they- all Confeſid 
and receiud the holy Euchariſt , wigh a 
plenary Indulgence which the —_ 


granted them,and follemnly declard the 
Ba _Adueria 
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aduerſe fation ſeparated from the, 
Communion ot the holy Catholique 
Church, 

Thus armd and encovragd trom 
heaqea thzy tall on with ſuch irrclſti- 
blz vialence,that though the defendants 
exceeded the allaillaats. farr in number, 
be!ydes the aduantage of theyr walls 
and trenches , the Towne was ioon. 
gd withatortall defeat of the Enemy, 
THOMAS Earle of Perche, a perſon 
ot higheſt nodihty and Command 1n, 


"the Barous army , allyd to both the 


Crownes ot England and France, 
being wich many others ſlaine vpon 
the place, belydes 14. Earles and Ba- 
roas, and 400, knights withtheyr fer- 
uan s, horſe and foot, taken preſoners. 
This vidory cutt the finewes of the 
Baroas contederacy , and blew off all 
torraigne ftormes from our English 
Coait : the trench Prince thinking fitt 
at laſt to loo, back vpoa a late retreat, 
and 


S, Thomas Cantilupe: Cr 
and to quitt anothers right not to loſe 
his owne. In fine our young king was 
ſo ſettled heerby in his throne, that 
from this day no rebellion durſt prefu- 
me vpon the minority of his yeares, nor 
attempt his Fortune. And tor the ſpace 
of 34. ycares as long as Wilham Lord 
Cantilupe, S. THOMAS his father 
lIiu'd,no man had the power or Coura- 
ge to make head againſt him, 

Thete happy tidings well-comd S, 
THOWAS into the world, or rather 
he broughtthem with him : thele Lau» 
rells of vitory crownd the Cradle of 
our holy latant ; or rather he was giuen 
from heatfen as a Crowne of his fathers 
loyalty and as a pledge ot the divine 

rotetion ouer the. httle king ,, who 
though a child was better read then 
moſt men in that maxime of wildowe , 
that crownes and kingdomes are di{- 


poſd and ſwayd by the hand of God, rr. 
Andchertore ſeeing  himfelte et the 3 26 


B.3 fiz (t 


28 The Life JT gefts of 
firſt ftepp into his throne, ſo ſtrongly 
oppold or rather thruſt out by the v1o- 
lence of a forraigne Aduerfary , and: 
faction of his native people, Could 
Fenr. think of no other refuge but God. And 
K'4i8- as an Authour of credig writing of thoſe 
4: en times, recounts , he berook himlſclte 
uh. to little Ieſus in his Virgin Mothers 
Angli« lapp, and with as innocent as ſweet a 
# confidence » preſents his Petition 1n 
' theſe words;  Rogote puerum Regem, 
» Yt meRKegem puerum de cxtero regas 
»» & defendas.,,l beſcech thee who art a 
king and child, gouerne and detend me 
henceforth who ama king and Child, 
That this petition was not invayne , is 
ſufficiently manifeft by the event and 
ftrange overthrow of ſuch powerfull 
defignes, which could be onely con- 
trould by the hand of God. Neyther 
did the divine mercy make a ſtopp heers 
but gaue a further aſſurance of his holy 
protection by the happy birth of S. 
THOMAS 
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THOMAS Cantilupe, who was not 


onely apreſage of betrer times, but in a 
particular manner defignd for a mains 
ſupport and ſtrength both to king and 
kingdome in the higheſt (ſcat of gover« 
ment, and to be a mirrour of whtice 1n 


both Tribunalls of church aad Rate. 


IT. CHAP TER. 


Oc the Parents and deſcent of 
S. THOMAS. 


Obility, hough in the moſt ciuilizd 
JL. Y Nations it hath ever had a ſpeciall 
prerogatiue inthe generall conceyt of 
men, yett with this abatement and re- 
triton, that the wiſer ſort never 
lookd vpon it otherwiſe then an ex- 
erinſecall and boriowd light, *hining 
more by the reflexion of others delents, 
then any worth inirſclfe, Which well 


intetprets that ancient cultome of the 
B4 Remane 
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}- omane Nobility , who wore the ſign 
rc of a Moone vpon theyr $shoe, as a 
d1{tinAue mark of theyr rank and qua- 
ty. Neyther had that golden Grall- 
hopper any other meaning, which the 
Gentlemen of Athens wore vpon theyr 
garments as abadg oft honour , but to 
aimonish them that Nobility though it 
ſeemd a fſpecious and glittering thing, 
2ett was but a meer ayry and idle fancy, 
f, ike the (illy graſſhopper, chey con- 
rented themleltes ro fing and chant 
the ” Anceſtres renowne and greatnes, 
and would not take the paynes to lay 


pp ſtore, and make then felues a ſtock 


of true worth and honour by" theye 
owne induſtrious and noble actions, 
Vertue lite the funn shines with its 
ownelght, and needs no fupply from 
any other: lines nct with the breath 
ot others fame, nor rakes vpp honour 
out of dead mens ashes. 

It may lcem therfore a very vnnes 


cellary 
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ecfſary if not prepoſterous diligence; 
to be inquiſitive of the pedigrees of 
Saints, whole purity and holynes of 
lite hn raild them aboue all the highe 
offlesh and blood, and by a ſtrange 
adoption made thee brothers and hſters 
and mothers of God himſelte. Neuer- 
the leſs it che wildome of God allowes 
of a mutuall reference and Communi- 
cation between the Parent and the 
child, fo as the shame and honour of 
the one refle&s ypon! the other: if the 
eternall Prouidence hath a ſpeciall and 
Myſterious defigne , euen in that lineall 
ſucceſſion ofnature , as it appeares by 
the ſtile of holy ſcripture, and remar- 
kably in the (Genealogy of the Word 
Incarnate, where the fingar of God 
poynts out all particulars with ſuch 
exatines , name by name both goodand 
bad: leon it the excellency ot vertue 
doth not ſeldome more appeare by a 


parallel ot tormer times, eyther in (1- 
B5 gulituds 
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militade and imitation of worthy ac> 
tions or a generous renouncing and de- 
reſtation of the contrary ; it cannot but 
conduce to the better knowledg and 
eſteem of Saints, to be informd of what 
Rock and codition they are. It noble and 
of highextraRion, like a diamond bred 
in a mine of gold, worth) to be obſcre 
ued, that by theyr owne vertue they 
. ſurpaſs the glory of theyr birth and 
Anceſtres , and not by idolizing and 
adoring, but treading vpon. worldly 
greatnes, they wake it an alcent to rails 
them(clues from earth to heauen. If of 
a meane and low degree , like an orien 
tall pearle in a courle and rugged $hell, 
the workmanship of divine grace is 
the more to be admir'd that can raile 
children of Abraham from ſtones , and 
frame ſuch pretious ratityes of groſs 
materiall>: As the happynes and glory of 
the Saints themſzlues is lkewiſe more 
&markable , being they owe nothing 
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"7 27 > moon 


' S. Thomas Cantilupe, 37 


eftheyr great nes to earth, but receius 
all trom heauen. In a w ord it cannot be 
deny'd but that nobiltyand renowne of 
Anceſtres (a5 an impartiall wittnes well 
expref{d it) 15 a viſible light which 


mak's the actions of poſterity more Saluft, 


Conſpieuous, be they good or bad. 
Haung vpon this occaſion digrefſd 
thus farr, giue me leaue to add one 
word more , and let our nobility know 
that this buſynes of deſcent, be it ne- 
ver ſonoble, is a meer ayry thing un- 
les it be ſupported and illuſtrated with 
uertue and piety, When it 15 thus mat- 
ed it both giues and receives great ad- 
uantages , and the one fers off the other 
extreamly. True it is that every-wher, 
euen alone, it ought to haye its due 
reipeR, and none that I know denys it 
belydes the Quaker: but w hen any bragg 
cf it they boaſt of what's not theyr 
owne, and shew therby rather theyr 
owne emptynes then its worth, and 
| them- 
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themſelues to haue more of the matt 
then Chriſtian . For Chriſtian Novi- 
lity derines not its pedegree from flzsh 
and blood but grace and fandity,accor- 
ding to the laying of S. Ambrole, the 
» linage of a juſt man 1s vertue and per- 
» felon for by it ſoules are ennobled 
» and dignify'd , as familyes are by anti- 
quity of blood; nor onely ennobledybut 
deif,'d toa patticipation of the diving 
nature, This is true nobility indeed, and 
worth ſtanding on,and adis great luſtre 
to the other, as the mixture ot a nobler 
mettall doth to another of an inferiour 
allay : yerr ſtill we muſt lo commend 
this, as to leaue the other in its dus 
reuerence and eſteem. 

To come now to our B, S. T HO- 
MAS; his father was William Lord 
CANTILVPE , aperſon for his worth 
and greartnes often mentioned in the 
Englisch Hiſtory ani Records of He- 
ralds, The tather of this Lord was allo 

WEE ot another 
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another william, who 1oyntly with 
his Sonn ſtood ever firme in the Ba+ 
rons Warrs to both the Kings, whoſe 
fauoyrin employments of higheſt ruſt 
and honour they well deſerued, | 
Though,as a knowneHiſtorian of thoſe Mam, 
times attirmes, theyr family receiud © 
not ſo uſt a meaſure as theyr merit re- 
wrd. Yert the father of our Saint bore 
noleſs a charge in court then that of 
great Maſter or Lord ſteward ot the 
kings houſe, Which, as in other king- 
doms, ſon this ot England , was euer 
eſteemd of chief fauour and dignity, 
being the eye and hand of the king, not 
onely at adiſtance and inablence , but 
commanding all in his very preſence, 
and in a manner ſeated vpon the ſame 
throne. Neyther was this honour or 
whatſoeuer elſe they receiud from theyt 
ſoueraigns aboue the rank of theyr birth 
| gndquality, 
Th Cantilupes or Cantelowes (vul- 


garly 


T4 
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garly ſo calld from the originallChamp 
de Loup,or Campus Lupi) were a noble 
family of fpeciall note and eminency 
among thole braue Aduenturers who. 
followd the Norman conquerour in his 
enterprizs of our English Monarchy, 
and purchasd him that crowne. with 
the hazard of theyr hues and fortunes; 
And as they brought with them a fayre 
inheritance of eſtate and honour, ſo ſtill 
continud theyr courſe with ſucceffius 
increaſe, as great riuers the further they 
ge , the more they dilate themſclucs 
with the reception of other ſtreames. 
The Heyres generall of the Strong-bo- 
wes and Marsballs, Eailes of Pembroke, 
of the Fitz Walters Earles of Hereford, 
of the Breoſes or Breufes Lords of 
Abergauenny left theyr eſtates and 
ome by right of marriage vnto the 

antelupes. Such being the Paternall 
line of S. THOMAS, and his tather 4 
perſon of fo high command and — 
3 ans 
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the king vpon an exigence being ro 
make a voyage into trance, could noe 
think of a more powerfull and fayrhtull 
hand, beyond all exception and enuy, to 
zntruſt with his crowne and kingdome 
then VVilham Cantelupe : it was an 
equall and happy match berween this 
Lord andthe Lady VMilleſcenta counteſs 
of Eureux and Gloceſter , Mother of 
our Saint, 

She was daughter cf Hugh lord 
Gournay and the Lady luliana faſter to 
Reginald Earle of Dammartin and Bou- 
logne, The Gournay's were of (the 
prime _— of Normandy, neerly 
allzd to the foueraigne Dukes of that 


'Country; and as neer to our glowous 


and bleſſed King Edward the Conteſ- 
ſour. The counts of Dammartin wers 
of an inlluſtrious family in france, 
matchd with the greateſt Princes of 
Europe. Andthis Reginald vncle tothe 
Lady Mullelcent in right. of bus w = 
| Iday 
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1da,grandchild to Stephen king ofFngs 

Land became Earle of Boulogne, which 

title he tralferrd againe with his daugh- 

ter Matilde marry'd vato Philipp Earls 

of Clermont, onely brother ro Lewis 

the 8. king of trance, and vncle to S, 

Lewis. 1 his the allyance and deſent of 

that noble Lady : She was thirſt marry'd 

to Almerick Montfort Earle of Eureux 

in Normandy, as alſo of Gloceſter in - 

right of his mother Mabelle, eldeſt 
daughter, & heyre to william Earle of 
Gloceſter,Grandchil4 toHenry the firſt 
king of England. This Almerick being 
head of that iIluſtrious family ot the Mor- 
forts deſcended from Robert furnam'd 
the Pious, king of france: and dying 
without iſſue, was the laſt of that race in 
Normandy ; leauing his noble and ver+ 
tuous Confort the Lady Milleſcente to 
be bletld with a happyer and more fruit- 
full marciage,eſp2cually in this her ſonn, 
who alone illuſtrated that 1enownd fas 
| wily 
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family with more honour, then all 
the greatnes and titles of theyr ta- 
mous Anceſtres. 


IL BATTER 
Of his Chidhood and domeſti- 


que Education. 


"0 looke into the infancy or Child- 
hood of Saints may ſeeme as little 
pertinenttotheyr meritt, as tothe glory 
of God: that part of the life of man 
being Commonly held for I nicer Pro- 
logue or dun:b show before a tragedy 
of miſeryes; a dreame or slun:ber be- 
fore the ſoule awake to the light of 
reaſon ; a ſtate of Neutrality betwixt 
man and beaſt , as vncapable of praylſe 
as blame, and onely happy m this, 
that it is vnſenfble ofall vohappynes. 
Yett experience and reafon tea. hes vs 
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that this twylight of life is not ſo dark, 
but that we may read ſundry charac- 
ters, though written in a {mall letter, 
by the hand of God: This mute pare 
of the age of man is not fo ſpeech- 
leſs, but that it fore-tells vs much of 
what will follow , In fine even child- 
hood it ſelf hath not ſo little of the man, 
but that it is capable of deep impreſſions 
both of grace and reaſon : as the louely 
and ſweet variety of colours in many 
flowers receiue theyr firſt tinAure 1n 
the very root ; andthe value of Pear- 
les, depends much vpon the firſt dropps 
of dewe which falls into the, $hell 
when thy are newly epgendred. That 
the divine Providence hath a ſpeciall 
eye vpon the infancy of man is an vn- 
denyable truth both in humane and 
diuine hiſtory : neyther doth this onely 
conhiſt in certaine prodigyes and de- 
demonſtrations of a power aboue the 
reach of nature , but allo , and that 

moſt 
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Moſt vſually , in a particulat fauour 
and protection of the divine hand by 
connaturall mcanes of Education and 
other circumſtances, to withdraw 
from euill and lead to vertue. 

The whole {equele of our $S. THO= 
MAS his lite clearly shewes how high- 
ly he was priuiledg'd with both theſe 
bleiſings from heauen. A nnure he 
had ele 1ated aboue the Common (traynz 
a minde full of generous heat and 
vigour, euer tending to a higher {phere, 
hke a fire without {ſmoke or mix+- 
tare of grolser elements: which mert 
with foe noble a temperature of 
body , that though of a proſperous 
and huely habitude , he never knew 
in his whole life what any thing 
meant which was not agreeable w.th 
the purity of Angells. He , the firſt 
fruit of that happy marriage , was 
borne at a Mannour of his tathers in 
Lincolashyre, Hameldone þy name, 
| C 24 where 
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where he alſoe receiud the Sacrament 
of Baptiſme , regenerated therby ta 
the pretious adoption of the Chil- 
dren of God. In memory wherof 
Edmund Earle of Cornwall, ſonn to 
Richard once king of the Romans, 
and a great admirer of out ſaints per- 
fetions, built there an Oratory to the 
honour of God and his; in the which 
Oratory our Lord is ſayd te haue 
wrought frequent Miracles by the 
interceſſion of the ſame faint. Beſydes 
him his Parents were blefld with a nu- 
merous offspring of 3. Sonns and 3. 
daughters, which like ſo many young 
Olmwes enuironnd theyr table ro theyre 
great loy ; and the latter were all 
beſtowd in an honorable wed-lock. 
To cultivate duely theſe hopefull 
endowments both of nature and gra=- 
& by a Good education was the care 
and endeauour of his pious Parents; 
who as in his infancy they had pro- 
uided 
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aided him of a vertuous Nurſe ( the 


* Procefl of his Canonization calls her 


deuout, noble, and holy,inſomuch that 
euen togeather with his milk he ſuckd 
in Sanity) fo in his childhood they 
were no lef{ wanting to furnish him 
with fite Maſters for his inſtruction 
in theſe firſt rudiments ; aud this was 
to be done vnder theyr owne eyes , 
that they might be witcneſses of all, 
Thy knew right well how importance 
the firſt impreſsions are in Children, 
and conſequently how choyle they 
ought te be , ſince that tinRure is re- 
taynd a long time, and giues ordina- 
rily arellish ro theyr proceedings. His 
Parents were fo chary in this poynt, 
and follicitous to haue the bleſsing 
of heauen ſecond theyr induſtry, thar 
we may lay they imitated dayly the 
anciente lllyrians , who , when they 
gatherd theyr {weet Flower-de-luces 


litced them vpp as an offering to hea-. 
C 
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ven from whence they had receitd 
them : ſo thefc nobie Perlonages louk. 
ing vpon this theyr firſt fru as a guife 
ot God, and acknowledging it tv. be 
more his then theyrs, endeauour'd with 
all graritude /to' make him a fitt pre- 
fent tor the divine hand, and to raiſe 
bim fiom earih to heauen by caretull 
and vertuous breeding. 

Theyr vſuall habitation was at court 
by realon of the charge which the 
father of our (a'nt bore, and the obli- 
gation he had of perſonal] attendanca 
tor the dayly ſeruice of the king, 
The reputation of Courts hath everbin 
as of a place where vertue is laugh'd out 
of countenance,and denyd admitiance, 
as too Coursly cladd for (uch fine 
company. Infamy is no where more in 
credit, nor vice ſo Canoniz'd : it is a 
Schoole of Aegyptian Hieroglyphicks 
wheje beaſts and Monſters are ſup 
posd to fignify heroique vertues. What 

_— Cars 


S. Thomas Cantilupe, T7 


4 - eare therfore and vigilancy were 
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' What caution and prevention to ban- 


thele pious and noble Parents to vſe 
im! —_ this ſweet flower from 
ing vnder lo mal:gnant a climate? 


nish all folly and vanity from the fight 
of thoſe innocent eyes ? to ſtopp his 
eares from the leaſt whiſper of charm- 
ing plaſures? What a perpetual! watch 
and ward, not to lett a word fall, not 
the 1:aſt action or geſture appeare be- 
tore this little one which might Jeaue 
any noxious impreſſion in his render 
foule? Though to ſay the truth, and 
to guie thoſe happy times theyr due 
(which is alſo to be obſerud as a ſpe- 
ciall prouidence of God towards the 
aduancement of our Saint in all per- 
feion ) the ſtile of that Court was 
farr different from the viſual! Courtle 
of others, and might well be tearmd 
a Sanctuary of Piety and {choole of 


verrus., 
Such 


C 4 
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Such an influence hath the exams * 
ple of Princes ouer the harts of men, 
drawing them whither they liſt with a 
kind of magnetique force eyther to 
goodor euill, We had then a king/ 
who thought it no vnderualuing of 
Majeſty to viſitt ſputles and Almes 
houſes , to ſerue and feed the poore 
with his owne hands | to embrace 
and kill lepres, Inſteed of reuells and 
maſques ; his chief pleaſure was in his 
Chappell; where he heard euery day 
three. Maſſes with follemne Muſique, 
and neuer omitted to be preſent at the 
reſt, as long as there was a Prieſt at 
the -Aultar ; where he euer vsd this 
Ceremony , in honour to the king of 
heauen , to ſupporc the Prieſts arms 
whilſt he eleuated the Sacred Hoſt ; 
then with reverence kifſd his hand. 
Inſomuch as his neer kinſman and bro- 
ther in Law S. Lewis, then king of 
France , obleruing that out of his de- 
uotion 


ol 


a 
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$ 
” wofion to the holy Sacrifice of Maſl, 


he lett no Confiderable time for Ser. 
mons, aduiſd him to allow fome part 


/ of his pious Exerciſes to. the word of 
+ God 3 to which he an{werd , that 
for his part he had rather ſee his friend 


then heare him ſpoken of, Our Queen, 
as long as this king her husband liud, 
agreed with him as well in piety as in 
Coniugall loue:and as foen as his death 
left her free to her hiberty , $he 
retyrd toa Cloyſter of Conſecrated 
Virgins , where the world might ſee 
her hart had euer bin. 

The Conſort of our Prince; Sonn 
of Henry the 3. now king , and after 
ſucceſſour by the name of Edward the 
1, was a daughter of Spayne , who 
was ſo little read in the. Platonique 
of our dayes, that she knew not how 
to loue any thing but Chriſt and her 
husband ; whome $he followd through 
all hazards and terrours to the. holy 


Crnt. 
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land : where the Prince being tres. || 


cherouſly ſtabbd by a Saracen witha 


poylon'd knife , when no skill of Sur- | 
gery could preuaile , the invincible | 


Joue of this lady vndertook the cure, 
and gaue her the courage to ſuck out 
the poylon and putritaction of the 
wound with her owne mouth, to make 
it good that loue is as ſtrong as death. 
The piety of the whole court was 
an{werable to theyr Souveraign's ex- 
emple: which appeares euidently in that 
{o many of the prime nobility deuo- 
red theyr hues and fortunes to the 
ſeruice of the holy land, and the great- 
eſt ladyes ended theyr dayes in holy 
monaſteryes, 

Neuerthele(ſthough that court then 
was ſuch a Paradiſs , the pious and 
prudent Parents of our ſaint knew well 
that ſerpents nught lurk euen there : 
Vipers creep into gardens of balſo- 
me ; poyſons and antudotes often grow 

in 
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gers to the infirmity of humane nature 
eſpecially in youth, which like a dif- 
remperd Stomack longs for that which 
is moſt hurtfull, and in ſuch variety 
of obiects, as at a full table , ſeldome or 
neuer feeds without a (urtett. They re- 
ſolud therfore to place this pretious 
treaſure, which god had giuen them 


in a ſafe retreat ; as nature or rather the . 


Authour of nature teaches the little 
Pearles, when they are ſoft and tender 
in the shell, to retyre under Shady & 
hollow rocks, being otherwiſe not on- 
ly expoſd to violence of waves and 
weather, but alſoe ſubiet to change 
colour and be truly {un-burnt if they 
float in the open ſea. They follow'd 
therfore the aduiſe of the holy Ghoſt 
giuen to all Parents, if they loue the 
lafety of theyr children , to put them 
under the shade and proteQion of wil- 


dome, , ,Statuet filiog ſuos ſub tegmine 
illus ,, 
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inthe ſame bed. They were not ſtran- 


Ibid 
27, 


4 Trlifeerafro 
» illius,, z with aprotniſe not only of ſes 
curity but alſo ot glory: ,, Protegetur 
ſub regmine illus a teruore , et in glo- 
rta eius requieſcet. ,, This holy and 
prudent reſolurion of theyrs , was it 
ſeems much furtherd by a neer kinſma & 
frind Walter Cantilupe BiShop of wor= | 
ceſter, a perſon of mind and courags | 
equall to his birth, and of ſuch zeals | 
that to aduance the heroicall deligne 
of Chriſtian Princes in the holy land, 
he went himſelfe thither accompany'd 
with one of the greateſt men of that 
age for piety and valour William Lon- 
gueſpee Earle of Saliſbury, whoſe hap- 
py death in that quarrell was (ollemnizd 
With a triumph in heauen, aSat was re- 
ueal'd at that uery inſtant to his Mother 
in England who then led a Religious 
lifein a Monaſtery of her owne found- 
ing. 
The ſayd noble Prelate Walter Canti- 
vlupe being in familiar conuerſation 
with 
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with Willian Lord Cantelupe father 
otS. THOMAS, and the child being 
preſent , the Bisghop askd him what 
courſe ot hte he would chuſe , what 

leasd him beſt ? The child freely an- 
werd him,that he would be a Souldier; 
Well ſayd, {weet harr,quoth the Bishop, 


" thourshalt be a ſouldier to ſerue the 


higheſt of Kings, and figh, vnder the 
colours of his glorious Martyr S. THO- 
MAS. Theſe words prou'd not onely 
propheticall by the euent but alſo had 
ſuch efficacy, that the Parents, as in 
obedience toa diuine decree, directed 
the whole education of the child to pie- 


ty and learning. And the Child him- | 


ſelfe, as if he had learn'd anew leſſon 
from heauen, thought no more of thole 
glorious fancyes , to which his owne 
generous nature carry'd him, and the 
examples of his illuſtrious progenitours 
;ncited him ; but with the ſame courage 


berook bimſclte wholly ro his book, and 
with 
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with the little Salomon preferrd it be 
fore thrones and kingdomes, Thus re» 


ſolution was truly to be adnurd in the F 
ch.1d and no leſs in his parents, conſt | 


dering not onely the vehement inchna- 
tion of men to liue after death in ther 
image by poſterity , but much more the 
h:ghr of theyr fortune, with fo rich a 
ſtock of antiquity and honour, preſerud 


| and amplifyd for foe many deſcents: 


wheras if he took a courle of retyremet 
from a worldly life and not compatible 
with (ucceſs1on, as his education ſeemd 
to diſpoſe him , all muſt dye with him 


_ andlye buryed in the fame graue. 


None of theſe reſpects could euer 
perſwade the Parents of our Saint to 
let him runn the common race of the 
world in liberty,in plenty, in wanton= 
nes, in exceſ of vanity and pleaſure, 
without reſtraint ofany thing that flat- 
ters the ſenſuall appetite, toments ſelf 
luc, and reies all command of reaſon, 
T hele 
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Theſe generally being eſteemd in ths 
deprau'd iudgmet of men as propper at- 
tributes ot greatnes,and on the contrary 
di{cipline, learning, and piety laughd 
at as a debaſement of noble ſpirits and 
meer precilzatiiſme . But thele pious & 
prudent Parents weigh'd things in ano 
ther ballance ; they were ful'y ſatisfy'd 
of this truth, that nothing ſuices better 
with honour then uertue, and that no- 
bility cannot live in a more immortall 
Monument upon earth the in theshrine 
of lanRity . They knew that the nobler 
the mind, the more need of cultivat- 
ing , otherwiſe, like arich ſoyle, more 
ſubie& to grow wild and degenerate, 
They were not {o ſollicitous to propa- 
gate asto illuſtrate theyr family ; the 
happineſs wherof they plac'd not in 
long continuance but a good conclusi- . 
on. And lince familyes are mortall , and 
haue theyr tearme of life, as well as 


each particular man, they cannot come 
ro 
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|! to a betrer end then to dycin the bed of 
| honour with integrity of fame and 
vertue. 


IV. CHAPTER. 
His firſt Studyes in Oxford. 


Ur little S. THOMAS having 
now receiud the firft tinaure & 
elements of learning at home , both 
the autority of his Parents and his 
owne propenſion ledd him to a place 
of higher improuement, the vniuerſity | 
of Oxford ; which was at thattime in | 
the primitiue vigour, and eſteemd by 
all as great a ſchoole of uertue as 
learning, and therfore the common 
Nurſery of our chiefe nobility of En- 
geland : a thing continu'd euen- to * 
our dayes , though with different ſuc- 
cels, as but too true experience teaches 
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vs. It was hard to ſay whether Oxford in 


thatage (though it euer bore the pree+ 
minence of antiquity ) or Paris had the 
greater repute and fame of leatning. 
Yet this noble ſtrife bred nothing of that 
malignity to which the emulous nature 
of man is but too prone: yea rather main- 
taynd a friendly Commerce , and, as it 
were, free trade beweene theſe two 
great Marts of wiſdome and ſan&ity., 
And as thoſe times were fertill of great 
perſons in all perfeQions, neyther of 
theſe two renownd. Academyes did : 
ingroſs any aduantage to themſelues , 
nor enuye the others benefitt ; but mu- 
tually imparted to each other what was 
rare and eminent. 
The two glorious lights of the Catholi- 
queChurchS.Dominick, andS.Fracis his 
Orders illuſtrated the world at that rime 
with theyrprimitiue ſpledour,and reuiu'd 
Chriſtianity with new vigour of learn 
ing andpiety, S, THOMAS of Aquine 
D S, Bo«* 
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ne,S. Bonauechture, & DoRour of Dec# 
tours Alexander of Hales borne in Glo- 
ceſterſhyre,maſter of both theſe Saints, 
with many others of the foreſayd holy 
Inſtitutes, were the Oracles of that age; 
and particularly enrich'd and cultivated 
the French and English Vniuerſities 
with theyr admirable doarine . Amon 
the reſt that famous & learned Prelate 
Robert Kilwarby was highly eminent; 
who bred and borne in England, was 
one ofthe firſt ofthat nation who Con- 
ſecrated him ſelfe to God in the holy 
habit of S. Dominick. 

But his great abilityes and learning 
gaue him not leaue to enioy the {weet 
retyrement ofa Religious life. He was 
firſt calld by the Sea Apoſtolique to tho 
Primacy ot England; in which charge 
hegaue ſuch teſtimonyes of his incom- 
parable worth, that, Nicolas the 3. who 
then ſatein S. PE TERS Chayre, a 
great admirer of learning , and vertue 
(which 
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' which he' onely regarded in all pre- 
rments)tohaue;his neerer afsiſtanse 1n 
the generall gouerment of the whole 
Church,thought fitt to create him Car- 
dinall and Bichop of Porto neer Rome, 
which is the ſecond dignity anong 
thoſe Princes ot the Church. The 
holy Prelat hauing recciud this new 
addition of honour was ſo fart from that 
Common diſeaſe and droply of Soules, 
who the more they haue of greatnes, 
the more they thirſt; that the firſt thing 
he did was to disburden himlelte of his 
| Metropolitan charge of Canterbury , 
not without reſentment and repugnance 
of the king and all the nobility »t Eng- 
land, who extremely aff:Rtcd and re- 
uerencd him for his great learning and 
holynes of hte. He lete behind him a 
rpetuall Monument ot his piety and 
= to his Order, which is yett ex ant, 
though applyd to a different vie, Com- 
monly knowne by the name of Black- 
D 3 fryars 
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w” Tele gſh of 
Fryars ih London. This place when he 
was ArchBishop of Canterbury he 
purchaſd, and built both Church and 
Connent for his Religious , whome he 
transferrd thither from a leſs Conve- 


- nientRefidence in the ſuburbs. The mo- 


deſty and humble Carriage of this great 
Prelat was no leſs admird in the Court 
of Rome then his eminent parts and ex- 
celling knowledg. He would not chage / 
his poore Religious habitt for the purple 
of Princes, and wasthefirſt Cardinallthat ' 
retaynd his habitt in that dignity;as euer 
ſynce his example was followd by thole 
who were promoted to that degree of 
honour from Religious Orders of Mo- 
naſt;que diſcipline, He neuer appeard 
in publick but on foot, and neuer had 
other trayne buttwo ofhis owne Re- 
I;gioustoaccompany him,and two other 
attendants in the- nature of (eruants. In 
fine though he was admird and honourd 
as the Oracle of thoſe times, and _—_ | 
0 
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of the See Apoſtolique,, as appeard in 


that. famous treaty and letters written 
by him in the Popes name ta the king 
of Tartary about.the .Conuerſion of thar 
nation to the Chriſtian fayth ; yett no- 
thing could ever lift him the leaſt 
thought aboue himſelfe out of the pro- 
found humility and pouerty of a Reli-, 
gious man, | 

It was a ſpeciall prouidence of God 
that this great perſon was choſen to be 
the Spiritual guide and Gouernour of 
our holy Saint from his tender yeares, 
which we may eſteem a mutuall happy- 
nes and honour to them hoth: being the 
wiſgchuld is the fathers ioy, as the fa- 
thers worth is the Childrens. glory. 
The learned and wiſe Prelat ſeeing how 
pure and generous a ſoule he had to 
mannage , omitted no care and induſtry 
to {ett him forward to the higheſt per- 


fettion. Wherin finding his Angelicall 


pupull {o ready and pliable, and euen ta 
D 3 Out- 
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out-runn his wishes , he conceiad ſuch 
vnſpeakable ioy and comfort , that all 
the dayes"of his hfe he could neuer 
name him with out excefline admiration 
and praiſs.” He never mett with ſtone 
or bramble in that ſoule' ro choak or 
hinder the full fruit of the heavenly ſeed; 
he neuer found weed in that bed of 
Lillyes ; he never ſaw ipott in that vir- 
gin ſtole which he had receiud in bap- 
riſme : Noe flashes of leuity, froward- 
nes , or vnconſtant giddynes fo inci- 


* dent to that age. All his ſoule in fins 


like that chryſtall ſea of the Apocalipte, 
without waue or wind , not diſturbd 
with the leaſt blaſt' of/disorderd pallj- 
ons ; yett till in motion , abhorring 
nothing more then that canker and 
bayne of vertue, floath and idlenes. 
He neuer omitted to be dayly preſent 
at the holy Sacrifice of Maſs with all 
reuerence and attention, which he took 
for a common duty of all pious Chriſti- 
ans; 
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®ns: and therfore would oblige him- 
ſelte to a greater task, reciting dayly, as 
young as he was,the Canonicall houres 
or Prieſts Oftice, which in him was a 


- 


remarkable a of piety, and not onely 
a prelage of his | hk. intentions , but 
as, a token not improbable, that euen 
then as much as lay in him he deuoted 
himſelfe tg a Clergy lite : having other- 
wiſe no tye at all eyther of Benetice or 
Orders; his yearcs being vacapable of 
the one, andthe diſciphne of thole 
better times not allowing Ecclefiaſticall 
fruits and utles to any other but ſuch as 
for ability afid age could worthily per- 
forme the funAions, In this manner 


- did our B;Saint pals his firſt courle of lit- 
terature, with fuch ſucceſs and ore in 
, the Latine tongue, that it gaue 


im new 
appetite and. courage to apply him- 
ſelfe ro the ſtudy of higher ſciences. As 


- they who diſcouer the firſt veynes of a 


rich myne work on with mare alacrity 
D 4 to 
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to attaine the mayne treaſure, Wherfors 
though-atthat time Oxfordflorish'dwith 
all aduantage of learning both for know- 
ledg anddiſcipline, and could furnish 
other nations with choyſe maſters in all 
ſciences :+ yett conſiderable motives 


drew S. THOMAS out of his native 


contry into France, and inducd himto 
chuſe Paris for his ſchoole of Phile* 
ſophy. 


.Y- CHAPTER, 


S. Thomas his Study of Philo- 
ſophy. 


Hat Antiquity plac'd the Temples of 

theyr goddeſs of learning and wiſ- 
dome in forts and Caftles,ſeated vpon a 
higherground,and at acopetent dilance 
from the common habnation of theyr 
Townes andcittyes,did not onely figni- 
fy,, that wisdome and knowledg is the 
Chiets 
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chiefe protection and ſafeguard of men, 
and a thing highly eleuate a boue the 
vulgar reach; but alſo that the proper 
ſear of learned Exerciſes is to be at a 
conuenient diſtance from the throng 
and tumult of the world: this being no 
leſs an enemy to ſpeculative andſtudious 
mindes then {moak and duft to the eye, 
and a confusd and iarring noyle to a 
delicate and harmonious eare, T his 
confiderd , the moſt populous Citty of 
Europe, and the moak.as court , might 
ſeem very impropper for the improue- 

ment of S. THOMAS in his ſtu- 
dyes:eſpeciallyforhis particular ,bauing 
more occaſion of diftraRion then any 
other by reaſon of his neer relation and 
allyance with the greateſt Princes of 
that Court , namely Reginald Coune 
of Dammartin and Boulogne , great 
yncle to our Saint, and Matilde Coun- 
teſſe of Clermont daughter of the fore» 
ſayd Reginald, marry'd to Philipp onely 


brother 
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brother to Lewis the 8. aid vncle te 
S Lewis who raignd at that preſent | 
time. These circumſtances might well 
haue putt a youthfull Spiritt ypon other 
thoughts then ſerious and payntull 
ſtudys , and forcd him euen. againſt 
his will to ſpend the greateſt part of 
his time in receiuing and paying courtly 
viſits. But the generous reſolution 
of the Saint, andthe great light which 
he receiu'd from heauen to make atrue 
eſtimate of things, gave him ſtrength 
and vigour to profecute his courle 
withour diuersion, 

And ſuch were those happy times, 
that he found rather helpe then preiu- 
dice in court, where the king a Saint 
raught the world this truth, thar the 
diſorder of courts is not the fault of 
the place but men, and that vertus is 
euer at hand where it finds admittance. 
Neyrher did the court and Army, the 
two propper . ſpheres of this great 

f | Prince 
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Prince and Soldier of Chriſt, onely 
partake of his holy influences ; he 
was as great a Patron of learning as 
Armes; and as piety and diſcipline is 
the chiefe ſupport and aduancement of 
both , his powertull example and in- 
duſtry, and the concourſe of ſo many 
great perſons renownd for learning 
and Sandtity,inuited thither by the tame 
of that bappy raigne, gaue ſuch lite and 
vigour to the vniver{inty of Paris , that 
it never flourishd more then in thole 
holy rimes.'- The famous Colledg of 
Sorbone, lo eſteemd even till this day, 
that it 1s a ſpeciall mark of honour to 
be. a member therof , was then. firſt 
founded', and owes the glory of ſo 
pr__ a continuance to that happy 

eginning which made them heyres 
not onely of-the name and patrimony, 
bute alſo of the eminent learning of 
theyr worthy Founder Robert de Sor- 
bona, The perſons alls who then up 
| ther 
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ther taught or ſudy'd in that vniuer- 
lity are a ſufficient teſtimony ot the 
flourishing ſtate of theſe times which 
bred them whome the Schooles ever 
fince haue reuerencd and admird as 
chiefe Maſters and mirrours of humane 
and diuine (czences, and obſerve con- 
tinually theyr- method and-forme of 
reaching, as the ready and onely way 
to attaine ſolid and perte& knowledg. 
1hat S. THOMAS made the beſt 
vie of theſe aduantages appears eui- 
dently by the effec, and that publick 
teſtimony of his ſingular ability and 
learning , when hauing finishd thax 
courſe of ſtudyes he proceeded Maſter 
of Arts, which honour in thoſe im- 
partiall times was not t6 be bought 
with fauour, nor vpon any other ac- 
count then deſert. Neyther did he 
ſatisfy himſelte with that ſpecious or- 
nament of his youth , as commonly 
perſons of his ranke and quality are 
wont 
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wont to doe, and then apply the reſt - 
of theyr life to the deſignments of am- 
bition and pleaſure, As after his returne 
into England he changd not his mind 
with the place, but ſtil] continu'd, like 
a faythfull louer , his conſtant affec- 
tion to wiſdome, whoſe amiable beauty 
had ſo poſſeſit his hart, that it wip'd 
away all other impreſſions. And that 
he might enioy his bhappynes without 
diſturbance he retyrd from court and 
the reſtles noyle of the world to his 
knowne repoſe and firſt nurſery of his 
youth, the vniuerſity of Oxford, 

But before he leaue Paris and we 
conclude this Chapter, it will not be 
impertinent to our purpoſe to shew 
what a lilly he was at that time amidſt 
thoſe thornes of Philoſophy , able 
enough to choake all ſpirit; and ſen- 
timents of piety and deuotion , if great 
Care be not taken; that is, how pure 
and nice a conſcience he keept, how 
ſensi- 
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ſensible of the leaſt blemmish of im- 

rteion ; and this will appeare by an 
'example which ſtands on record, and 
happend in this interim. While he ſtu- 
dy'd his Philoſophy at Paris, the win- 
dow of his cloſett was alittle at fault, 
and to fett it right without trouble or 
the help of a workman, he ſerud him- 
ſelfe of a ſtick or propp of a vine out 
of the next vineyard, The matter, 
God wott, ({o very inconſh1iderable ,to 
an ordinary conſcience would not haus 
created any ſcruple at al ; yett he, 
though otherwiſe not {crupulous, in 
his tendernes, apprehended the tranſe 
greſlion fo deeply, that euen then tor 
ts expiation he enioynd him (elte a 7. 
: yeares pennance , and each of them 
with great remorle conlefſd the ſams. 
From whence we may gather how 
" Angelically pure that blefled ſoule was 
which checkd fo refſentiuely at fo 
minute a thing , .and how farr it. was 
from 
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from harbouring any great offenſe 
which deemd the leaſt to be ſo hey- 
nous. A tender conſcience is like a 
tender eye, which the leaſt moat dif- 
turbs and annoyes , making it water to 
wash of the ſtayne, and exprels regrett 
that euer it came there, 
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His ſtud, of the Canon-law at 
Oxford. 


He reſolution which S. TH O- 

MAS took after he had ended his 
Philoſophy with ſuch ſucceſs and ap- 
plauſe , ſufticiently declares , that his 
intention was not to make yle of thoſe 
ſtudyes as an additionall ornament of 
his other eminent parts and quality, that 
as his birth and fortune raild him abous 
the vulgar fort, fo he might allo ex- 
cell them in perfeRion ot mind and 
knowledg, 
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knowledg. Which could not bnt be 
eſteemd a motiue worthy of a genetous 
Spuritt , in ſetting ſo true a value _ 
the better part of man, and not ſuffer- 
ing the flower and vigour of his age 
to vannish and wither away without 
fruit. In proſecution of ſuch happy 
beginnings, to carry all on before him, 
and perte&t him felfe in each kind and 
for all Callings, he reſolud for his next 
task to apply his thoughts to the Ciuill 
law : which, though a hard and knotry 
knowledg , yett he hopd to draw ſome 
honey out of theſe flints for his im- 
prouement. He took itas the l{raclites 
| did the ſpoyles of the £gyptians , to 
apply it to the ſeruice of the grue God: ' 
and hearing that there was a- famous 
Profeflour at Orleans who read that 
Jeaure with much applauſe, he betook 
himſelf thither and frequented his 
Schoole with ſuch eſteem of progrels, 
that he farr outſtript his fellow ſtudenes 
being 
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being iudgd not onely fitt but fitteſt ro 
ſupply the chayr in his Maſters abſcnce, 
This knowledg enabled him much as 
to the mannagement of ſecular buſy- 
nes , Which though it were not the 
thing he aymd at, yett did good ſeruice 
therby, and eſpecially in the diſcharges 
of his double Chancelour-ſ hip. 

Having poſlefſd himſelte of this 
ſtudy þe ynderrook, another of ſome 
affinity but more \Fcred » with the 
former, and that was the Canon-law. 
This ſuited more with his inclination 
and intentions , belydes the ſpeciall 
proutdence of God which ledd this 
Saint by the hand from his firſt in- 
fancy, and guided him ſtepp by ſtepp 
to that hight of greatnes to which +4 
- had deſignd him both in Spirituall and 
temporall gouerment ; for it ſeems eui- 
dent that our Saint had euen then de- 
uoted himſelfe entyrely to the ſeruice 
ef the Church and a Clergy life; other . 
p75 E wiſe 
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wiſe what pretenſion could a perſon 
of his condition haue to apply himſelfe 
to that ſad and laborious ſtudy of Ca- 
non-law, as voyd of pleaſure as pro» 
fitr, or any oth-r amb tious intereſt, for 
his particular, being nature and tortune 
had rayſ{d him to fuch a puch, that he 
had little need of skill and induſtry to 
aduance him further. The mptive then 
of lodging his thoughts vpon this ſe- 
rious and learned ſtudy was to enable 
himſelte for that holy funftionto which 
God had calld him from hi. very Child- 
hood, He knew that a Clergy lite 
ought to be a shining light not onely 
in it ſelfe', but to illuſtrate others as 
well by doarine as example. He was 
aſſurd that ignorance in ſuch a ſtate 
was blindnes in the eye, deaffnes in 
the care, a palley in the himms, and 
a whole privation of life and vigour 
through all the body. That it was to 
. play the Pilot without Card or Com- 
pass ; 
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fon. pass 2 to Command in warr without 
praiſe of armes or iſcipline; to un- 
dertake the cure of others without 
* knowledg eyiher of the euills or re- 
medyes. Neyther was the circum« 
ſtance of time unſeaſonable to under. 


he take that Study in the prime and vie 
is our of his Yeares, when he had im= 
Pl 4 _ himſelfe in the pertet know-= 
Ti : ledg of Philoſophy, which quickens 
| 4 the mind with a new life, teaches men 
ry 4 ' to ſpeak and call things by theyr true 
if names, giues them eyes to ſee what 


| is inviſible, and makes the ſenſes owne, 
©Y whatthey nGuer knew, upon the word 
3 * of reaſon, 
- Much about this time while he was 
wp delibirating to leaue Paris, a Generall 
It - Councell indifed at Lions 1n the ſame 
kingdome by lnnocent the 4. was to 
ur take its beginning on the enſuing feaſt 
© of $. John Bapruiſt ; it being ſummond 
1 | not onely upon the ſcore of the holy. 
, K 2 land, 
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land , but alſo for redreſs of other Be« 
cleaſticall abuſes. The emulous Spirit 
of our Saint , deſyrous to bznefitt him- 
ſelfe in each degree, repayrd thither 
togeather with his younger brother 
Hugh ; knowing well chat ſuch Af 
ſemblyes ſummon, as to a generall Mu- 
ſer what 18 valiant, ſo to this what is 
wiſe, learned, andin vertue eminent, 
He knew that a generall Councell is 
like a Conſtellation where many pro- 
pitious Iights Combine 1n one to the 
illaminating of the Chriſtian world, 
as the great interpreters of Gods will ; 
a» an Oracle giuing to know undoub. 
tedly what we are to believe and doe 
in the great praiſes of Chriſtianity, 
and whither can one recurr with more 
aduantage and ſatisfaRion then hither 
in doubtes of this nature? Thele two 
leſſer lights even then darted forth ſuch 
con{picuovus beames , that notice being 
taken of them they were both made 
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| Chaplans of the ſayd Pope ; and the 
; rather for that beſydes theyr owneMe- 


ritts, the preſence of theyr father , ſent 
thiter by the King of England, Con- 
tributed not alittle co this dignity. The 
Councell ended , our B. Saint return'd 
full fraught with what he had heard and 
ſcen, and taking Paris in his way has- 


' ten'd ouerto his Mother Univerſity of 


Oxford, towards the accomplishment 


' of his fore mentiond task of canons 


law ; defigning when he had Maiſterd 
it toproceed forthwith to his diuinity. 
But we way fay that in this he reckond 
without his hoſt, and while we pro- 


. poſe, God diſpoſes much otherwiſe: 


for about 14. yeares interuen'd ecr he 
could beginn the latter and in the inte- 


. rim he was to undergoe a double 


Chancelourſhip both of Univerſity and 
Realme : ot both theſe we ſha!l creat 1n 
the enſving Chapters. 

Coming to this famovs Univerſity, 
E 3 he 
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he mett to his great comfort, and a 
great benefirt of {picitt , with his forme! 
Ghoſtly fathes Dr. Robert Kilwarby : 
whoas he hadbefore not only know ne 
him from his childhood , bur alle 
layd in him the firſt foundations, of ; 
ſpirituall lite , fo now reſumd againe te 
the (ame charge, he willingly lent hit 
beſt endeavours to g further advance. 
The ſpiritvall aduiſes of this good mar 
were to our Saint as'{o many Oracles 
and as {uch he recetuo them ; animatec 
therby to a ſerious progreſs 1n bott 
bis vndertakings of learning and ver: 
tue. For we are to aduert that it wa! 
his ſettled maxime to make theſe tw. 
allwayes individuall companions , kee- 
ping them in an equall ballance, ſothai 
both learning adorne piety and piet) 
learning , each giuing other a mutual 
as1ſtance ; 1n ſomuch that no applica 
tion to ſtudyes could divert his mind, 
or lelien his teruour to devotion and 
VETr- 
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1d #1 *yerrwe. He knew what the Apoſtle 
rmer (41d t» be moſt true, ,, ſcientia inflat, :. Coy, 
TOY: {that knowledg is a ſwelling vapour, 5 * 


and puffs uppto danger of burſting 1 it 
be nor keept downe by the waight of 
iety, and bounded with a profound 


of a | 
ns £0 Jhomikay, Want of this wholſome ca- 


ueat makes many great witts milcarry 
while they will be more witty then 
wile, and learned then vertuous. 

As for the effec and ſuccess of theſes 
his preſent Studyes, by conſent of all 
both friends and foes , that is, enemyes 
of "God and themſelves, (for on the 
ſaints part he ueuer bad any , nor oppo=- 
ſition at all, but in the behalte of God 
and his right, which he was obligd to 
maintaine) by: common conſent, I {ay 
he proceded DoRour of Canon-law; 
and ſo became incorporated into that 
noble and ancient Unuwerlity , as a 
principall and Conſpicuous member 
with a mutuall honour to them both : 
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from whome he was not to part, till by 
a fpeciall prouidence of God not onely, 
with common conſent but vnwerlall 
joy both of King and Uniueility he 
was made theyr head. 


VII. CHAPTER. 


He is made Chancellour of 
Oxford. 


Ome ſpace of time elapsd heer in 
* preparing for this Graduation ; ſome 
allo aftirme , that he preſided for ſorhe 
time in that ſtudy ; howeuer - that 
interuening ſpace gaus the learned A- 
cademy a luff.cient knowledg of his 
fingular worth and abilityes , letting 
them know what a treaſure they had 
gott among them. In the meane time 
the Uniuerlity is depriu'd of its head 
or Chancellour , and was to be fur- 
aish'd: nothing ſeemd wanting in our | 
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Gzint towards a moſt fatisfaQory dis- 


charge theroff , eyther as to morall 
parts of learning, prudence, or what is 
alſo requiſite for che {upportand counte- 
nancing of the lame autority , ſplen- 
dour ot byrth , and great allyance, 
Hawung thus caſt cheyr eye upon him, 
by the ioynt vote and concurrence of 
that iI|luſtr10us Body, the King is peti- 
tiond for his conſent, and all partyes 
concernd moſt readily yeald to the 
choyle belydes himſelte, who neuer 
was ambitious of any preferrment. 
What a Chancelour of an Uniuerſi- 
ty is can hardly be defind, being his 
power and office wholy depends upon 
the nationall cuſtomes and propper in- 
ſtitution ot the founders. Buh this is 
generaly receiud by all , that the Chan- 
cellour is truly head of the Unmerluy, 
not onely in poynts of doGirine , but 
alſo in morall dilcipline and comport= 
meat both of Maſters and Students. 
E 5 For 
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For Englandgas this office was ever of 
high eſteem and honour, ſo even in 
theſe later times , it is for the moſt part 
borne by perſons great eyther by birth 
and dignity , or s eminent power and 
fouour in court : this being held ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport and proteR that lear- 
ned and united Body from all diſtur- 
bance and diſquiett, Which that valt- 
ant and great Prince King Edward 
the z. took ſo to hart, that though hee 
ſcemd wholly employd in Armes and 
warrfare, yett ypon an abuſe & affront 
ofterd by the Cutty to the Students of 
that Uniuifity , he Deveſted the Major 
and Magiſtrates of theyr power they 


- had before, and gaue the Chancellour 
. of Oxtord the onely view of the exciſe 


of bread, ale, and wine, and other 


+ ViQualls, excluding the Majorutterly 


from that office. This king though ho 
was deeply engagd in warrs abroad 
with ſuch victorious ſucceſs and con- 


queſts 


S. Thomas Cantulupe. wy 
queſts as none before or after him per- 


-haps had the like; yett was ſo preſeng 


in the gouerment of his kingdome at 
home ( eſpecially what concernd the 
nobler and moſt important part of the 
Common wealth ) that is, the educa» 
tion of youth both Clergy and Laity in 
learning and vertue , that it might ſeem 
the finall mark he aymd at ; and for all 
his ſuccel>tull proweie abroad, that he 
took it for the greateſt honor to be a 
teudatary to the ſupreme Dominion of 


. wisdome, andin reall effe& did profeſs 


that infall.ble and everlaſting truth , per 
2 me Reges regnant,by mee Kings rule 


þ row, 
and raigne , from mee they receiue all g ,,, 


theyr power, 
In this Chayre of autority was 
S. THOMAS Sett, and it was his 
lingular 1ncegrity and vpright demea- 
nour which purchasd him this grear 
and generall eſteem. The truth 1s, there 
is ao {uch purchaler of true worth and 
alcenr 
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aſcent to honour as vertue ; and this is 
confe(sd both by friend and toe, euen 
the latter wher off deemes it praiſe 
worthy though he can not imitate it, 
but beholds it as the Owle doth the 
Iight with disdaigne.. Of his demea- 
nour in this office_the Record teſtifyes 
thus ; ,, In quo officio Cancellariz , & 
»» in omm1 ſtar ſuo , quem ante & poſt 
2» habuit, juſte & ſanceſe gellit, & vi- 
»» am veritatis quam prius inchoaverat 
» non dimiſit, {ed ſemper de bono in 
» melius protecit, In which Office of 
Chancellour as alſo in each other 
which he bore, he demeand himſelfe 
with ſuch yprightnes and integrity , 
that he neuer ſwaru'd from the path of 
*eruch which he once crodd, but went 
on allwayes aduancing from good to 
better. This aduance was made by ex- 
alcing vertue and learning and depres- 
ſing vice, andidlenes its nurſe; by an 
1wpactiall adaumiſtration ot juſtice to all, 
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giving every one theyr due , by main» 
tayning Diſcipline in its yigour with- 
out ſlackning the raynes to a noxious 
liberty, And as his autority extended 
both to Maſters and Schollars , and 
euen to the Cittizens themſelues {o 
farr as to impede any abuſe towards the 
former, ſo he carryd an equall hand 
ouer ail, and fayld not therby to pleaſes 
all. How reſolute and ative he was in 
this his proceeding is wittneſsd by a 
ſcuffle or Riott which happend at that 
time betwixt the Southern aud Nor- 
thern Schollars vpon. ſome quarrell of 
emulation ; in which the diſorder grew 
ſo high chat to part them he was fains 
to hazard hisowne perſon and to throw 
himſelfe in to the middle of the throng, 
out of which he came though witha 
whole ſkinn yett not with a whole 
Coat, his gowne being torne and: he 
beaten : yertt he Maiſterd the multitu- 
de, reduc'd them to order, and made 
| theo 
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them doe pennance for theyr inſo« 
" tency, 
 lhisof Chancellour was the Firſt 
ublick office which S. THO M AS 
re ; this that Candleſtick of gold 
' which firſt shewd chat burning and 
Shining light to the world; this that 
Hill, where that well built Citty by the 
hand of God himſelfe firſt appeard and 
where there neuer was heard any other 
note but of ioy and Comfort, And 
happy would that Univerhity haue 
deemd it (elfe , if it might Rill have bin 
- exhilarated with theſe f weet notes, en- 
lightend with his knowledg , and ro- 
freshd with thg ſttreames of his wis- 
dome ; of which they drunk with much 
guſt, and he no churle in Communicat« 
ing them. Bur they like the fountaine 
of paradiſe were not to be confind 


to ſo narrow a current, fitt to water the 


ſurface of the whole kingdome ; to 


Which they were both ſufticient , ines 
c 
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the King at the lowd report, which 
ſounded euen to the Court , deſignd 
them. He thought that famous Uniuer- 
iy to little a ſphere tor ſo great a«di- 
lityes, and that it was an injury to the 
whole Realme to confine ſuch a pers 
ſon to any particular place _—_ neuer 
ſo honorable, and therfore re{olu'd to 
make the whole pertake of this yaiver- 
fall benefice, 


VIII CHAPTER. 


Heis made Lord high Chancel- 
lor of England. 


K Ing Henry the 3. a pious and gra- 
tious Prince, as you haue heard be- 
fore, lou'd te employ and preferr the 
vertuous to great Offices, as knowing 
that weighty affayres were never better 
mannagd, and conſequently thriue ber- 
ter, then ia the hands of ſuch. For 
belydes 
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beſydes the peculiar bleſſing and light 
which they receive from Almighty 
God, vertus giues them both induſtry 
and application, and remoues many im 
pediments which lyc in the others way 
towards a due diſcharge of theyr truſt, 
And therfors {ynce our holy faint car- 
ry'din the opinion of all ſuch a Com- 
mendatory of ſan&ity of life and inte- 
grity of converſation, and withall his 
naturall abilityes correſponded to his 
ſupernaturall, compleating him 1n both 
I wonder not dike the good King 
eaſt his eyes vpon him, andentruſted 
him with the great office ofLordChan- 
cellor. As to the Saint himſelte, as he 
neuet ſought the employment, nay re- 
fſted what he could, ſo he came with 
s difintere(s'd hart, diſburdend of all re- 
ſpeRs but what he ought to God and 
his King : but ſeeing himſelte in the 
eyes of the court and kingdome, he 
thought it ſtood him ypon to be more 
| Circume 
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eirchmſpeRt in his ations, and behay 
mour ; and therforethe Authour of his 
hfe ayes, ,, Eo honore decoratus mo- 
,yres actioneſque arctiori virtutis pre» 
» ſcripto deujnxit; rayf(d to that digni- 
ty he endeauourd to ſquare bis ations 
and proceedings accordingtoa ſtraight; 
er line of perteRtion, He had learnd 
to be ſo farr Maſter of himlſelfe, that no 
exaltation could rayſ{e him aboue him- 
ſelfe : ſo that his hart and eyes were the ,;,, 
ſame, nor did he now walk ,, in mira« 
»bilibus ſuper ſe,in the cloudes of won. 
ders aboue himfſelte. He knew he was 
made the vice-gerent of diuine wiſdome 
as to this pittance of cruſt , and therfore - 
he ſayd as it taughthim, ,, arrogantiam, 
»» & ſuperbiam, & viam prauam & os 
» belingue deteſtor , arrogancy , and 
pride , and wicked way, anda double n 
rongu'd mouth 1 doe deteſt: and I wiſh "7 
all that beare the place would fay the 
lame ; and eſpecially the laſt of a double 

| F tongue 
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tongue , firt onely for a double harty | 


deſtroying all ſyncerity and playne * 


dealing. He ownd ,and pra&i{d that 
which followes, ,, Meum eft Conci- 
» lium & 2quitas , mea eſt prudentia & 
;, fortirudo z Myne 15 Counſell, and 
equity , prudence 15 myne, ſtrength is 
mine : and how he behav'd himtelfe in 
theſe particulars ſhall be ſhewd' in ths 
end of this Narrative. 

To giuenow a {mall hynt at the na- 
ture of this oftice , it may be obſerud 
that the word Cancellarius or Chan» 
cellor ſignityes not onely now bur 
many ages agoe, an employment or 
| truſt of higheſt concern and honour, 
next the King himlelfe , moſt eminent 
for power and autority ; and till 
Sr. Thomas More's time, when worſe 
changes and innouations followd , the 
dignity of Chancellour was conferrd 
vpon fingle or not marry'd perſons, 


though Laymen, as nor to be vnca- » 


pable 


LI 
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pable of Ecclefiaſticall Prelacy, eyther 


| Arch-Biſhops or Biſhops , as the ordi- 


naty ſtile of England was. As to the 
etymology of this word, Caſliodorus, 
that learned and graue perſon , deriues 
it from Cancelli, that is, the grated en- 
cloſure wherin the Chancellour ſate, 
ſeparated from the common throng, 
not to be diſturbdin his office, jour 

ble onely to mens eyes ; and therfore 
the ſame Authour calls theſe barrs or 
Cancells lightrſome doores , open 
Cloyſters, gates with windowes. This 
was a friendly admonition or caucat 
giuen by Caſſiodorusto a Chancellour 
newly exalted-to- that eminent office; 
to putt him in mind, that though he 
was ray{d and ſeparated from the com- 
mon rank of men, yet he was expoſd 
to the common view of all, and ther- 
fore muſt proceed accordingly ;. not 
pleaſe himſelfe as if he were to dance 


h In anett , but to aſſure himſelfe:thathe 


F 2 was 
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was like to. have as many cenfures and © , 
ſharp judgments of him, 'as men had 7, 
eyes. Others ſay, he is ſo caAd becauſe © 
the Chancellour is , as it were , the © 
mouth, the eye, and eare of the Princs | 
or Soueraigne, and hath the reviewing 
cfall Vemorialls or Petitions preſented 
'to the Prince , and even decrecs of the 
Prince himſelfe ; what he finds not 
conuenient tol aw, or prejudiciall to. 
the Prince's or publick good, it is his 
Office to canceliVor crufs out as voyd 
and wholly illegall, and not to figne it, - 
From this Cancelling or croſſing out * 
with ſuch vncontrould autorny , they 
will haue the narre of Cancellarius or _ 
Chancellor deriv'd, 

As for the Chancellor of England's 
office, it is a dignity that makes him 
eſteemd in the kingdome aboue all, and 
next tothe King himſelfe. In ſo much 
that on the other part of the Kings 
Scale (wheroft the cuſtody belongs 
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6 tothe Chancellor ) he fignes his owne' 


; Orders : thar the Kings Chappel be in 


hrs diſpoſal and Cite; thatvacant Arch, 


| Biſhopricks; Bifhopricks; Abbeys, and 
' Baronyes , falling'tnco the Kings hands 


be receiud and keptby him thar is the: 
Chancellor':' who lkewile is to be 
preſent when ſoerer the'King 'fitts in 
Counſel! ; even' when he 1s not calla: 


 thar all things of the Clark or Clergy 


man who carryes the Kings Seale, bs 
frgnd by the Chancellors hand ; that 


; altthings be difpoſd of by the aduift and 


Counlſcll of :the Chancellor : in fine 
thar by the grace of (50d, his deſert and 


, merittconcurring, he neuer ends his 


dayes but in the See of an Arch-Biſhop 
or Bil hop, it he will accept ofit. And 
for this rea{on the office of Chancellor 
1s neuer to be bought , as having fo 
much” connexion and Relation to a 
Clergy ſtate, for danger of incurring 
Simony. The manner or ceremony of 

” F 3 Creating 
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creating Chancellors in the Raigne:of 
Henry the. 2. Grandfather to King < 
Henry the 3., whoenſtalld S. T HO- - 
M AS in that dignity , was to hang the: - 
great Seale about the choſen Chan+: 
cello'rs neck.. Butafterwards both the * 
ceremonyes of enſtallment and his, 
court of Chancery was augmented, , 
three ſeales, one of gold, two of {yluer 
a great one and a lefler ; and for the 
Lawyers abuſes ' and quirkes in the 
Common law. the Chancello'rs court _ 
or Chancery ereRed to moderate all as # 
Vmpire, meerly out of equity and jus | 
ſtice, independent of ſophiſticall tricks * 
and verball cauills. This was the office - 
of the Lord Chancellor ot England * 
ſynce the Norman conqueſt for the 
moſt part with ſome ceremoniall chan» 
ges , rather accidentall then jn ſub- 
ſtance , as the Kings who raigud : 
thought fit. mM 
in the adminiſtration of this office ” 
as | 
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! as our Saint ſhewd great wiſdome, {9 
® gid he alſo great integrity , and thetg 


twocompleated- his juſtice ; ſo chat ths 
former lecurd him againſt miſtakes and 


; Ignorance, the latter againſt bribes and 
'* extorſions. 5; neyther of which eyther 


was or euer could be juſtly layd to his © 


; Charge. Nay he was fo ſ{crupulously 


nice 1n the latter, that he would nor 
haue lo much as the ſhadow ot it to ap- 


* proach him. It is recorded particularly 


that certaine Religious men who had 
a (uite depending at Law applyd them- 
ſelues to him for his favour and further- 
ance inthe diſpatch of the ſame, and 
therto preſented him With a jewell of 


+ value: which he rejeQed not without 
2 indignation, alking them whether they 


thought him to be wonn with guites, 
Nor was' his courage interiour eyther 
to: his wiſdome or integrity 3 vpon 
which account when realoi and equity 
diaated that ſuch a thing was to bs 
(65444 FE 4 done, 
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done, he was vndaunted as to the'exe> 
cution, eucn-though the king himſelfe 
Rood in the way, yett none more ob- 
ſeruant of his Majeſty then he. This may 
be confirmd by what happend at the 
councill table and was- driven on -by 
many great ones who perſwaded-the 
king to conferr an office vpon a new 
Eonuerted Iew wherby he was ims 
powerd ouer the liues and: perſons of 
ſuch ſubjeQs as were found to be coy- 
ners of falle money, He opposd it 
with much earneſtnes, ſaying , it was 
too unlimited a power ouer Chriſtians 


to be committewl tro a new conuerted 


Jew , who might eafily be tempted 
according to his tormer lt habits to 


| abuſe it ; and therfore beſought his 


Majeſty with teares eyther to reuoke ity 
or give him leaue to ablent himſelfe; 
for he could notapproue it, -The king 
mou'd With his teares and candour as 
well as the tarce of his reaſons bidding 
att wy 
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him fir! ſtill, changd ther ypon his de- 


termination.. I{hall ſay more relating 
to this in the laſt Chapter* Now how 
fatizfatory his mannagement of affay= 
res in this tickhſh charge was both to: 
Prince and people is euidenc'd by this, 
that the King vpon urgent occaſions: 
being: calld into- France , left ro him, 
during his abſence, the truſt and charge 
et che whole kingdome, 


IX SHATTER. 
King Henry dyes, his Sonn ſuc- 


ceeds, S. Thomas with Licenſe 
glues vpp his Seale and retyres. 


N this equall track of juſtice , dedli-' 
"ning neyther to the right hand nor 
the left, did our -Sairit walk all the! 
re(pitt of King Henry's life. Full often 
during this ſpace of- time did- he fighs 
A_—_ F 5 after 
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afrer his former Retyrement, and ceaſd 
not vpon fift occalions to importung 
the ſame: butthe good King who had 
found his afiRtance and dexterity ſo 
ſerviceable in the diſpatch of affayres 
would by noe meanes harken to thay 
requeſt, giving him leane to groane 
vnder his burden : and he in comply- 
ance with his will ſubmitted to it, mak» 
ing the beſt of the worſt and a vertue 
ot necellity, At laſt, having finishd the 
courſe of nature as well as of a yertuous 
life, he payd the common tribute of 
mortality to death , and Edward his 
eldeſt Sonn, calld the firſt of that name 
immediately ſucceded in the throne : of 
whome it will not be amiſs to give fome 
ſhort account, as alſo how thingsWent 
in the courle of aftayres, 

This Edward was not onely a watr- 
like but wiſe Prince, and as he had re- 
ceiud both Crowne:and life trom his 
Kher, ſo he reſtord bath againe ,. by. 


Cutting 
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etting off with his owne hand the laſt 
and moſt dangerous Rebellion of all. 
This was raild by Simon Monttort a 
great ſouldier, and of a high Spirit , 
otherwile a pious and gracious perſon 
to moſt men, by realon of his forward 
zeale ro engaye in what he conceiud 
d1d concerne the common good : 
which coſt him firſt expulſion out of 
France, and after his being receiud in 
England, and made Earle of Leceſter, 
noe leſs then his ite. This great War- 
riour obleruing the march and ap- 
ce" of Prince Edward to give him 
ttaile, turnd to his Commanders and 
thus aduiſd them; let vs commend our 
ſoulgs to. God , for our bodyes are 
the; as it fell out and he dy'd with 
the reſt, The ſame great Prince Ed- 
ward the firſt , after he had broughtthe. 
kingdome of Scotland to the vemoſt 
Extremity, but prevented by death could 
not compleat the tull conqueſt , he 
chargd 
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chargd his Sonn Edward the 2, or of 
Caernaruan ( calld ſo from his birth in 
that caſtle) not to enterre his body till 
he finishd the work begunn by him, of 
which hlitle remayn'd to be atchieu'd, 
Bur thoſe court Paraſites, the young 
Kings fauories , hating as death the yy. 
of a Souldier, drew him of from that 
noble defigne to court againe, to the 
shame aud infamy of the Engliſh Nas 
tion , and wretched end of that ynfor- 
tunate Prince, A fad example of dis 


obedience to the laſt words of a dying 
father, and ſuch a father as Englan 
had ſcarſe his like for yalour , condn&, 


. 
# 


and wisdome, 

In the yery beginning Ms. 
Raigne and firſt ſtepp intoch ng 
S. THOMAS as his place anFoffice 
requird brought him che-great Seale of 
England, with moſt humble acknow - 
Iedgment of'his obligation to his Ma 
pſty's father for honouring him aboue 
Us /all 
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all deſert with that eminent charge, 
which he refignd into his Majeſtyes 
hands with this humble petition , that 
with his Majeſtyes approbation and 
leaue, he may retyre to that knowns 
mother of learning and wisdome Ox- 
ford, where he may more enable him» 
ſelfe for the ſeruice of God and of his 
Majeſty, and the aſſiſtance of his coun+ 
try. . To which the King anſwerd 
firſt with thanks , as the manner is, 
for the great ſeruice done to the King 
and kingdome ; and for his petition, 
that he aſlented to it, and forthe pre- 
ſent gaue him tull liberty to diſpoſe of 
himſclfe as he thought fitting. This 


wag hich our Saint, much more ad- 
«My the Schooles then the court, 
ſo'earMſtly breathd after, and as cheer- 
fully haſtend ro them as a ſtone to its 
Center or fyre to its element; ,, trahie 
ſua quemque volupras. 
And heer 1 cannot but pawſe a while 
| vpon 
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vpon this noble and heroicall a& of 
S. THOMAS; which if we mea- 
ſure by a humane ell and mans naturall 
inchnation to greatnes , was perchance 
bne of the nobleſt of his life. Fot 
where in the world ſhall one find euen 
vertuous and holy men who make not 
preferrments a part of theyr ayme and 
reward of theyr ſtudyes , much lefs 
who will diveſt themſelues willingly of 
it eſpecially the higheſt , when they 
haue it in poſſeſſion. Honour is calld 
the Nurſe of Arts , and ſuites muck 
with the propenſion of man , who na- 
turally loues precedency and preemi- 
nency, as the milk he (uckd trom his 
Mother Eue , and few part wit ut 
dgainſt theyr wills, It 1s m en 
probable for divers reaſons , that S, 
THO MA S might haue continu'd his 
Office had he not follicited a releaſe 
from the ſame ; and ſuch a ſollicitation 
ypon the prudentiall motiues of a ver- 
cuous 
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Wwors humility argues a profound 
ſahauty , and contempt both of him» 
ſeite and worldly things, Had he con» 
tinued in his charge the ordinary 
courſe of ſuch proceedings would haus 
enſtalld him in cheSea of ſomegreat Pre» 
lacy: of which if he had bin more am- 
bitious then of a prifiate Retyrement, 
he would haue made it his buſynes as 
he did this. But Saints ſee with other 
eyes then theſe of nature \, they are 
guided by better lights , which partake 
more of truth and leſs of uanity: they 
Hee honour to be nothing elle but a 
buble and a burden, and on both ſcores 
worthy of deſpiſement , ſynce the fors 
merghas empty as the latter trouble- 
lon ſlay no worſe, Honour, fayth 
the Philoſoper , 'is in him that conterrs 
it , the burden onely paſſes to the Re- 
ceiver or honored: what is burdenſor 
ought to be feieed, To dilcouer the 
emptynes of honour is a poynt of wiss 
dome z 


. the King liſenc'd him at his requeſt 
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dome ; to contemne that which all dogg | 
on, a poynt of ſanity ; true wildoms | 
makes them know it 1s but a shadow, | 
and that they ought not to conteng 
themſelues with $shadowes but ſolid þ 
ſubſtances z nor play the dog in the 
fable, who while he more greedily then 
prudently $'natchd at the shadow loſt 
the bone, True ſantluty tells them that | 
the trueſt honour is to contemme all þ 
honour beſydes the honour of God; 
which while they labour to aduance [' 
they honour both him and themſelves, 
not with an empty ayry honour but per. 
manent and. eternall , whoſe shadow 
the other js. 

Such good ſolid principles our 
Saint doe what he did, that is, the 
Saint, that is , deſpiſe and trampR vpon 
that Idol of the world for the loue of 
heaven and a vertuous life, But though þ 


trom the Chaacellorſhip, yett he till 
|  retaynd 
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mtaynd him, during life , of his Priuy 

Conncill, as I find ypon Record in the 
| Proceſs of his Canonization, where his 
® | adwſcprou'd many times aduantageous 
d | aboueothers, as I shall heer after haus 
occaſion to relate : and things were 
ſo orderd at preſent that no lett or ſtopp 
was putt tothe aRuall defigne of pro- 
ſecuting hs ſtudyes, 


X, CHAPTER. 


$. Thomas returns to Oxford, 
proceeds Doctour of Diui- 
nity, the teſtimony giuen of 
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O Ur Saint, as we ſayd, being with 
licence and approbation of the 
King free from Court and Chancellors 
office, ſo much admir'd and wishd for 
. by the reſt ofthe world, ſung with the 
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Royall Prophet ,, laqueus contritus, ef 
++ & nos hberati ſunus , the fnare 1s 


broken , and wee ett at hberty; and 


ike a doue or pigeon with eyes leald * 


to the lower world foares vpwards , as. 


ftarr as his wings can beare him, to 
enioy God and what leads neereſt to 
him, that is, true knowledg of him, 


which trom the things it treats of, as. 


propperly, as Commonly, is calld Diui« 
nity. In which ſtudy, having exerciſd 
himſelte with his wonted application 


tree from all other ciltration and ade" i 


hefton to terrene things, he made ſuch 
progreſs, that by the votes of all in due 
time , he proceeded DoQour , of that 
higheſt of fciences , which, as the An- 
gelicall S. THOMAS explicates it 
out of the Prouerbs chap, 9. v.3. fits 
Iike a Queen in Court, and all other in- 
teilectuall Arts ſerue her a» hand mayds, 
And what wonder if his flight were {o 
ſoaring, lynce he had the wings of a 
| l doue 
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doue, 1 may ſay {of an Angell'or bird of 
Paradiſe , by reaſon of his pureſt ſoule, 
cleaneſt hart, and Angelicall conuer- 
ſation ; and as the cleane of hart ſee 
God beſt, and he ſo attraQtiuely amiable, 
why should they not make great aduan- 
ce towards him, As wiſdome doth not 
enter into a maleuolous ſoule, nor dwell 
in a body ſubje@ tofinn, ſo when. it 
finds one ſymbolizing with its humour 
in poynt of ſanity , and Capacitated 
therto , it Communicates light as plen- 
titully, as the Sunn his beames to the 
Chryſtall. | 
How Ioyfully he was receiud in that 
Univerſity, and what wellcomes he 
had from all the degrees of the ſame , as 
athing of courle 1s needles heer to be 
noms, He Coming now in the qua» 
lity not of apublick perſon but private 
Studegt to gaine more time and ſett clo- 
ſer to his task , wau'd what he could all 
ſuch diuerftons ; his entertainment was 
+ G 2 among 


i 


goo The Life 7 geffi of 
among his books, and his content in his 
* deuotions ; and there he never found 
himſelte leſs alone then when moſt. 
He knew what a pretious treaſure time 
iS, andeſteeming it as {uch , was loath 
to looſe the leaſt parcell therof : this 
he did both for his owne benefitt and 
the example of others, to make them 
leſs waſtfull of what the moſt part are 
lauiſh, To this good mannagement of 
time and his other deuotions he ioynd 
works of mercy, and eſpecially relief 
to poore {chollars, to many wherof he 
gaue a dayly maintinance , enabling 
them therby to goe through with theyr 
ſudyes; and to this kind of charny he 
was much addicted, as'we $hall further 
Shew in the 13. Chapter, 

His thoughts thus divided betwixt 
his ſtudyes and deuotions gaue him the 
fru.rs of the formers induſtry, and the 
bleſſings of the latters light, Amidſt 
thele he prepar'd himlſclte for his great 
AR 
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A&A or Commencement, at which his 
ancient friend and Maſter in ſpirit, 
who had caught him many a goodle(- 
fon in that kind, would bepreſent, [ 
meane Robert Kilwarby , who though 
at the time of his Preſentment he were 
DoRour of the Chayre, yert before the 
time he was to ſtand in the Act, his 
-=_ knowledg and eminent vertue 

ad receiud acondigne reward of both, 
from the hands of Pope and Prince, 
the See of Canterburry, This made the 
new Prelate not ſtand vpon his poynts, 
bur as the truly humble , the more they 
are exalted the humbler they are, fo 
this preterrment rather furcherd then 
retarded him in the reſpect and honour 
he intended his friend. Friendship is 
neuer better grounded or ſupported 
then with piery ; none knowing the 
lawes of that better then this, orkeeping 
them more inuiolably , as ieaſt fwayd 
by intereſt . T hough the meritt: of our. 
G 3 Saint 
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Saint were ſuch that they needed ns 
commendatoryes,yett to obſerue torme 


- and the yſuall cuſtome , after his exa- 


men he is bid to withdraw : that 
done the Arch-Biſhop who came dow- 
ne purpoſely to performe the Cerema- 
nyes of his Creation , gaue an ample 
teſtimony of him, and that upon oath 
to the preſent Auditory, at what time 
the {aint was no leis then 54. jeares of 
age. He commended him firſt from the 
4. Cardinall vertues and his eminent 
perfection incach ; next from his fin- 
gular purity both ot body and mind , as 

ure as to both, as he was the firſtday 
bc came into the world, And if, ſayd 
he, you demand of me how I come to 
haue ſuch a confident aſſurance ther- 
of ;-I answere in the preſence ot God, 
that I haue read it all along as clearly in 
his life and conſcience by hearing his 
Confetfions euen from his youth , as 
any of you in a book legibly writt can 
read 
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read characters layd open to your eyes: 

nor doe | feare but God, alouer of pu. 

rity, who has thus long preferud him 

—m—_ {pott, will keep him ſpottles 
uen till death, 

This was a rare Elogium of the vir- 
gin integrity of our Saint, well worth 
our admiration and veneration, I may 
alſo add imitation; u falling elpecially 
from ths mouth of one who mught be 
accounted an Oracle as to truth , and 
as free from flattery as intereſt by it. 
Why then $hould any one fufpect tuch 
a disinterels'd teſtimony of a facred per- 
ſonage farr aboue cenſure, and not ra- 
ther cenſure thoſe that cenſure him ? 
Euery thing is as it is taken : Iread this 
Elogium of a venerable Prelate, and 
Ithink | doe prudently in traming ther 
vpon a moſt high conceyt ot the Saints 
purity; why doe l not ? he being one of 
vnqueſtionable credit : another comes 


and he cenſlures all both Primate 


= and 
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and Saint , both the teſtimony of this 
and the integrity of the other, 1hold 
this diſcourſe becauſe Doctour God- 
win once pretended Biſhop of Here- 


ford, and Recorder of all the Engliſh 


* Biſhops liues, ypon the rehearſall of | 


this very paſſage makes this reflexion 
by way of a prudentiall note ; ,, Omnis 
homo, ſayth he, mendax; eyther Con- 
feſſor or Confeſſed, or the reporter ly'd 
] doubt not. Whence may be ſeen 
what gloſs this Hiſtorian putts ypon ſo 
graue an aſleueration, and how cafily 
he waues any autority beſides his owne. 
What meanes the man by ,,omnis homo 
»» mendax? doth he ayme at the Saint or 
at the Primate or at himſelfe : for if all 
be lyars, by conſequence he too ; and 
how non- ſenſficaily is this thruſt in ? 
What need he doubt but ſuch apoynt 
of perfection may be aſſerted , and 
neyther Confeflour nor Confefſed, nor 
Reporter a Lyar ? by what Diunity 
doth 
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doth DoRour Godwin conclud@his ? 
It may be a wonder beyond belicte in 
the Proteſtant church, that any one 
keep his baptiſmall purity in an integrity 
- of body and mind, but in the Catho- 
wo Itis notatall ; and I doubt as little 


of this as he of the other. How should 
we know the yeſtes of Saints, ſynce 
we haue them not by Reuelation, but 
by the Relation of creditable men ? No 
more Certainly is requird heer then 
ſuffiſes to ground a prudent beliefe : 
it euery graue hiſtorian pretendto this, 
even Doctor Godwin himfelte , how 
much more a Prelate a Primate ? But 
enough of ſuch Ruff; he would onely 
haue shewdapiece of his Diuinity , and 
confirmd it with an I DOUBT NOT, 
and it ſuffiſes to haue taken notice of its 
Rrength. I doubt not for all his doubr 
but the Primates teſtimony will ſtand 
good, ſynce ſo many great vertues gius 
terce and warrant to bis veracity , and 
G 5 vpon 
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F 
vpon the ſame , that our Saint, a 
he deſerues, will be thought ro have 
prelerud his voblemmish'd integrity 
an the candour of its firſt innocency, 

About this time -it was while S, 
THOMAS was attending his Stu» 
dyes that Gregory the 10. gauea begin» 
ning to the 2. Councill ot Lions, and 
that, an interruption to him trom the 
ſayd ſtudyes. The improuement which 
he found by the former would not let 
him ſlipp the opportunry of redoubling 
the ſame by the latter, A Generall 
Councill is the Schoole of the age in 
Which it is held ; the great mart of 
knowledg where one may buy wif- 
dome atan ealy rate, and become ac- 
quainted with all the worthyes of all 
Nations, An obfſeruant bee comes hither 
as into a garden of choyleſt flowers, 
where it may pick and chuſe the honey 
of all good improuement at pleaſure ; 


whether it be in poynt of yercue, or 
| | whether 
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whether it be in poynt of ſcience ; heer 
he may findpatterns of the former, and 
no lets of the latter : heer he may heare 
the Oratour perorate, the Philotopher 
diſcourſe , the Diuine diſpute , the In- 
terpreter expound, the Antiquary im- 
parthis hiddeneſt treaſures of rites , cu- 
ſtomes, traditions and the like, In the 
yeare 1274. vpon the Summons of the 
Chiete Paſtour of Gods church Grego- 
ry the 10. there mett 700, Prelats in the 
Citty of Lions, Latine and Greek, ga- 
therd togeather from all the parts of the 


Chriſtian world to Conſider vpon the 


State of the Church ; not onely to 
ſeek a ſecond time rceliete tor the H, 
Land and its oppreſlions by intidells , 
but alſo ro Ciment vpp the breaches 
ot the lame church, caufd by that vn+ 
fortunate ſchiſme of the Greeks about 
the Proceſſion of the H. Ghoſt. 1g. ti- 
mes had that perfidious Nation (worne 
and {ubtcaibd in full Councell to an 
open 
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open Reuokement and diſclayme of 
that ſchiſme, and as often had it re- 
lapid ro vomitt ; nor dit it now any 
whitt leſs as to both, ſubmiſſion and 
reuolt, 

Further account of this our Saints 
Journey then meerley of his going I 
find none : he went, 1 ſuppoſe, in the 
quality of a priuate perſon , becauſe the 
Record which mentions it ſpecityes no 
more : and going as ſuch ( Saints do 
not vie to carry any great noyſe or 
clutter along with them) he returnd 
when he thought good as filently as 
he went. And this muſt probably haue 
happend after the time of his Studyes 
and Graduation ; becauſe that paſt and 
he commenc'd , 1 find he was immedia- 
rely calld roa chayre in the fame Vni- 
verſity where hauing read and preſi- 
ded 16. months the tame of the in- 
dited Councill calld him away not by 


b:4 


any other Summons then thoſe of his 
ewne 
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\ owne improuement. For pretenfions 
of aduancement were as farr from his 
thoughts as they were from his deſyres 
or hart : yett honours are hike shadowes 
following thoſe that fly from them, 
and ſo they did him, For shortly after 
this his returne from the councill he 
was Choſen to $hine in the Ecclefiaſti- 


call Magiſtracy , as he had before in the 


Schooles and ſecular Tribunalls : and 
how this came to paſs muſt be the ſub» 
jeR ofthe next Chapter. 


AL SHAPFTER. 
He is made Bishop of Hereford, 


V V E haue hitherto accompanyd 


our Saint through the priuate 
paſſages of his life , and beheld him for 
the moſt part immur'd as it were, within 
the walls of the Schooles attending 
Chiefly ro the perfeaing himſelfe not 
athers. 


_— — —— " —_— — - — — - —_— __——— = 


| 


to The Life {7 geſts of 
others. Not but that he hath appeard 
and very illuſtrious too, in the eyes of 
the world and gloryes of the Court , 
when made Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land he diuided juſtice with ſuch an 
equall and fatisfaRory ballance to the 
whole kingdome that none beſydes 
himlſelte was glad at the refigament, 
This was but a torc'd lending himlelte 
to what he could not with ſtand ; or a 
voluntary admittance of what was putt 
vpon him whether he would or noe: 
otherwiſe if it had bin as much ac- 
cording to his guſt, as that of the reſt 
of the world, he would neyther haue (0 
earneſtly ſought his owne releafe , 
nor ioyd fo much in obtaining u , as 
he did, 

Thoſe great talents and abilityes 
which renderd him ſo recommendable 
to this, did the lame to Ecclefiaſticall 
promotions, lt is a prerogratiue which 
God hath anngxd to vertue , that it 
meets, 
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whects, though notallwayes, with many 
even temporall rewards when it looks 
the leaſt after them; and indeed wha 
deſerues them better , or when they 
haue them can vie them with more 1n» 
tegrity ? His nobility alfo and greas 
allyance gaue no ſmall; turtherance 2: 
whence it was, that he enioyd at the 
lame time by diſpenſation many and 
fatt benifices , all which according to 
the Collatours intention he turnd not 
{o much to his owne intereſt as to the 
maintaining and recouering of theyr 
rights, vpholding priuviledges, con- 
ſeruing buildings , and rehevuing the 
_ of the reſpediue neighbour= 
ood, He was at the ſame time Canon 
and Chanter of York, Archdeacen and 
Canon of lichfield ,' Archdeacon of 
Stafford, Canon of London and Here- 
ford : all which | rehearſe not as foe 
many Certificates of his Sanity bur 
as rewards of his merits , and pledges 
o 


112 The Life 7 geffs of 
of reſpet. and honour from fack 
Chapters , ambitious to haue him a 
member of the ſame ; and it were to be 
wishd that ſuch were allwayes in 
theyr hands who would vie them to 
theyr improuement, | 

| while things were in this courſe, 
John de Breton a worthey Prelate 

rouernd the See of . Hereford, one 
well ſeen both into the Canon and 
Common-Law of the Land which late 
eer he illuſtrated with his writings, 
This man dying in this interim left his 
Cchayre vacant to a lucceſſour , and the 
care of prouiding a fit one tothe vigi 
hancy of the Chapter : the carriage of 
things as to the Election ( as we find 
recorded in the Proceſs of his Canoni- 
zation) was after this tenour, It chanc'd 
while the Chapter was deliberating 
about thatpoynt, S. THOMAS, a 
canon of the ſame, though his ordinary 
Relidence. were at Londen , was acci-+ 


dentally 


Tentally calld downe thither vpon the 
ſcore of other affayres. The day pre- 
fxd tor the eleion before his coming, 
happend whule. he was there, and he as 
a member theroft, and of great regard 
both tor his vertue learning , and nobt- 
lity , was deſyrd to preach before the 
Chapter , and fo give a happy entrance 
to the work, All proceeded Canonically 
according to method ; but yett the re- 
{ulr of the votes was not ſo cleare and 
abſolute that day as to decide the que- 
ſtion ; and tell them poſitively this is 
the man. The next meeting did it zand 
all the Chapter by ioyne decree , layth 
the Procels, did conclude firſt that the 
party to beelefed should be a T H O- 
MAS, and next that the ambiguity of 
that name should be reſolv'd to the in- 
diuiduall THOMAS Cantelupe + 
whence follow'd an vnanimous accla- 
mation ot all , deſyring and accepting 
and vyoycing him theyr Bishop. m—_ 
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he was carry'd to the high Aulcar , and 
a TE DEUM folemaly enton'd by 
way of thanksgiuing wtth the Uniuer= 
fall applauſe and good hiking of all bes 
ſydes himſelte. For he like one ſur. 
prizd at vnawares , and expecting 
nothing leſs then what happend, broka 
forth into teares, bemoand his condi- 
tion , deprecated the burden, alledg'd 
his owne inſufficiency, and uſd allthe 
arguments he could dwiſe to reverſe 
the Election, He did as Saints vie ta 
doe, who meaſuring themlſelues by the 
ell of theyr owne mean- conceyted< 
nes, and poyzing the burden which 
ſuch a charge drawes after it , the eyes 
of theyr humility makes them deem 
themſelues weaklings, andthe burden 
like an Atna infupportable , well 
knowing what 1t is to be accountable 
for 1o many ſoules, He did like an 
humble Saint, and they like a wiſe and 
and Sage Chapter , who knowes thoſe 
F ta 
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to be fitteſt for Prelacy, that are leafk 
ambitious of it ; and them ableſt to 
an{were for others who are moſt care- 
full duer themſelues : for he that is 
knowne to negle his owns ſoule, 
how can it be preſumd that he will be 
vigilant ouer thoſe of others , ſynce 
Charity beginns at home. 

Farr was our Saint from thoſe ambi« 
tious motives of preferrment which _ 
poſleſs even good foules: and though -- you 
the Apoſtle tayes , he that deſyres a "o 
BiShoprick deſyres a good work, yete 
great Saints find good reaſons why to 
waue , yea ſuppreſs ſuch deſyres, eſpe- 
cially when they find them to ariſe moe 
re from feltleeking then Gods honour 
orthe good of {oules, No body ought Feb 
to emulate this honour but he that 18** 
calld by God as Aaron : it is want: of 
interiour hight that makes many more 
forward then conſiderate in this kind ; 
who leeing onely by the Foro 
| A O 
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of ſelfloue, ( a falſe light iſſuing frond ' 
an ignis fatuus ) think that often gay; 
which has nothing ſuchbat whart it bor- 
rowes from talle reflexions, Wher as 
Saints who are of a more refind fight, 
as (ceing things by true lights , and 
meaſuring them accordingly by the 
Weights of the SanAuary , make a fart 
different eſtimate , and proceed quite 
contrary, As we ought not to cenſurg 
the tormer vnles theyr Siniſter inten- 
tion and ſelf endednes condemne them 
firſt for Mercenaryes, ſo we cannot but 
admire thoſe others who preterr an 
humble ſecurity before a ſplendid dan- 
ger, and drea i the honour byreaſon of 
the burden. 

As the H. Ghoſt , the great Prefident 
of the Church and its affayres, preſides 
influentially in all its Canonicall EleRi- 


digits gns, ſo we cannor doubt but that Fin- 
= gar of the Fathers right hand, did heer 
14. as it 15 his office, in{piringly poyne out 


| 
h 
: 
[ 
| 
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3 this Sheapard whome he defignd to 


gouerne that flock, and fett vpp as a 
Lght inthe Candleſtick of the Church 
ot Hereford to shine to all in learning 
and vertue. That this was an aflured 


Decree of heauen , not onely as all Ca« 


nonicall Elections are, but alſo pecus» 
liarly. preordaynd-by a ſpeciall proui- 
dence may be shewd both by the whole 
ſeerage of his life, whoſe aRions and 
behauiour ſeemd to be ſquard and moul- 
ded tor ſuch a courſe , as allo by ſeueral} 
predictions and prognoſticons which 
intimated the ſame. The ſaying of 


Walter Cantilupe Bishop of Worceſter 


and. his kinſman, vtterd in our Saints 
childhood concerning his future ſtate. 
of lite, cited in the 3. Chapter, ſeemes 
by the event 'to haue bin Prophertique, 
and as fuch was receuid by his Parents, 


; Who ther vpon directed the whole edu- 


cation of rheyr child toa perpetuall ad- 
vance in knowledg and piety, the rwa 
| H 3 orna- 
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ornaments and ſupports: of Prelacy. th 
was noleſs remarkable whatpaſsd while 
he ſtudy'd the Law at Orleans, and 
for his excellency in that ſcience ſup- 
plyd the abſence of his Profeſſor, 
When the night before he was to read, 
one of his fellow Students beheld him 
by way of dreame not onely in the 
Chayre or Pulpit, but alſo Carrying a 
Biſhops Mytre on his head, the circum- 
ference or border wherof was full of 
Croſſes, as ominating that he was to 
walk by the way of the Crofs full of 
hardship and contradiQtion. We may add 
ro thele a third prediQtion of his imme- , 
diate Predeceſiour, who, two yeares 
before his owne death and the others 
election, fore-told he should ſucceed 
him in his charge, 

The choyl2 being made and ratify*d- 
to the ſatisfaction ot all, the day and: 
place of his inauguration was pitchd on, 
The day was to be the &, of Sept.” 

ME. ſacred 


3. Thomas Cantilape; tg 
ficied to the Natiuity of the Virgin 
Mother of God, nor could any other 
and haue fallen more ſuitable to his deſyres, 
up= | and the denotion he had for that glo- 
or, | rious Queen : whole Nartinity as it 
ad, | brought a delnge of ioy and happynes 
im © to alt mankind, ſo he might hope it 
he would betyde no 1ll prefage to him, 
223 Who wa$Snow to be borneas it were a 
n- new man; and moſt willingly drd he 
of | come into this new world under her 
to | patronage, ynder which he was to liue 
of + and dye, as all they doe who lime and 
id | dye happily, When he had relolu'd 
8- | who was to confecrate him , it was 
es  ealy to conclude 'ontheplace of Cone 
's  fecration: the former refolue was caſt- 
d * ly madeaccording to his owne inclna- 

tion ; for connaturally ſpeaking on 
d whome would he fooner pitch then on 
I him to whome he was moſt beholding 
.' after God for what he had both in lite- 
,' | ature andpiety; who as he had ho- 
HE $4. H 4 nourd 
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nourd him in his commencement of 
Doctour of Duwinity , ſo alſo Crowne 
and compleat all with the Character of 
Epiſcopacy. This was Robert Kil- 
warby whome we mentiond in the pre- 
cedent Chapter, inſtalld now Arch- 
Bishop of Canterbury and Primare of 
England; who though ſo great , chewd 
an humble readynes ro comply with 
the deſyres of his friend in erdertoa 
conſecration, what ſoever they were, 
or wher ſoeuerto be performd : ſealin 
vpp , as it were, with this concluding 
act ( for Shortly after he was calld 


toR ) all his former endeauors fog 


the Saints aduance in {piritt and piety, 
tpecityd in the 4. Chapter: qnely it is 
to be noted in a word that the Conſe- 
cration was made in Chriſt church 


Canterbury in the yeare 1275. and of 


his agc about 56, 
In teſtimony of the common cons 
tent receiv'd by this Election, and the. 


| 


l 
1 


happy- ; 


- 


' 
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happynes as well as honpur accrewing 
thence to his See of Hereford, it was 
agreed by all concernd, both Chapter 


. and ſuccſſ{ours, and for an atteſtation of 


the generall Sentiment, that thence for- 
ward all the Bighops of Hereford 5hould 
gius his coat of Armes as the coat of 
theyr See, to witt , G. 3, leopards heads 
jealant, 3. flouwer de luces Or. So 
true it is, that honour like a shadow tol- 
lpwes thoſe that fly it, and that no pur- 
ſuit beſydes contempt is the ready way 
eo its purchaſe. 


XIL CHAPTER. 


His Retyrement and Union with 


God, 


His new CharaRer made him a 

L new man, nor did he look on hiaw- þ 
ſelfe with the ſame eyes as betore : not 
puttd vpp like many , with the tumes 
| Ke 
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of a ſwelling exaltation , but purely on. 
the {core of his new Charaer , behol-' 
ding himſelfe as one confignd over 
therby tothe ſeruice of God, Theyare 
worſe then purblind who look onely 
on a man aSa meer man, and make na 
diſtinAion at all of Rates and callings, 
being able to penetrate no further then 
the exteriour Ci , nor diſtin 
guith in theyr levelling humour be- 
twixt a man anda Prieſt, one with a 
crolyer and a Sword. Even ſuch them- 
ſelues, when qualifyd and ray{d ro ho«' 
nours , look on themſclues as ſome 
body, and will not bate an ace of State ; 
why $hould not the ſame be done: 
when ray{d to a ſtate of Sanity ? Bis» 


- hops are in a ſtate of perfection, and 


ſert vpp as lights in the candleſtick of 
the church to shine to others, you are, 


Mat. ſayd Chriſt of them, the light of the 
$14. world, nothing not ſquaring with pers 


tection is expected from them, This. 
Cons 


S. Thomas Cantilupe, ny 


$onfideration makes them reflect on 

"| theyr duty, atrend to your felues and 

r | your whole flock, and' ſo did it out 4! 

& | B. Saint, giuing him ſubject enough a 

y | to buſy his thoughts on, in order to a 

> | duediſcharge of bs crult, Which the 

R better' to' pertorme he recalls all his 

z | thoughts home, arid as hz had now 

» | contracted a new Eſpouſalle, ſo he 

, wedded all his endeauours to its int @ 

reſt. A sheapard till he haue a flock of 

- | his owne may diuert himſelte more 

freely among his neighbours and ſpend 

| | ſome” houres'in vifiting theyrs ; bur 

when he himſelfe is once Maſter of 

one he attends onely to that, and may 

| lay, as did the man inthe Ghoſpell on 

{ another occaſion , ,, uxorem duxi & 7ns; 

| y, tdeonon poſſum, &c, Tm 
When God calls one to a ſtate he 

furniſhes him with thoughts, deſyres 

! aftections ſuitable therto ; he gines him 

: Lyhtto copſider jt, to ponder us'weighs 

=: "on tyneSy 


Fnics 
6.2, 
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tynes , to ſee for what he muſt be anÞ- | 
werable when ,, redde rationem villica» | 
tionis tuz ,, calls ypon him ; All theſe | 
employ his mind ſufficiently , and make | 
himretyre with in himſelte , and conſe» 
quently with draw from leſs neceſlary 
exteriour affayres. He never was in | 


loue with the world nor taken with its | 


fooleryes, and therfore eafily retyrd | 
from it as fram what he little car'd fort | 
he was long agoe like one glutted and | 
ſurfeyting with its diljghts even the | 
choyleſt of the court, and ſaw too cle- | 
arly its vanityes to be deluded by them, 
The more he retyrd into himſelte, the | 
more he lou'd Retyrement, its {weernes 
being not knowne but by taſting ut: and 
one truth he diſcoyerd therby , thata | 
gadding Spiritt wil never make a Saint, * 
nor wandering thoughts which goe all 
day on wool-gathering bring home 
much ſanity. He found all in God 
and contented himſclte with him glone, 
as 
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& well he might; who to a holy Souls 
is allin all: and it is in ſolitude that he 


; = coſucha hart, where the choy- 
ge 


r fort of vertues dwell, not vpont 
Roads or marketplaces ; as Lions and 
Eagles and ſuch generous Creatures are 


! not found in common woods and fields 
| but ſolitary Wilderneſſes, where they 
{ may rule and emioy thomlelues vacon- 
| rroulld by the vulgar of inferiour Crea« 
). tures. Heer vpon a great change was 
{ obſerud in him and his conuertation 


he was,and was efteemd a Saint before; 


| but now more noyt'dly ; he had 
' long agoethe world in contempt, now 
{ in hatred. 


What lay nota little heauy on his 


| hart, and was, as | may ſay, the burden 


of his thoughts, was his new charge, 


' orthe ſollicitude of us good diſcharge. 


To comply duly with this was all his 
care, andto doe it well, a great ſupply 
he knew, of vertues was requiſite, and 


thols 
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thoſe chiefly. which attend ſuch & 
funaion. T hole he conceiu'd ro bein | 
the firſt place and aboue others Vigi- 
lancy , he being now a Sheapard that 
was to kcep watch and ſtand dentinell 
ouer his Flock : a vertue ſopropper to 
.onethus entruſted, that on the whole 
welltare and falety of the ſame Flock 
{cems in a manner to depend as to its 
preſeruation and integrity , both for the 
preuenting of miſchietes and giving | 
redrets when incurrd. A vigilant Pa- 
ſtour withſtands the incurhons of 
wolues and other beaſts of prey , nor 
onely when they appeare in theyr prop= 
; per$hape, butallo diiguifd inthe dreſs 
of sheep ; nor is it his duty onely to 
prevent and repell euil] but alſo to im= 
plant good : It happend when men 
were a ileep thit the enemy man tound 
opportunity to ſow tares vpon the good 
wheat and {poylethe harueſt, To re» 
commend thus vertue.che high Prieſt 
: rag 


S. Thomas Cantilny, 2 
the old law carryd an Amythiſt en- 


\ | <hac'd in his Rationall as a ſymbol of 
. | watchtfullnes, the nature of that pre 


cious ſtone diſpoſing much therto: and 
pature inculcates the neceſlity of it both 
by the lions ſleeping with topen eyes, 
and the crane with a ſtone in her tas 
Jon, not to ouer ſleep themſelues , as 
the fooliſh virgins did , but be ready for 
the leaſt alarme; which leſſon is taughe 
vs by the ſpoule and may ſerue for a 


| Morto to all, ,, Ego dormio & cor Ca. 


3» meum vigilat, Vpon the ſame ſcore * ** 


he conſiderd himſelfe not onely as the 
Maſter of a great family, which he was 
to feed with the bread of the word of 
God, and keep in good order as be= 
feemd the Houſe. of God ; but alſo 
{ which couchd him neerer to the hart) 
| « Common farher of ſo many children, 
{ whome, as ſuch, he was to embraces 
| With the armes of a fatherly charity, 
| andtender theyr Spiritual wellfare - 
a muc 


Coloj. 
3. I2, 


Matt. 


uw Thr 1: gefr of | 
tnuch as any parent , tor eath ons 
wheroff he was to be accountable th 
him who entruſted them 1n hi> hands, ' 
This madg him putt on the bowells of 
mercy , benignity , humility, modeſty, | 
patience , 2nd beare with the taults and | 


fraiktyes of others, becoming all to all | 


that he might winnallto Chriſt, his | 
humble condeſcendence gaue him a 
powerfull aſcendant vpon the harts of ' 
the good to incline them much towards 
vertue and piety , and gaind him fo 
much eſteem in theyr afte&ions , that 
his words were ,, tanquam poteſtatery 

5» habentis, as ot one that {poke with , 
an awetull autority, Yett he lou'd | 
them as his Children and was {o be- 
loud by them, and teard accordingly; 
for that feare is beſt and moſt eftectuall , 
to good which is grounded on and arr» | 
ſes trom loue ; when it ts otherwile it is | 
not ſo much filall as ſeruile, that is, | 
propper to feruants rather then children, 
This \ 
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This Retyrement as it ſequeſterd 
his hart and thoughts from the world 
andits affayres, ſo it gaue hima fa) rer 
proſpect of vertue and its aaduantages 
to Chriſtian perfe&on, and the necet[i- 
ty therof towards the due ordering 
both'of body and ſoule. To have all 
well, there muſt be a righe vnderſtan- 
ding and ſubordination berwixt theſe 
two: the ſoule muſt be Miſtreſs, and 
good reaſon why? the body handmayd 
and ſ{ubſeruient, Reaſon muſt com- 
mand, ſenſe obey ;this will not be done 
but by atrue ſubjeion of the inferiour 
man tothe Superiour ; nor that, but by 
frequent pennance and mortification 
interiour and ext2riour, both in mace- 
rating the flesh, and ſubduing our paſ- 
ſions and appetites, To effe@ this the 
{eruants of God make warr ypon them 


lelues by chaſtizing theyr bodyes , leaſt g, ,z. 


while they preach to others, themſelues 


become reprobate , and to this purpoſe 
em- 
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embrace the hardshipps of- faſting , 
watching , hayr cloath, andthelike to | 
further and compleat the conqueſt of . 
themſelues. And this was the praiſe 
of our H. Saint as the Recorders of his 
like and geſts doe teſtify, and had allo 
bin through his former age , wearinga 
rough hayr cloath next his body Ao 
many yeares togeather , pennancing his | 
innocent flesh with trequent faſts and 
watchings. But now he trequented all 
theſe in lo much greater perteCtion , as 
he conceiu'd the need he had of theyr 
preſent ſupport 'to be more preſſing, 
rhough not to ſuppreſs any. rebellious * 
mutinyes , yett to obtaine greater ſup- | 
plyes of grace, Yea euen in the houre 
of his death and amidſt the incum- 
brances of a long and tedious iourny 
he was found shrowded 1n one of thele, 
as in acoat of male againſt the ſtings of 
d:uth: as if heintended, according to 
ths Prouerbe , ,, clayum clauo pellere, 

. 0 | 
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to driue out one nayie with another, or 
make a cordiall for his ficknes of that 
which ſeemd as ill as the ſicknes it 
ſelfe : But Saints eſteem thoſe cordaalls, 
which we doe Corrofiues. And his 
feruour in this kind was ſuch, that by 
theſe and other the like auſterityes he 
incurrd great infirmityes of body, and 
was much peſterd with moſt sharp fitts 
of the cholique, and paynes of the Sto- 
mack , which with other fickneſſes 
gaue him a full exerciſe of his patience 
for many yeares with no {mall increaſe 
of meritr. 

But the vigour of his mind Maſterd 
allcheſe , which ſeru'd onely to render 
his body or interiour part more pliant 
and fupple in a due ſubjection , wher by 
his Soule, perfect Miſtreſs of the fami- 
ly, yealded a rationall oblequiouſnes to 
God its Creatour , by dilating it ſelfe 


in prayer, and meditating the divine 


perfections with the repoſe of ſo much 
I z deuos 
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deuotion and ſweetnes, that he ſeemd 
to be there as in his Center. And it is 
Cay- recorded of him peculiarly, that his ex- 
52% teriour Compolure and recolleRion in 
the ſame was ſuch that the very fight of 
him was ſufficient to ſtirr vypp both 
fayth and feruour in the beholders : as 
allo that in celebrating the H. Sacrifice 
of Maſſe ,” his hart and eyes were ſo 
diſſolu'd into teares, as if he had actually 
pcheld the bloody Myſtery of the Crols | 
repreſented ro them, ſo lively was his 
fayth ſo ardent his deuotion. He car- 
ry'd a great loue to this exerciſe of 
prayer, and deſeruedly, for by itall [pi- 
Tituall enxerprizes are atchieu'd, that 
being the Source from-whence we de- 
riue both l:ght to diſconer,and ſtrength 
to act, and courage to attaque, andper- 
leuerance to Crowne our vnderta- 
kings. By this a ſoule conuerſeth with 
God and he with it ; Conuerſation 
we know , breeds famuliarity , and this 
friend- 
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friendship or ynion of harts; and when 
one is arriu*d to that, ,, amicorum om- 
nia Communia, what needs he more 
by way of ſupply then the ſtore- houſe 
of God himſelte. Vnion is the reſult 
of Toue, that making the loner and be- 
loued one, and loue conſiſts in a ma« 
tua!l Communication of goods and ta« 
lents; if we giue, we need not doubt 
bur we 5hall receiue , his very eſſence 
being goodnes and bounty. All theſe 
are the effects of Prayer ,'and chiefly 
this vnion which who ſoeuer has ate 
taynd, what wants he of perfection ? 
Perfection confilt's in charity , which 
is conſummated in vnity ; for then 
every thing is deemd perfect when it 
attaynzs its end, and unites it [cite to 
that'which is 1ts vitimare Confuinma- 
tion ; the Conſummation of a rationall 
Creature is (5od , and God is in vs and 
wee in him by charity. Being thys vni- 
ted to God by charity, or as S, Beraard 

I 3 calls 
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calls it, marry'd to his Word, ,, Chari 
zz tas Maritat animam Verbo,, the fſe- 
quele 15, thatas two Spouſes are two in 
one fleth by Corporall Eſpouſalls, ſo 
Godand a ſoule become two in one 
Spiritt by a ſpirituall ; and all the con- 
ſequences, aduantages , participations 
of honours , riches, ennoblement, ally- 
ance, &c, which are Communicated by 
the other, are after a muck more diving 
manner /participated by this, What 
wonder then it our B. Saint endea- 
vourd {o earneſtly an vnion with God, 
and took prayer ſo much to hart as ths 
begetter of this vnion, 

To maintaine and highten the ſamg 
was all his endeauour ; and he endea- 
uourd it by employing to that purpoſe 
thez. powers of his foule memory, vn- 
derſtanding and will in a perpetuall 
preſence of him. His memory by re- 
counting his great and dayly benefits 
in a thanktullnes of hart z his vndere 
EE. ſanding 
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Aanding by meditating his divine tru- 
thes, perteQions, and attributes ; his 
will by louing him 1n all, and confor- 
ming his tothe diuine : and this is the 
nobleſt employment of a rationall ſoule 
and an imitation of what the Saints 
doe in heauen. The more ſtraitly he 
ynited himlſelte to God the more he 41d 
partake of his bountyes , who {cornes 
to be out-vy'd by any body in this kind ; 
and this participation increa(d the flame 
of his charity , which dilated it ſelfe 
both towards God and his Ne1gkbour, 
louing God for himſelfe and his neigh- 
bour in, and for God , and as himſelte ; 
and this is the fullnes of the Law and 
Prophetts. Hence he became {oo Zea- 
lous both of the honour and Houle of 
God, which is his Church, and fo fen- 
fible?of the concerns of his neighbour 
both ſpirituall and temporall , that he 
{cemd to be borne for theyr rehiete, and 
eſpecially of the.-poore and needy : of 
wh 1 4 both 
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both which parts of charity we ſhall 
treat more amply in the enſuing Chap» 
ters ; and firſt 


XIII CHAPTER. 
Of his Loue to the Poore. 


þ ow think that one ſo groundedly 
maximd in pcertetion and the 
pradtiſe of all ſolid vertue as he was, 
would rather impayre then improue by 
Apve. his Exaltation, 1s a.paradoxe. ,, Qui 
$3,T ſanctus eſt ſanctificetur adhuc , who 
is holylet him aduance in holynes,, {ay d 
S. John, and ſo ſayes every truly ver- 
tuous {oule, whole glory is to be all- 
wayes mounting with the ſunn to the 
topp of his Meridian. All our Saints am- 
bition and ſatisfaction was in a happy 
progreſs towards perfection , knowing 
that as to its purſuit we are, as it were, 
in a ſtreame where there is no ſanding 


&ull 
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ſtill forthe Rower, notto aſcend is to 
deſcend, and to goe backward not ta 
goe forward, Euen while he was yert 
a Churchman or Canon he was very 
much deuoted to almes deeds and the 
reliefe of the poore ; how much wag 
this pious practiſe aduancd when by 
the impoſition of hands he had receiv'd 


the H. Ghoſt who is Father of the ri 
poore , and made himſuch : but whe- __ 
ther before or after matters not, the |.,,,wp 


yvertue being equally commendable in 
both ſtates, and we wil {peak promiſ= 
cuouſlly of it in both. 

Though good words giue but barren 
comfort to an empty Rtomack yerr till 
itis true, that out of the abundance of 
the hart the mouth ſpeaks , and then 
they axe onely expreſiions of a willing 
mind : and howeuer cuen a Compaſſio< 
nate anſwer is in ſome ſort {atisfactory, 
The poore. were ſure at leaſt of that 
{ from him, if nothing elle, though he 

 - bg | 
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ſeldome tinted his charity there : and 
as he eſtcemd them the Patrimony of 
Chriſt ſo he ſpoke with all humility and 
reſpecttothem , as he would to Chriſt 
himſelfe, knowing that to be done ta * 
him which was done to the leaſt of his 
members. Vpon this account the |, 
eſteem he had of them was ſuch that he 
commonly calld them his Breethren (a 
name of greateſt loue ) and with his ' 
good will would haue had all bis do+ 
meſtiques to haue calld them ſo too, 
and chidd them that they did not, 
Whence it is recorded that being lett 
& table with halfe a dozen ſuch gueſts, 
and finding yet place for more, he ſent 
one of the waiters to the Pallace gate 
te ſee whether any of his Breethren 
were there or no; if there were, that 
he ſhould bring a couple of them along 
with him, He returning told his Lord 
there were no Brothers of any Order 
what ſoeuer ; No, fayd the Biſhop, 
not 
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fiot of this that fitts heer by me , poyn- 
ting to the beggars : yes, my Lord, 
replyd he, there are at leaſt a dozen 
ſuch; goethen, ſaydhe, and bring 5. 
of the numver along with you, which 
was forth with done, ,,& impletz ſunt Mare; 
»» Nuptiz diſcumbentium. a 
But words be they newer ſo good are *** 
Mill inferiour to deeds, theſe latter being 
a betterproof of charity as coſting more, 
and aftording more reliete, This was 
the ſubRantzall part of his loue to the 
_ and he was not ſparing of it: 
e had, to witt, learnd the great leflon 
of his Lord and Maſter ,, beatius eſt zz, 
»» Magis dare quam accipere, it is a more 29» 
blefled thing to giue then totake ; and 35" 
he was reſolu'd to practiſe it in this be- 
halfe, The recommendation of his 
owne meritts and noble diſcent had fur- 
niſhd him with a large proportion of 
Church Reuenues eucn betore the ac- 
cells of his Bilhoprick, which , beſy- 
des 
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des a competency of maintenance be. 
ſeeming his quality , and the diſcharge 
of other incumbencyes , he knew npt 
how to beſtow beter then on the 
poore, He knew that the goods of the | 
Church are the Patrimony of Chriſt, 
and where could he ſpend them berrer | 
then on the living members of Chriſt, | 
eyther to his owne content of mind or | 
ſatisfaRion of conſcience, This is the | 
way to grow rich in heauen, and make 
friends of the Mammon of iniquity, 


* that, when other meanes fayle, theſe 


may receiue vs into the eternall taber- 
nacles : nay euen procure ys temporal! 
Commodityes, ſynce almes deeds layd 
vpp in the bolome of the poore ( this is 
the beſt way of hononring our Lord by 
them) fill both the preſs with wine, 
and barnes with Corne, and the almes- 
giver with other bleſſings, He in deed 
had no great finns ot his owne to 
redeem by them, as having probably 
Qeucr 
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never loſt his baptiſmall innocence, 
but he aymd at a treaſure of meritts due 
to ſuch works of Corporall mercy, and 
was to be layd vppin heanen againſt his 
reception there, out of the reach ot ruſt 
or moth, Hence he took this vertue {o 
to hart that it was very refplendent in 
his practiſe , and the poore reſorted to 
him as to acommon parenttroni whome 
they neuer departed empty handed, 
He found it no bad medium to work 
by the body vpon the Soule ; and true, 
that to gaine this , charity muſt be 
{hewd to that : an indiſpold body is 
like an indiſpoſd mind , hard to be 
wrought vpon while necefſitous ; fill 
the hand and you gaine the hart, now 


. flexible to any good impreſſions. Our 


corrupt nature 15 more ſenſible of hun- 
gar then of deuotion, andrefients want- 
of ſuſtenance more then want of ver= 
tue or grace, [t is as hard to hammer it 
to good as a piece of iron to a good 
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ſhape vnles it be firſt made ſupple by the 
fire of a ſubuentiue charity, this done 
yon may forme it as you pleaſe ; Works 
of Corporall mercy muſt diſpoſe for the 
ſpirituall. Therfore his cuſtome was 
to ſeek admittance to the mind by re- 
lieuing the body, and made it apart of 
his care to orderthings fo, that while 
he refreſhd this, that ſhould not alſo 
want its food , partly by pious diſcour- 
ſes and godly inſtruRtions , partly by 
cauſing ſome good book to be read ſui- 
table to the preſent exigence. 

To this fo laudable and holy praAiſe 
of his former life, he ſeems to haue ſupe- 
radded this Circumſtance after his Epiſ- 
copall inſtallment , that what he did be- 


fore in this kind by others, he would - 


now doe' by himſelfe , and with his 
owne hands, This is particularly recor« 
ded of him, and deſeruedly worth no- 
ting, as a great ſuper additionall to the 
former vertuc ; for how could he em- 


ploy 


Ed 
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ploy. his hands now Conſecrated to 
God more piouſly then by conſecrating 
them to ſuch an exerciſe of charity ? 


What is laudably done by another is 


more laudably by our ſelues : God does ,.., 
it by himſelfe as the Plalmiſt tells vs ,,,, 


3» aperis tu manum tuam & imples omne 16, 
»»animal benediQtione,, thou opens 


+ theyhand and fills each Creature with 


benedictions; the ſunn ſends not aſer- 
vant, nor the heauens allo, to diuide 
theyr influences to this ſublunary 
world : beſydes that thus not onely an 


| attof charity but allo of humility, and 


no meane one, is exerciſd. Its good to 
giue almes by others, but much better 
to doe it by himſelfe as more merito- 
rious: one has the meritt both of the 
almes, and of the manner of giuing it, 
and the manner in ſome reſpect euen 
doubles it : for who thinks not him- 
ſelte more grac'd by receiving a gra- 
tuity immediately from the Prince's 

owns 


eB A ee re cet oe ee ay 


ro inure theyr children , apart of them- | 


Fob, 
31.18. 


that the practiſe 1s very Chriſtian 5 and 
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vwne hand then from his ſeruant : the | 
more immediate the influence, the more | 
it is prizd, For theſe reaſons it is ac- 
counted a praiſe worthy practiſe in pa- | 
rents, when they doe it aot themſelues, | 


ſclues, to be the Conueyers of theyr al- | 
mes, vnles other motiues impede : it ? 
has not onely a more Comfortable ac- © 
Cceptance both from God and man , but | 
alio it habituates or rather ſeaſons theſe ® 
new veſlells , capable as yetr of any | 
tincture, with ſuch a flauour of charity, 
that many times it ſticks by them theyr | 
whole life long. And perchance our 
B, Saint took his from ſuch a ryle of 
deuotion , or document of his pious Pa- 
rents, and grew vpp with him fo pal- 
pably that of him it might be-ſayd 
-without rashnes, ,, ab inftantia crevit 
,y mecum mileratio, 

How euer certain enough it is 


much | 
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mtich to be recommended, due circum- 


| ſtances being obſern'd : and even while 


I am reviewing theſe papers a tresh ex- 
ample for its Confirmation comes from 
the Emperours Court at Vienna with 
the acclamation, approbation and allo 
edification of all that heare it. The 
little daughter of the preſent Emperour 
Leopold ( piety being allwayes heredi- 
tary to that Imperiall tamily, which God 
loag preſerue) feated a competent 
number of poore children of her owne 
age and ſexe, nor content with this, 
to compleat the charity, would ſerue 


| them with her owne hands. To wittz 


ſhe and her noble Parents deemd ic 
nothing ynworthy eyther of themſel= 
ues or her, to (erue God in his meaneſt 
members '; as being aſcertaind of the 
truth of theſe words Matt, 25. what 
you doe to one of theſe little ones you 
doe to mee, This I alledg to shew that 
parents necd not be shye or nice it 

| K poynt 
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poynt of apprehending it a diſparage- # 
ment, {ynce they ſee ic practiſd by one 
of the moſt illuſtrious of the world: | 
Bur it ſuffices ro haue hynted this. 
While he was in the Uniuerfityes 
(and in them he ſpent the greateſt = | 
of his yeares ) his charity ventcd it felte | 
in a particular manner ypon the reliete | 
of poore Students, therby to enable | 
them to a proſecution of theyr Studyes, | 
This was ſeen chiefly in rehecuing the 
hungry , cloathing the naked, and pro- 
uiding neceflaryes for thoſe in diſtreſs, | 
who muſt otherwiſe haue interrupted 
theyr courſe beth to theyr owne and | 
the vndoeing of many. Its moſt charis 
ty co help them who probably are like 
to be moſt benefhiciall ro the publique 
good, and conſequently greateſt pro- |; 
moters of charity : who hauing bin 
ſuſtaynd by it haue learnd by experi- » 
ence and theyr owne wants whatit is 
to be charitable to others, ,, non aliena | 
mali 
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* 4 Mali miſeris ſuccurrere diſco, And 
what fayrer way towards this enable- 
' | ment then a good foundation of lear- 
; ning ypon which the ſuperſtruQures of 

| preferrment may be built both in 
Church and Commonewelth by em- 

\ © ployments Spirituall and temporal! ; 
whence he might ſay , I by my chari- 

' | tyes haue enabled ſo many, and putt 
' them in a Capacity to doe the ſame to 

| others: and [think every one will ap- 
plaude his placing them ſo well. Vpon 
| this ſcore of lone to the poore he was 
more ready at all times to heare theyc 
| Confeſſions then thoſe of the berter 
ſort, who could never want Ghoſtly 
Fathers, and thoſe that would be for- 
ward to alliſt them, while thoſe of a 
meaner condition were eafily putt by, 
though not by him who equally beheld 
» Chriſtin all, and knew not what ac- 
: Ception of perſons fignify'd. This was 
+ fo remarkableia him, that a perſon of 
K 32 qua- 
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quality, who meaſurd all by a worldly : | 
ell , objeQed it as a diſcredit to hi? p 
byrth and calling z but receiu'd ma, ] 
other an{were then this: I muſt be ac. 
countable to Alm, God the great Judge, | 
as well for the pooreas therich, igno- | 
ble as noble, 

To this he added another but in ano * 
therkind, yett ſtill co the poore ; and_: 
with as much or more demonſtration of 
loue and deuotion as the former. - For} 
who more poore then thoſe who are 
deeply in diſtreſs , and cannot help| 
themlelues in the very leaſt 5 thole: 
whome the H. Ghoſt calls by the Pſal 
miſt antonomaſtically THE POORE: 
and needy, and giues not one but many 
bleſſings to thote that are fenfible of 
theyr neceſfitous condition, 1 meance; 
the ſoules in Purgatory, who are a great 
objec of charity, and begg compaſſion ' 
with a ,, miſeremini mei,, and they 
muſt be hard harted that arc not mou'd, 

| | lynce 
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It is recorded of him, that euen while 
Bishop if in trauelling he mett with a 


coarſe, he prefently lighted from his 
| horſe and togeather with all his trayne 
 ſayd on his knees a ,, de protundis,, for 


the ſoule departed. So true it is that he 


; was a loner of the poore both living 
& and dead. 


XIV. CHAPTER. 
His Charity to all, and Deteſta- 


tion of Detraction. 


T He former Chapter gaue vs a {cant- 
ling of his loue and Charity tothe 
Poore; this , indifterently to all. Ver- 
tucs as well as cauſes, the more Uniuer- 
{all, they are alſo the more perfe&, as 


* moſt reſembling thoſe of the Saints in 


heauen. Charity is a fyre whoſe aCti- 
uity is ſtill dilating it ſelfe where it finds 
: K 3 tugll 
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ſucllto feed on : it knowes no bound 
but diſcretion , and many times ſcarſc 
thar, though it ought allwayes to be or-! 
derly ; but it uſes as little to keep a mea« 
ne, as it is of its owne nature much! 
Communicative. $S, THOMAS hi 
hart was a heauen, and the Sunn of this| 
heauen was charity,as influentiall as any 
heauen , and as pure and fimple as free} 
from all ſelf ended compoſition : lie | 
the Sunn it regarded all equally without 7 
| acception of perſons, hauing latitude of 
hart to embrace all; and each one in} 
theyr propper quality both noble and} 
1gnoble, rich and poore. This Sunn} - 
like our Materiall one riſe equally to| 
the good and bad, iaſt and unwſt: tof 
the tormer for theyr improuement ; to}: 
the latter for theyr amendment , benefi-} 
ciall to all, affording both light and heat | 
by word and example : and as he 
lou'd all, fo was he belou'd gene- 
rally by all, loue as naturally exci- 
| - ting 


: 
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ting love as benefits doe gratitude, 

Je might truly be verifyd of him what 
the Apoltle fo earneſtly recommended 
to the Corinthians, ,, Omnia veſtra in 
charitate fant ,, that all theyr deuoyrs 
Should be done in charity, and ſo were 
all his ations, all his words and pro- 


| ceedings : as iſſuing from a hart all 


g made of charity they carry'd its rellish 


and parfume , like the plants of Arabia 


to fzlix, becauſe rooted in that partum'd 
| foyle, they did partake thence of the 


ſame fragrant odours. And to this pur- 


| poſe it was depoſd in the Proceſs of his 
\- Canonization that his dayly conuerſa- 


tion was ſuch, that not the leaſt exceſſe 
eyther in wordor geſture, yea though 
highly prouokd therto , could be difco- 
uerd or forcd from him contrary to cha- 
rity. Cauſes are knowne by theyr ef- 
fe&ts and trees by theyr fruites : the 


1.Cor, 
16.14, 


fruits of charity and the H. Ghoſt, Ga%. 


whole prime ifſue it is , are recoun-  ** \ 
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| ted by the Apoſtle among.others to by 
| patience , benignity , mecknes , a peace 
| 


tull diſpoſition ; and that he was emi- 
nently praQiſd in all theſe , we $hall 
ql _ make euident by examples. He lookd 
li - on patience as the vertue in which hg 
g was to poſſeſs his ſoule , and for that 
reaſon was ſo deeply rooted in it,, that 
ſ no wind or weather by word or deed 
| —_ could shake its Conſtancy , or render 
[ 12.20. him the leaſt impatient : yea all the re- 
if  taliation he vidto make was to pray for 
lf them , heaping thus the hott coules of 
[ charity vpon theyr head and ouerco- 
ns ming euillin good, as moſt beſceming 
a Chriſtian, He had divers controver- 
{yes relating to his Church with Friar 
John Peccham then Arch-Bishopp of 
Canterbury which coſt our Saint atter- 
wards a journey to Rome ; and what 
euer palsd in fact,he had but hard meaſu« 
rein words, being treated with contu- 
miclious language and in a high degree : 
"7: un 
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yett he did not ſo much as reping 
therat, nor ſufter-any of his to recrimi= 
nate in the leaſt, Theſe z. proppertyes 
of charity , patience, meeknes , and be= 
nignity, are ſo neerly ally'd and linkd 
togeather, that for breuitycs ſake we 
may treat them all ynder one , they 
being as it were twinns of the {ame 
Mother, moſt like as in nature ſo iniea- 
tures, and conſequently what Come 
mends the one Commends the other, 
I haue already exemplifyd in the 
7. Chapter how patiently , while yett 
Chancellour of the Uninerfity he 
carry'd himſelfe in that buſsle betwixt 
the Southerne and Northerne Scheliars 
in an affront as contemptuous as cculd 
be putt vpon him ; yett he neuer com- 
playnd of the inſolency , much Icfs 
ſought reuenge , contenting hiniclite 
with the meritt of his patience : and 
this not out ofany puſillanimity or want 
of courage, tor he, as being of a yigoe 
_- | Ts EE rous 
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rous ſpiritt, had enough of that, but | 
meerly ouerſwayd with motiues of ver- | 
rue he putt all vpp, fullfilling what God | 
bid him , ,, mihi vinditam & ego retri- | 
,» buam,, leaue revenge to mee and[ 
will ſee it repayd, He had a great ſuite 
at law with the Earle of Gloceſter and 
his Officers, from whome inthe open 
Court he receiuv'd many vnhandſome 
and rewling ſpeeches little beſeemin 
eyther him or them: all he ſayd-by way 
of reply was this, and he did it with 
much mecknes'; My Lord, fay what 
you pleaſe of mee, you $hall never pro- 
uoke me to ſay any thing againſt you 
misbeſeeming ; that's not the thing [ 
come for, but to recouer the rights of 
my Church. Yeathis vertue of a pa- 
tient meeknes was {o remarkable in 
him, that if any of his ſeruants, no iuſt 
cauſe being giuen , fretted impatiently 
at his commands , his cuſtome was to 
humble himſelfe firſt ro them towards a 
recon- 
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reconcilement,as if he,not they,had vin 
in fault, giving them ſweet and mollify- 
ing words, to shew therby that all was 
forgott and forg iven, as not proceeding 
from paſſion or ſpleen. While he liv'd 
at Paris, 4. jeares before he was Bishop, 
he had a Clark in his Retinue who had 
this cuſtome that, taking his after noon 
napp, whoeuer awakd him out of it, 
he would, halfe a ſleep as he yett was, 
thank him with his fiſt and that very li- 
berally with many ablow. Itchanc'd 
one day , no other being at hand, that 
his Maiſter , vnacquainted with this ill 
habit, went himſelfe to be his Caller ; 


nor did he fare better then others vid 


todoe: to witt, the man not fully him- 
ſelfe fell on his Maſter , and among 
others gaue him a shrow'd blow on the 
o_ The Saint nothing mou'd or of- 
ended heer with made onely this «hore 
reply ; take heed Child, what you doe, 
it is a Prieſt whome you beat, Other 
eXam- 
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examples of this nature might be al» |} 
ledgd to shew the abſolute Maſtry he 
had ouer his paſſions, Randing Lord pa- 
ramount. to theyr Qontrowle when 
[euerthere was danger of ouer lathing, 
and what greater figne of an eminent 
ſanQity? 

Charity is allwayes as peacefull, ſo a 
peacemaker, in as much as it Ciments 
vpp all breaches, and concludes all in 
vnity ; and he took this much to hart 
as knowing that a beatitude was an» 

Mar, 2&xdto it, Bleſſed are the Peacemakers, 
5.9, He not onely had no enmity with any 
one living , but made it his endeauour 

to piece vpp all diſcordes wherever he 
tound them, and reconcile partyes to a 

* true underſtanding of mutuall charity. 

As to himſelte or his owne perſon it 
was impoſible to fixe a quarrell ypon 
him, heeſteeming no loſs greater then 

that of charity, and would part with 

any thing rather then infringe #. He 

| : knew 
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knew not what it was to beare hatred 
or ill will; and to prevent all grounds 
of miſtake inthis kind which might bs 
occaſiond by ill mannagement of affay- 
res, he vid allwayes to haue able Lawy- 
ers and diſcreet Councellours about 
him, by whoſe prudence and skill he {o 
regulated his exteriour judiciall aQtions, 
that no place by ſuch a prenention was 
left for Controuerſyes. Nor was he 
content to haue them about him , but 
euery day as ſoon as divine Office was 
ended he calld them to Conlult and 
{cannd euery cauſe which was to be de- 
cided, This muſt needs contributs 
much to peace, and fuch an vpright 
prudentiall proceeding to the maintai- 
ning of Charity : nor-was he content 
with this care but ouer and aboue he 
burden'd theyr Conſciences , and taxd 
them with it if he found any falſe dea- 
ling among them. All the Controuer- 
{yes he had with others were m_ 

| is 
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his owne ſcore but on the behalfe of 
his Church, and conſequently not to 
be deemd his owne but hers : though 
in other reſpeAs he werea lamb, yertt 
in her defence he wasa Lion, and feard 
no colours or oppoſition what ſoeuer, 
nor refuſd eyther labour. or danger for 
the preſeruation of her immunityes, 
Vpon this account he vndertook a iour- 
ney to Rome which coſt him his life, 
nor could any temporall power , how 
formidable ſoeuer, appale him when he 
found juſtice his a=bettour : in this a 
true imitatour of his glorious Patrone 
S. THOMAS of Canterbury ; which 
his magnanimity ſynce it 1s to be the 
ſubje& of the next Chapter, I will ſay 
no more heer then onely to referrthe 
reader toit, 

Now as charity had made him her 
victime , and as ſuch a perfe& holocauſt 
of loue , no wonder if louing it ſo enty- 


rely he hated as hartily its oppoſite and 
| " Riuall 
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Rivall detraRtion, The horrour he bore 
to that vice was ſo fignall that all the 
* Writers of his hfe take notice of it, and 
! in ſuch expreſſions of auerſion that 
| greater can hardly be inuented. And 


| indeed how could theſe bowells all 


'* made of loue doe other wiſe then ab- 


horre its deſtruQiue, a compound made 
vpp of malice and enuy? Itis a mure 
therer of its neighbours good name, a 
Robber of his meritt and prayle , a 
thiefe thats allwayes pilfering ſom- 
thing, a poyſonous breath that ſeeks to 
blaſt whats not its owne, a meer lum 
of (elte loue repining at anothers —__ 
perity : He learnd this leſſon of the 
great S. AVSTIN, whoas he was 
charitably hoſpitable ſo he excluded 
none from his table beſydes the detrac- 
tour, as the noted diſtick which he putt 
vpp to that purpole doth teſtify, Our 
B. Saint as he perte&ly deteſted this vice 
in him ſelfe , fo he could not endure it 
in 
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in any of his domeſtiques; nordid hi 
omitr , when he found them faulty, to 
giue a ſeuere reprehenfion, Oue of his 
Chaplans hauing bin preſent at a paſlage 
betwixt-the Arch-Bishop Peccham and 
him, wher in the Saint ſeemd to receiue 
hard dealing both as to words and 
deeds, the Chaplain in time of table 
Complaining ot it begann to inueigh 
againſt the court of Rome for its negli- 
pence in providing able and fitt Prelates 
ro gouerne thyer flocks , with much 
more then needed to that purpoſe, His 


Lord was preſently mou'd therat , and 
giving him a check wishd him to —_ 


more reverendly and charitably: of all, | 
and chiefly of his Superiours and: bet- | 
ters, 
lt may bs expected that treating of 

his charity to all, ſom thing should be 
ſayd of it in order to God, whome it 
regards in the firſt place. Ir is this toue 
ehietly which is the tullflling of the 

: law 
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Law and Prophetts , by which we loue 
God aboue all, and our Neighbour as, 
our ſelfe in and for God; ſo that this 
latter part of the Law Cannot ſubſiſt 


without the former on which it de-'*. 
pends, As his whole life was, as I may - 


ſay , one continued or yninterrupted 
at of charity towards God , by which 
he was inceſsantly not onely tending 
towards him but alſoe vnited to him 
in his deuine grace as will appeare by 
the reuiew of his yertves; foe an am- 
ple ſcope of matter Cannot fayle him 
that would dilate himfſelfe on this ſub- 
je& ( for whatare all morall yertues but 
ſo many iſſues or shoots of charity 
theyr root?) yett at preſent we will 
rather ſuppole this vertue of vertues 
then goe about to prove it, and leaue 
it to be drawen by the reader rather 
from his other perfeRions then make a 
formall draught of it ; praiſing it per- 
chance as much or more by an admiring 

L lilence 
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filence then extenuating expreſſions 2 
for what are the Commendatoryes of 
our words, tothe liuely colours of his 
vertues? Belſydes we $hall haue occa- 


—_ 
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fion to ſay ſomthing of it when we treat | 


of his piety and deuotion, true. gen= | 
nuine children of this Mother, 


XV. CHAPTER. 


His Courage in defence of Eccle- ; 


ſaſticall Libertyes. 


He Church is the Bride of Chriſt _ 


eſpould at the expenſe of his pre- 
tious blood, dearer to him then his life, 
and who euer touches her to wrong 


: 


her touches the apple of his eye. For x; 


her detence and propagation he ſettled 
a Hierarchy, in which he gaue ſome 
Apoſtles, ſome DoRours, others Pa- 
ſtours; for the work of the Miniſtery 


and edification of this his Myſicall bo= | 


dy. 
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dy. Inthis Hierarchy, Miniſtery , edi- 
fication , Bishops as the immediate ſuc- 
ceſſours of the Apoſtles Carry the firft 
rank both in gouerning and feeding : in 
feeding is regarded the wholſomnes of 
the fodder and paſturage , in governing, 
direction and. prorection ; and both 
theſe require that he be a true Sheapard 
nota hyreling , and {eek the good of his 
flock, not himſelfe, If the hyreling lee 


a wolte Coming, layth the beſt ot Shea- Joan: 


10.12, 


pards, he runns away becauſe he is a hy- 


reling ; while the good Sheapard ex- 
poles his life for his sheep, shunning 
neyther paynes nor danger for theyr 
ſafety and behoof ; and ſo did our 
B. Saint, prouing himſelte a good Sheae 
pard indeed, His loue to his eſpouſd 


Church was as tender as ought to be to 


his owne Spouſe, now a Spirituall part 
of himſelfe and the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
and he embracd her as ſuch, and togea- 
ther with her eſpouſd all her Concerns 
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whatſocuer; and this is no more theti | 
is ordinarily done euen in Corporal, 
Marriages. It was his deuoir to proue 
himſelte a faithfull Menager of the fas, 
mily he was entruſted with all, anda 
valiant maifitainer of all its poſſeſſions, 
priuiledges, CCIIG that 
in none of them it might ſuffer preju- 
dice, This he took to hart exceedingly, 
as deeming it the prime part of his 
Charg? , refolu'd to expoſe and oppoſe 
himſclfe as a wall tor the Houſe of God; 
and what we are to relate will shew 
that he fayld not in his reſolution, ſea- 
ling it even with the loſs of his lite; 
and what greater pledg of his fidelity ? 
It had bin the deplorable misfortune 
of our poore Country, that for many , 
yeares , ſucceſsiuely and by fitts, it had 
bin inuolu'd in an vnnaturall inteſtine | 
warr, which as it cauſd great Confu- 
fion inthe ciuill ſtate, fo didit no little 
in the Ecclefiaſticall, In ſuch times of i 
libez- 


4 -- 


> 1 © fR.u << Oo 


—_ 


I 


S. Thomas Cantilupe 16g 


liberty, abuſes eaſily creepin, an vniuſt 
inuafion being much ſooner committed 
then redreſsd ; for when the, ſword 

iues Law, its in vayne for the Croſyer 
toplead Conſcience, or preach Reſti- 
tution, a language little vaderſtood in 
ia ciuill garboyles. The weakeſt , they 
ſay , goe allwayes to the walls, and fo 
does the Church as leaſt able in ſuch 
occaſions to defend it ſelte, ſynce it 
cannot nor muſt not repell force by 
force ; and ſo to redeem. vexation is 
compelld to part with her right eſpect- 
ally when the inuaders are powertull, 
This was the caſe of the See of Here- 


. ford when our Saint enterd ypon it : it 


had bin vniuſtly outed of diyers large 
poſſeſſions, and , what made the Reco- 
uery harder, the poſſeſſours had quiett- 
ly enioyd them diuers yeares, cuen in 
time of peace , when the lawes had 
theyr Courſe ; his two predeccſſours 
knowing well the equity of theyr, 
L 3 caule, 
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cauſe, but diſpayring to preuayle againſt | 


ſuch potent aduerfaryes ; One wheroff 
was the Kings Sonn-in-law Gilbert 
Earle of Gloceſter, another Lewellin 
Prince of Wales, and a third Roger 
Lord Clifford , belydes the Arch: Bi- 
Shop ot Canterbury and others." 

Our H. Saint having maturely confi- 
derdall this , though he found the rask 
very hard, yett relying on the equity of 
his plea , deemd himlelte bound, vales 
he would betray his truſt, to attempt the 
recouery of thele Lands. His courage 
was ſuch that in Gods caule he feard 
no colour of greatnes , nor multitude of 
oppolers ; and why $should he, ſynce 
he was armd with the armour of the 
juſt, a true armour of prooff ? hauing 

Sap. juſtice or a good Conſcience for his 

$20 breaſt plate piece, {yncer judgment for 
his helmett, and equity tor an inuincible 
Shield, Courage and magnanimity is 
AGuer better ſeconded then by _ 
al 
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and ſanctity, and a good cauſe; when 
theſe make the onlett, be the oppolſi- 
tion what it will , they Carry all betore 
them. Of his owne nature he was ſo 
auerſe from ſuites or contraſts , that he 


would ſooner have yealded vpp his pri- 


 uate right to an aduerſary then ſought 


to regaine it by Law z in what belongd 
to his Church he could not, it being 
not his owne but Gods who requird 1t 
at his hands. Burt to moderate and faci- 
litate all, the beſt he could , the firſt 
eſſay he. made was a modeſt and peace- 
full clayme of his right propolting an 
agreement on reaſonable tearmes , and 
incaſe it were refuſd, a ready offer of 
a Reference ; it that were rejected too, 
then he leftrthe matter to a tryall at law, 
in which he playd the Sollicitour fo 
well, and was ſo diligently watchtull, 
that he would be preſent at the deciſion 
though he were carry'd in a litter. 
This conſcientious proceeding grouny 
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ded on an equitable right, driuen on by 
a ſtudious attendance, made him neuer 
fayle to winn his plea. 

Hence ſuch was the opinion which 
euery one conceiu'd of his zeale and 
courage 1n behalfe of, his Spouſe or 


Church, that, during the time of 7.yea- | 


res which he fate in its Chayre, no 


body durſt preſume to offer the leaſt en» | 


croachment on its immunityes , know - 
ing well that to offer {uch a thing were 
to awake a ſleeping Lion. But this 
was not enough, his Joue and magnani« 
mity aymd at a recouery of what was 
vnjuſtly invaded and detaynd : in which 
behalfe though the endeauours of his 
immediate predecefiours Peter and 
John, had bin lirtle ſucceſsfull, being 
ouer powerd with might, he alſo would 
try his chance , and began with the 
greateſt firſt, Wherfore after a legall 
clayme layd to Malbume Chaſe and 
Other lands and woods ther to adioyn- 
RTM EE * 
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ing , wrongfully withheld by Gilbert 


de Clare Earle ot Gloceſter , nor recei= 
uing any fatisfaRtory anſwere towards 
a reſtiturion , he commenc'd a ſuits 
againſt him, and followd it ſo cloſe, 
that not withſtanding all his greatnes 
and countenance from the King, cleare 
juſtice was ready to giue verdict on his 
behalte, The Cotirt was held neer or 
ypon the place controuerted, and the 
Earle had armd men togeather with his 
Forreſters, in caſe of being caſt, to keep 
poſſeſſion by force: and feeing things 
prought to this paſs beſought the King 
for a ſuſpenſion of the finall Sentence, 
which was granted, All this nothing 
abashd the H. Bishop ; who going a 
{yde to geather with his Clergy into 
the wood, putt himſelte in his Epiſco- 
pall Robes, and them in theyrs with * 
lighted tapers; thus going before them 
he came to the place where the Judges 
togeather with the Earle made theyre 
£M '. L 5 a bode z 
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a bode ; where the Candles being putt 
out , he ſolemnly pronouned a ſentence 
of Excommunication againſt all and 
euery one who that day hinderd and 
moleſted his and the Church of Here- 
fords right inthe ſayd woods and for- 


— ew -—> ' 


reſt. This done, the Earle percemw'd | 


who he had to deale withall, and. pre- 
ſently, taking horſe departed : nor was 
he ſooner gone then the Judges pro- 
ceeded to giue ſentence , and that gi- 
uen, the Bishopp cauld his feruants to 
hunt as in his owne libertyes through 
the ſame Chaſe to Regaine poſſeſſion ; 
and he himſclte for the rſanie purpoſe 
walkd ouer the bounds , vnarmd as he 
was , though it were not done without 
danger of his life, For diners of the 
Earles men obſtinately perſiſting to 
maintaine the quarrell , shott at random 
very neer his perſon without any re- 
ſpe or reverence had therto : one of 


whome more injurious then the reſt 
he 
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he threatned with the divine revenge g 
and the ſame. perſon shortly after, ſayth 
the Record, was miſerably drownd, the 
Common voyce ot all going that it was 
a juſt punishment tor his contemptuous 
carriage towards the Saint, and well 
for himif onely a temporall, 

He proceeded much after the ſame 
fashon with Lewellin Prince of Waies, 


' androexcommunication alſo , for yni- 
| uſtly detayning 3, villages ſituated neer 


Montgomery belonging to the fayd his 
See. Who lying thus vnder the Cen- 
{ure came with the King, as fearing no- 
thing vader his shaddow,into a Church 
where the Saint was going to Say 
Maſs. He eſpyd the Excommunicated 
perſon, and without further comple- 
ment warnd him as ſuch out of the 
Church : the King himſelfe interpolsd 
for his tay ; but all would not doe , nor 
he beginn till the other had ablented 
kimſclte, nos could he bs admitted into 


Com- 
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Communion before due ſativ{aioh | 
was performd, He was in like manner 
forc'd ro ve the ſame rigour both fpiri- * 
euall and temporall againſt ſome Welsh- 
men who had vſurpt 3. villages of his 
Territory and defended them by ſtrong 
hand , till proceeding to the like cen- | 
{ures he frighted them intoa reſtitution, 
Roger Lord Clifford a Neighbourer 
ypon his Diocels had trenchd fo farr 
ypon the ſame in time of warr as to 
drive bootyes of cattle and vie extor- 
fions ypon ſome of the dioceſans. He 
was too noble minded to denye the 
fac or putt the H. Bishop to the proof 
of it, but now willing to reſtore, all his 
endeauour was to make fatisfaction in 
priuate by ſome Compoſition without 
vndergoing the confuſion of a publi- 
que, and to obtayne this he offerd vn- 
derhand no ſmall ſumme of money. He 
knew not with whome he had to doe, 
nor the principle, it ſcems , that a publi- 
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que fault muſt haue a publique penn 
ance : the offence being notorious , 
apriuate attonement could not be ad- 
mitted , nor the {candall taken away till 
he in perſon in the Church of Here» 
ford appearing in apenitentiall weed, 
barehead and barefoot, went in pro= 
ceſſion vpp to the high Aultar it ſelfe, 
the Bishop tollowing with a rodd in his 
hand and according to the canons ſtrie 
king him, 


XVI. CHAPTER. 


His journey to Romeand enters 
tainment there. 


He laſt conteſt he had and which 
coſt him dearer then the reſt, as 
going more againſt the hayre, ( tor hs 
lou'd not debates with ſuperiours) was 
with his Metropolitane Iohn Pec- 
cham, Arch-Bishop of Canterbury ; a 
| man 
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man of great learning and ability and 
worthy Prelate , as graue Authors dos 
teſtify of him, Nor 1s eyther he or our 
Saint to be the worſe thought off for 
this theyr variance \, ſynce good and 
wiſe men may be of a different judg+« 
ment, as to matters of right or fact, vn- 
till a juſt umpyre decide the controuer- 
ſy ; till then both the Plaintiff and De- 
fendant may inculpably by courſe of law 
ſeck theyr right, | h 

This Iohn Peccham ſucceeded Ro- 
bert Kilwarby in theChayre of Canter- 
bury; with whome he carry'd this refe- 
rence, that as the other had bin Prouin- 
tiall of the H. Order of S. Dominick 
and thence choſen to that See, fo this 
of S. Franciſs; both fignally eminent 
in knowledg and vertue , both great 
lights of theyr reſpeRiue bodyes, This 
Iohn, his yeares of Gouerment being 
expyrd, trauelld through the Uniuerſi- 
tyes of Italy to his great API 
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and laſtly to Rome , where the forerun: 
ning fame hauing giuen a large cha« 
rater of his efninent parts he was in 
Short time made by thePope then fitting 
Auditour or chiefe Iudge of his Pal- 
lace: in which employment he con- 
tinu'd till vpon the Promotion of Kobert 
to his Cardinallship, he ſucceded him 
in his ArcheBishoprick, 

No Record that I could meet with- 
all give vs any further account of this 
controuerſy, then that it was Ecclef- 
aſticall, and relating to the priuiledges 
and immunityes of priuate Sees, on 
which the Arch-Bishop waz, thought 

otrench., A Councill was held by him 

atRedding ; in the which he is ſayd to 
haue yd ſome injunRions on the par= 
ticular Sees vnder his jurisdition pre- 
judiciall to theyr libertyes and beyond 
the verge of his power, as was con- 
ceiu'd ; nor were they peculiar to that 
of Hereford , but ioyntly common =_ 
that 
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that acknowledg'd him theyrMetrop6e 
litane. And though they were equally 
concernd , yett no one belſydes our 
Saint had the courage to vndergoe borh 
the labour and expenſes and hazards that 
were annexd to ſuch an yndertaking, 
They were {ure to haue a very power» 
full aduerſary , the cauſe was to be tryd 
in the court of Rome , for that end a 
journey thither was neceſſary , and a 
good purſe to defray its charges; all 
which conſiderd and the doubtfullnes 
of. the ſucceſs, made the reſt of the Bis- 
hops hold off and rather be content ta 
fit ſtill looſers in what they deemd theyr 
right, then to incurr ſuch incumbran- 
ces in ſeeking redreſs. This was the 
Rate of the queſtion, and in this poſture 
things ſtood when S. THOMAS 
weighing maturely the encroachment 
on theyr priuiledges and its conſequen- 
ces on one {yde, and the juſtice of the 
cauſc , of which he was throughly fa- 
I : tisfyd 
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tisfyd , on the other , reſolu'd to lend his 
beſt endeauours , and ſpare neyther 
paynes nor coſt for rectifying what was 
a miſs, though it should coſt him a jours 
ney to Rome, 

Thoſe very motives which daunted 
the other Bishops were to him ſo many 
incentiues ; he vnderualu'd all labours, 
he contemnd all dangers, and for what 
end were the Reuenues of the Church 
allowd him, but for his owne and the 
maintenance of the Church and her 
prerogatiues ? All this aroſe from the 
Zealous loue he had for his ſpouſe,much 
dearer to him then Rachel to Jacob ; 
for whoſe preſeruation he neyther 
feard to dye nor refuſsd to line and ſerue 
through heats and colds night and day 
another 7, yeares if ſo it pleald Alm, 
God, And finding that for the good 
mannagement of his ſuite a journey to 
Rome was neceſſary, ſynce it could 
neyther be determind els where , nor 
M there 
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there well without a perſonall atten«?” 
dance, which 1s the lis and vigour of 
ſuch dependences, he reſolu'd ypon the\” 
fame , though now well ſtruck into 
yeares,and otren incamberd with great |” 
tices of facknes; both the one and other -* 
wheroff might juſtly haue pleaded his © 
excuſe, could his charity have admitted 
any. As in this he diſchargd his owne . 
conſcience, ſo was his relolution ac- 
companyd with the acclamations of all | 
ſorts of people, extolling his courage . 
and zeale now , as afterwards they | 
doubted not to aſctibe to it all the mira- | 
cles which God was pleaſd to work by 
him, ſtihng him a Martyr like $, THO- 
MAS of Canterbury, as loofing his life . 
in detence of his Church, as $shall bs 
more tully shewd in the next Chapter, / 
He took his journey from England Y 
through Normandy, and making ſome 
ſtay in the Abbey of Lira in the Diocels 
of Eureux, this which 1 am to recount | 


hap» 


S. Thomas Cantilupe. vs 


happend during that interim , nor muſt 
= be ommitted as being a teſtimony of hff 


preſent ſanAty. A child of z. yeares 
old wont to play with other children 
before the Abbey gates , falling into a 
brook which rann therby,was drowndy 


* the Childs Parents well knowne to the 


'7 Saint gaue him to vnderſtand the mis- 


* fortune befallen them , to whome he 


ſayd no more then theſe few words, 
the child by Gods aſſiſtance will live ; 
and ſtreching forth his hand towards 


'; theplace, made ther on the figne of the 
-|* Croſs. In the meane while the father 


: of the Child taking it out of the brook 
* found it ſtark dead}, full of water and 


ſand, no figneeyther of life or motion 
remayninginit ; he opend the mouth 
with a knife and letting the water out 


' to agreat quantity , to omitt no endea- 


* your hechat'd the body though hopeles 


' of life before the tyre. His endeauour 


found effeR ; life returnd and motion 
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gppeard,and in a competency of cime al 

came to itsnaturall paſs to the great aſto-. 
nishment ofall preſent, The recouery 

was held euen then miraculous, but to 

whome to aſ{cribe the Miracle they knew 

not, andto S. THOMAS they durſ 

not, though even then venerable for hi 

Sanity, yett his humility could not 

brook ſuch extraordinaryes, But after- 

wards when the fame and number ofhis 
wonders was diyulgd throughFrance it 
ſelfe , the father ot the child before the 
Lords Commillioners ypon the Saints 

making the figne of the Croſs, and vtte- 
ring the aforeſayd words, depold , tha” 
he yerily belicudlife was reſtord by his 
merittsand interceſſion, 

He begann his journey in'or about 
the 60. yeare of his age , ad not with, 
ſtanding his bodily infirmityes arriu'd. 
there ſafe and well, Nicolas the 4. fit- 
ting then in the Chayre of S. Peter, 
How wellcomg both the quality of his 


| per- 
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erfon, and charaRer of degree made 
fon is needles to infiſt ypon, beſydes 
' the fame of landiity as well as knowledg 


: which accompanyd him ; nor muſt we 
| omitt the ſupperadditionall of being 
; Chaplain to his Holynes conferrd heer- 
| tofore ypon him in the Councell of 
- Lions. Saints carry allwayes with them 
| Letter- Parents of a gratefull Reception, 
| anditis one of the temporal! rewards 


of ſanRity , eſpecially where it is in 
yogue and has its due reſpect ; which 
if it be not regardable in the holy citty 


” Where will it « The court of Rome 1s 


the great Patronizer and promoter of 


- Santity , where it 1s as in its center ; 


which thoughtrampled vpon els where, 
heer finds redreſs, where it has as many 


- aſlertours as it has perſons of eminency, 


ſuch as haue an ayme to riſe by ts 


| Commendatoryes, Vertbe is praile 


worthy euen in an enemy, its owne 
natiue beamess and intrinſecall worth 
M 3 rendring 
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rendring it ſo, how much more whex 
it shynes in 1ts propper hemysphers j 
enuironnd with lights to ſett it off, not * 
as toyles but like the Moone among her | 
ſtarres, No body prizes vertue more |; 
highly then the vertuous , its worth 
being beſt knowne to ſuch , and none *' 
Commends it more then thoſe that © 
praQtiſe it, its commendation conſiſting ©; 
not ſo much in words as in deeds, It is © 
1gnorance that makes the world con- . 
temne it, who it they knew itsprizeles | 
value would fell all to purchaſe it, This j 
preſent Pope was a Frenchman by birth, |: 
who beſydes other great parts wher | 
with Nature had endowd him, was fo © 
farr fauourd by grace, as to be eminent | 
in ſanity of life; in atteſtation wheroff | 
after death his ſepulcher was gracd ? 
with many Miracles, the blind , lame, 
and dumb finding there a preſent cure, © 
Now what wonder it one Saint giue 
another an honorable reception ? this 
1s 
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1s no more then to giue vercue its due 
and from whome may that be more jult- 
ly expeRed then from Saints ? 

The legality of Appeales to Rome in 
Church affayres when a deciſion can- 
not be had in an inferiour court, is rati- 
fyd by the cuſtome and practiſe of all 
nations and ages : to her allflyasroa 
common and disintereſsd Mother who 
holds the weights of the Sanctuary, and 
without byaſs and partiality divides a 
diſtributiue juſtice according to equity, 
This is no more then to appeale from an 
inferiour court to a {uperiour , which 
the courſe of juſtice deemes lawtull ; 
nor indeed in our preſent controuerly 
which was berwixt a Biſhop and his 
Primate could any other court giue a 
finall verdict, To it therfore our Saint 
appeald, and in proſecution of it made 
his long journey ; and as he was all- 
wayes happy in this that he undertook 


iy 


, "nothing but ypon mature aduiſe and c:r+ 
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cumſpection, grounded on the ſound 
judgment of wiſe Councellors ſo he 
ſeldome or never miſcarry'd in any 
cauſe , but all being well digeſtedthe 
very laying it open prou'd its deciſion, 
Yett a legall courſe of law was to be 
obſeru'd,and things by degrees brought 
to an iſſue ; and his was ſuch as he 
deſyrd , that is , an enioyment of the 
rights he was inueſted in by the decrees 
of former Popes, without ſuffering any 
infringment therin by his Metropoli- 
tance, who had not power to explicate 
Papall Conſtitutions, as our Saint ob- 
jected to him in the fore mentiond 
Councell of Redding , and vpon his 
owne explication to lay a clayme, 
Where all proceeds according to rigour 
of juſtice, tauour pretends no place, nor 
did it heer further, then to obtainea 
quick difpatch and remouall of thoſe 
delayes , which render law-ſuites both 
coſtly and tedious. This was all the 
fauour 
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fauour that was or could be {hewd him, 
and he took it for no meane one ; lon- 
ging as he did after a ſpeedy returne, 
his hart being athome , where was allo 
the chiefeſt of his concerns , while the 
reſt of his body was at Rome, He did, 
tis true, by an interiour ynion of mind 
enioy God euery where hauing long 
habituated himſelfe in the ſame, but 
yett his content was in RecolleQion : 
he lou'd not the Ceremonious vilitts 
of courts nor.the loſs of time that's 
made in them , they being toylſomly 
fruitles and fruitlesly toylſome ; while 
he was Lord Chancellor he telt the 
{mart of that , and the ſurfeyt cauſd 
then, made himleſs able to diſgeſt them 
all his hfe after, Yett to omitt them 
would haue bin deemd a ſoleciſme 
againſt civility, and argu'd at the 
beſt a ſoicall ſanity ; therfore who 
can blame a fſeruant of God it he 
indeaugur to withdraw himſelte out 
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of the concourle of ſuch courtshippss | 
He that touches pitch $hall be defild 
by it. 


XVII. CHAPTER. 


Ofhis Returne homewards, and 
death on the Way. 


FH wins thus obtaynd a fauorable 
diſpatch and taken leaue of that 
great court, he putt himſelte with ioy 
vpon the way as to himſelfe , though he 
left it in a kind of regrett for his depar- 
ture , and the priuation of the {weet 
odour of his ſanctity caufd therby : 
W hat is admird as preſent is regretted as 
abſent, nor doe we ordinarily know 
the worth of things better then by theyr 
priuation. It cannot be prudently doub- 
ted but that according to his ſettled 
practiſe of piety, during the ſpace of his 
abode there , 6 left many ——_—_— 
T : bot 


Id 


:; 
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both of his Wiſdome and Sanctity moſt 


richly worth recounting had they come 


to our knowledg, But ſynce they doe 
nct we muſt rather.content our lelues 
with a patient filence, then diſcourſe 
ypon leſs groundles conjectures, con=- 
tenting our ſelues that all is regiſterd in 
the book of hfe or Annalls of heauen 
to be publiſhd at the day of judgment. 
Nor can I doubt but according to the 
vſuall ſtrayne of ſanctity , which has 
for its motto, ,, ama neſ(ciri, loue Con- 
cealment, he playd the filent Eagle , not 
the talkatiue patrot, and that the courſe 
of his yertuous actions the more pro» 
found they were the more filent like 
deep rivers and with leſs noyſe did 
they imperceptibly flow , and ther- 
fore no wonder it they eſcapd the re- 
cord. | 
Having putt himſelfe on his jodrney 
as ſoon as the heats would permitt, all 


his endeauours now , after Alm. God, 
were 


I ———_ — I _— IN 
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were to render it as ſpeedy as he coul&, 
much reioycing in the ſucceſs of his 
negotiation, and longing earneſtly tg 
make the concernd neighbouring 
Churches at home, as well as his owne, 
partake of the fame. Thus doe the Wil. 
eſt many times project according tg 
humane reaſons and motiues , whily 
reckning , as I may ſay, without they 
hoſt , they propoſe and God diſpoles, 
Little did he dreame that his journey 
was deſtin*dto a better home, and him+ 
ſelfe deſign'd not for new labours but a 
fruition of the paſt , the euening being 
at hand when the Maſter of the Vines 
yard wasto call his Workman to receyue 
his hyre , and inuite him into the ioyes 
of our Lord; athing if not ſought for 
yett alwayes wellcome as being the 
much better home. He was reſignd for 
life and death putting both in the hands 
of God ; and having learnd topoſſeſ(s 
his ſoule in patience , he woe not 

| olli- 


a wo oa way 
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follicitous to dye ſoon or live long , but 
toliue and dye well ; which latter can 
be done but.once, aud giues the ypſhote 
toall. 
| He was now in the ClymaRericall 
yeare of his age 63. and his crazy body 
was worne out with former labours , 
and not onely what he now did. bue 
What he had done theſe diners yeares 
was more by the vigour of his ſpirite 
then Corporall ſtrength, Thus 1s a 
thing propper to holy toules who mea- 
furing theyr ability , as indeed they 
ought, rather by the former then the 
htter , make this againſt its will keep 
pace with that , as hath bin obſeru'd in 
S. Baſil, S. Gregory andothers, and 
eyther by Communicating a new force, 
or reieting the ſleeules excuſes of felt 
loue, or by a ſpeciall bleſſing of God 
they doe wonders in this kind. This 
vigorous reſolution had now brought 
him as farr as the Rate of Florence , avd 
il 
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in it toa place knowne by the name of 
Monte Fiaſcone ; but its ſtock or via» 
ticum being ſpent could carry him no 
further. Heer his debility deſtiture of 
vitalls for a reinforcement, cauſd adil- 
temper, that was hightned to a feauer, 
this in its acceſſes, as a Certaine fore 
runner of death by its ſymprames , told 
him that the dayes and wayes of his pil- 
grimage would ſhortly be ended, and 
ſothey were , in not very many houres 
Compal, all its periods concludipg in 
one poynt , to witt, Alm, God, in 
whole fightthe death of Saints is pre« 
tious, Now we muſt look on him a 
while as deaths victime , and learne of 
himhow to dye well, which is one of 
the moſt important arts in the world, 
for what auailes itif we gaine the whole 
uniuerle and ſuffer thipwrack of oar 
owne Soules. This maxime was the 
ſtudy of his whole lite, and on it all his 
priaciples were:grounded, and {o _ 
that 
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that he was nota frayd to look death in 
the tace; he regarding it no otherwiſe 
then as apaſlage to a better life : and 
therfore amidlt all its appalements he 
late vpon its Couch as the Phenix on 


her pile of ſpices, expeAing that the 


ſame flames which conſumd his body 
ſhould renew his ſoule to a better and 
immortall life, 

Of this his paſſage I ſhall ſay no more 
then I find vpon authentique Record, 
the Procels of his Canonization : ree 
fleQing on two things ; firſt, his an p4 
ration to it, ſecondly the ſequels of it. 
And asto the former, when he perceiu'd 
that the euening of life was in a great 
decline and its = neer vpon ſetting, 
though his whole life had bin nothing 
elſe but a preparation to death, or diſpo- 
fition to the fleep of Saints, by which 
they reſt in our Lord ; yett the neerer 


it approachd, the more it awakd him to 


a dilcharge of his laſt duryes, And 


ther= 
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therfore with hart andeyes fixd on hes | 


ven, the firſt of his deſyres, accordinz 


tothe, Rytes of H. Church, were the 
laſt Sacraments or Viaticum of that great | 


journey,doing himſelfe as he had taught 


others to doe in that paſſage. Theſe | 


are Confeſſion, Communion , and Ex- F 
treme Un&ion which as no good | 
Chriſtian doth omitt, ſo no good ſer- þ 
uant of God, but has them in eſteem and | 


veneration, and the greater , the better 
inſight they haue into the Concerns 
of theyr ſoule and its happy paſſage, 
Having thus prouided for the ſubſtan- 
tiall part, all the reſt of his minutes were 
Jett out at the higheſt exchange , and 
he, vnmindfall of all worldly things, 
inuokd the Spiritt both, of life and light 
by a,, Veni Creator Spirits , to be alfi- 
ſtant to him in this laſt confli& againſt 
the Spiritts of Darknes , when both life 


and light lye at the Stake, This done 


he armd himſelte with the &gne of the 
Croſle 


VELT_— . 
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eroſſe or enligne of Chriſtianity as 
formidable ro the infernall powers as 
confortable to a parting foule ; who + 
whilſt he confignd himſelte by it 0- 
uer to Alm. God he added theſe deuour 
expreſſions taught him probably in his 
child hood, ,,Per fignum Crucis de ini- 
micis noſtris hibera nos Deus noſter; 
and againe, ,,Per Crucis hoc fignum fu- 
giat procul omne malignum; and laſtly, 
» Per idem fignum faluetur omne beni- 
gnum, All theſe are put downe yerba- 
tim in the record , and teach vs how 
to arme our ſelues in our laſt Conflice 
towards a victory ouer our enemyes, 
This done he calld his retinue about 
him, and imparting to each, ſayth che 
leſſons of his oftice,the kiſs of peace to- 
geather with wholſome inſtruQtions for 
a pious life , amidſt theſe embracements 
he took and gaue the laſt adiev. And 
now by this time the ſtock of life being 
quite ſpent the pangs of death came 

N Kronger 


$94 The Life g7 geſt: of 

ſKconger vpon him, and theſe increas 
ſing he betook himlclte more earneſtly |, 
to his refuge of prayer making vſe of | 
that verſe of the Plalmiſt propper in | 
ſuch a paſſage ,, in manus tuas Domine ' 
»» commendo Spiritum meum, Domine 
» Deus veritatis Commendo Spiritum 
» meum: which words whilſt he repea- - 
ted thrice with his hands elevated to- 
wards heaven, he renderd his ſweet 
Soule moſt acceptable to heauen, to | 
be receiud according to its meritts into 
the eternall tahernacles. This was the 
ſetting of this ſweet Sunn, shewing 
much not onely of the Chriſtian but 
of the Saint, and verifying the old ſay- 
- Ing, ,, vt vixit fic morixit, teaching vs 
that generall rule . without exception, 
he that lines well dyes well. Which 
Sunn though he went downe in a 
ſtrange horizon yett found a wellcome 
in the Ocean of bliſs or a bleſſed eter- 


nity ; the true Chriſtian deemes that 
tus 
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his Hemiſphere where God places him, 
we being all Citizens of the world,and 
lke beggars neuer out of our way 
while we are tending to Paradiſe. Hap«+ 
py they that can make a happy Con- 
cluGonot lo important an affayre,which 
when thus concluded our work is done ; 
and it not happily alls vndone, and 
that without redreſs; that 15s a momene 
of greateſt moment wheron depends 
eternity, 

Though his feſtiuity were keept on 
the 2. of ORober, yett the day of his 
death happend on the 25, of Auguſt or 
the morrow to the Apoltle S. Barctho- 
lomew. And {ynce all Auchours that 
I can find vnanimously agree as to the 
place, to witt that it was neer Monte 
fialcone, one would wonder why Bp. 
Godwin in contradiQion heer of with- 
out alledging any ground for his aflere 
tion, should maintaine that he dy'd at 
Ciuita Vecchi,and 1n his way to Rome; 

N 2 wheras 
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wheras there are vndenyable prooffs, 


both of his artiuallthere and obtayning 
his pretentions , returne by land, and 
holy death at the place aforeſayd. To 
lay the leaſt this cannot but argue a 
ſpiritt of contradi10n propper to one 
of his coat , and Itle beſceming the 
name of a Bishop (nor had he more 
beſydes the reuenues : ) Onely it is a 
knowne trick of ſuch (1 can call itno 


better ) to render the cleareſt truths 


61{putable, and thence doubttull, and fo 
by degrees eneruate all fayth both hu- 
mane and divine by vndermining the 
autority which is theyr baſis. 

It happend the night after his deceaſe 
that one of his officers whome he had 
lett behind him in England, his name 
wasSRobert ofGloceſter,then hisSecre« 
tary , afrerwards Chancellor of Here- 
ford ; being at that time at London and 
Lodging 1n the Bichops owne Cham- 
ber, had this dreame or vifgon , call it as 
you 
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you-pleaſe., He thought himſelfe ro be 


at Lions in France where in the great 
ſtreet of that Citty which leads to the 
Cathedrall, he ſcemd to behold his 
Lord and Maſter going towards that 
Church , whither himlelfe was alſo 
bound, Both being enterd, his Lord, he 
thought, went into the Sacriſty, where 
putting of the vpper garment which he 
wore, he veſted himſelfe with white 
Pontificall Robes and thoſe moſt rich, 
and carrying in his hand the Body of 
our Lord or moſt B, Sacrament in forme 
of a Conlecrated Hoſt , he appeard 
ſuddainly in the midſt of a moſt folemne 
and ſtately Proceſſion both of Clergy 
and religious, and thoſe likewiſe cladd 
all in white, The Proceſiion ſecmd to 
moue towards the Cloyſter of the Ca- 
thedrall, while others of that quire en- 
ton'd and proſecuted with delicate Mu- 
{que , that part of the Capitulum. prop= 
per to the Othce of S.Peter ad Vincula, 
N ; occidit 
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»» Occidit autem Jacobum fratrem Joan« , 
», Nis gladio, But before all were enterd © 
the gate which led into the ſayd Cloy- 
ſter, it on a ſuddain was shutt, and Ro- 
berc who with many others deſyrd allo 
to enter were excluded to theyr no 
ſmall defeatment, and left to gonfider 
the dreame, of which he as the . 14no- 
rant of the Saints death could look vpon 
no otherwiſe then a dreame. But when 
immediately after certaine tydings both 
of his-death and the preciſe time of it 
came to be knowne , and that it and his 
dreame iumpt fo patt togeather , he * 
could not but think it more then a fan- 
cy, andthat Alm. God would intimate 
therby that as he dy'd, though not in 
perſecution , yett in proſecution of the 
rights of his Church, and in ſome ſort 
Joſt his life for the ſame , the Saint had 
not onely deſerud but receiud the re- 
ward of a Martyr, 

This Relation I baue Coppy'd out of 
n | the | 
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the Proceſs of his Canonization where 
it- was juridically depoſd before the 
Examinants , and approu'd, as ſuiting 
well with what I {ayd aboue of the 
Common apprehenſion of all, that God 
wrought Miracles by him for his aftings 
and ſufferings for his Church. And the 
ſame Kelation adds yett further toler 
vs know it was more a viſion then 
dreame , or rather a Viſion by way of 
dreame, (as is not vnuſuall in H. Scrip- 
ture both old and new ) that after this 
firſt apparition the B, Saint was ſeen 
often to the ſame party, not indeed, 
ſayth it , as one in glory, but yett 
ſuch , as thathis ioytull contenrednes 
ſpoke him to be in a muſt happy Con- 
dition, 


N 4 XVIII. CHAP- 
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XVIII CHAPTER. 
The buriall of his H. Bowelly 


there, and Returne of his ſacred ! 
Bones into Engalnd. iz 


Hus much as to his ſacred death © 
- and other Circumſtances which ' 
accompanyd or related therto ; now we © 
muſt pals to the other part , to witt, | 
the ſequeles that followd thervpon, 
He dy'd a paſlinger in this lifes pilgri- # 
mage , andin.a Common Inn; and in- | 
deed what other are all the lodgings in | 
this world ? we take them vpp , we * 
belpeak ſupper , we forecaſt our future | 
journey, wegoeto bedand reſt, pro- 
_ our f(elues , like the man in the 
Ghoſpell, many dayes of lite , when, 
calld tooles for our paynes , we are ſur- 
prizd with a feauer, and allthe journey 
we 
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we make afterwards is onely to our 

rage, Our B. Saint was too watch- 
# to be ſtolae vpon by that ngiht= 
thiefe; they onely are ſo lurprizd who 
are found voprepard , that is, keep no 
watch and ward , and Conſequeiitly 
are ynprouded for the aſſault: and ther- 


| fore we pray togeather with the 


Church to be deliuerd not from death, 
nor trom ſuddain death, but from tud- 
dain and vnprouided death ; for indeed 
to one that 15 prouided no death is prop- 
perly ſuddaine. 

The Records tell ys that his ſacred 
Corps lay expoſd in the ſame place for 
6. dayes togeather ; and this is but ſui- 
table to what is done to perſons of his 
extraction and quality, according to the 
reſpet cuery where giuen them, 
Though heer another reaſon occurrd 
which might more then probably auto- 
rize the ſame: for no ſooner was the 


{weet ſouls departed like the extin&t 
N 5 flame 
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flame of a ſtick of parfume , but ſuch 
heauenly is filld the whok 
room, that it was moſt dilitious to the 
ſent, and recreative to all that were 


preſent. This, to witt , was a bleſling | 


redounding to the body for the ioynt 
concurrence that copartner afforded it 
in his vertuous excerciles in the ſeruice 
of God and his Church ; and a teſti- 
monzall of the odour of ſanity of that 
holy gueſt which lodgd therin. Such 
ſenſible wittnefles of an innocent inte- 
grity in his ſeruants doth Alm, God 
fomtimes impart for theyr glory and 
our incitement , wee being not eafily 
mou'd but by our {ences eyther to con- 
ceiue highly of them, or be eggd on 
to imitation , though the odour of ver- 
tue and ſanctity in it ſelfe farr ſurpaſs 
what euer is of ſenſe, In the meane 
time the fame heeroff rogeather with 
his death being bruited abroad, as verzue 
and nobility 1s euer in eſteem with the 

noble 
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noble and vertuous, it made many great 
Perionages reforc thither and ſome 
Cardinalls among the reſt , who ac- 
quainted with him during his abode at 


| Rome, or the op1n10n that went of him, 
' hadbinno ſtrangers eyther to him or 
| his perfetions. By theyr Concurrence *. 


chiefly an honorable funerall was pre- 

ard for his Enterrment the ſunday 
Following » When he was burryedin 
the Church of S. Seuerus belonging to 
an Abbey of that name fituate neer the 
old Citty of Florence : at what time a 
funcrall Sermon was preachd by one of 
the Cardinalls, who could not want 
matter to dilate ypon while he com- 
mended him for his noble diſcent, 
exquiſite learning , and eminent ſanc- 
tity. 

All theſe particulars are thus farc mi- 
nutely ſpecifyd in the Record; but its 
warrant carry's vs no farther, nor any 
other that I could mect with as m 
tne 
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the ſequeles of his Enterrment- An 
conſequently we are atalo{s both as ty 
that preſent and tuture times how to 
know whether any or what publique 


Veneration was there giuen at any time Þ 


to his ſacred Corps: or whether grz 


ces and Miracles were wrought there} 


at, as in England at his Sacred Bones ; 
what memory remaind of him and how 
long : all this muſt be left to Doomsday 
book and its Regiſter, when all will be 
publishd to the glory of God and the 
Saint, and ſatisfaction of all. In the in- 
terim we may know, that in the Catho- 
lique Church not every one that dyes 
with opinion of fanGity is forthwith 
honourd as a Saint, the publique Decla- 
ration of the Church, to preuent abules 
and regulate all in an orderly way, is 
therto requiſite, and nothing permitted 
but vnder this warrant, He dy'd, tis 
true, a Saint but his ſanity was not au- 
torizd ; he dy'da (tranger and an alien, 
and 
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and how little notice is taken of ſuch; 
g. yeares elapld before any Miracles 
were noyſ{d abroad euen in England it 
ſelfe, and 2x. before his Canonization 
' what wonder it the memory of him not 


.F preſerud by any ſpeciall graces or (ignes 
-þ grew cold, and in that coldnes van- 


nishd to oblivion, Though God were 
pleald at his mediation for the comfort 
of the people, incitement of theyr de- 
uotion, and other reaſons beſt knowne 
to himſelte, ro work ſuch wonders at 
his Sacred bones ; yett he does this 


- | when, and where, and how long he 


thinks good, and no body muſt preſume 
toask, why do youſo? All thele are 
the ſecretts of his Diſpenſations , and 
he ſays to ys as he did to the Apoſtles 
» Non eſt veſtrum, &c. it is not for you * 
to know times or moments which the ** 
Father has putt in his owne power. 
The newes of his death we may 
imagine brought heauy tydings to = 
oC 


Act, 
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flock at Hereford ; who as it was moſt | 


happy in his gouerment during life, {y 
fuk 


aynd an umcomparable loſs by his } 


death , the ſorrow of the privation an- 
ſwering proportionablyto the ioy of the 
- poſſeſſion. Buttheſeare blowes which 
all muſt be content to ſuffer when God 
infias them ; nor is there any redreſs 
beſydes an humble acquieſcence in hy 
holy will : when we haue payd a lttle 
tribute to nature all the reſt is a ſubmiſ- 
Gue refignation ; who dare (ay to him 
why doe you foe ? Yet though his 
people could not have him ale, it 
would haue bin ſome comfort to haue 
had him dead, that is, him in his Corps ; 
to the end they might haue enioyd him 
in his Reliques, which euen then, for 
the great opinion they had of his ſandti- 
'Ys were eſteemd for ſuch. In the pres 

ent circumſtances that coyld not be 
conveniently done ; but care was thus 
farrtaken , that the bones being ſepa- 
rated 
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{ rated from the flechy parts they togea- 


ther with his head and hart were trans- 


| ported into England , and depoſited as 


a moſt pretious treaſure in the Church 
of Hereford, Theſe were receiu'd with 
much Deuotion by the people who 
went forth togeather with the Chapter 


| and Clergy to meet them, and were 


enshrynd 1n the Chapell of our B. Lady 
in the;ſame Cathedrall that they mighe 
repoſe in her boſome after death to 
whome living and dying he was fo fſin- 


| gularly deuored, and where could his 


hart reſt better then in her hands, to 
whoſe honour he had facrific'd both 
hart and hands ? 

Among others whome eyther deuo- 
tion or curiofity mou'd to meet this 
wellcome pledge , one was Gilbert 
Lord Clare Earle of Gloceſter; betwixt 
whome and our Saint, as we inſfinuated 
heertofore there was no good vnder- 


lands 


ſanding vpon the account of ſome 
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lands which the Earle detaynd , and the 
Saint claymd as due to his Church, and 
recouerd from him by torceot law with® 
much both coſt and paynes. He now? 
approaching to the ſacred pledge it wa”? 
very remarkable and lookd on as a Mi-": 
racle by all the Company , that the dry 
Bones in his preſence begann to bleed | 
a fresh and in ſuch a quantity , that he! 
and all might ſce the Cask in which | 
they were, carryd imbru'd with the F 
ſame. The Earle much amazd heerat 
was ſtruck with compun@ion , and | 
acknowledging his fault made a full * 
reſtitution ot allto the Church, expia- * 
ting by pennance what he had rashly : 
committed, as the onely way to make | 
the beſt of an ill bargaine, 

In the retinue of the deceaſd Bishop !, 
the chief mannager of affayres was 
Richard Swinfield his Secretary, firſt 
in autority aboue the reſt : he was a | 
Prieſt of great parts and vertyous con- 
uerſation 
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d the verfation for which he was afterwards 
| and promored to ſacceed in that vacant See, 
vih# and in proceſs of time chief follicitour 
OWE. 46d intormer in order to the Sarnts Ca-' 
Wa? nonization, To him as ſuch belongd 
Mi”! the charge of conueying the Sacred 
dry Depoſirum; and hereljz vs m his depo- 
ed | fition before the Commiſſaryes Apoſt9- 
he 7 licall what happend to himlelfe the 
ch | night before he with it arriv'd at Rere- 
he ford, To the end all things might bg 
at |” the next morning in a betrer readynes, 
d |} he caſt his journey ſoasto lodge with 
ll 7 His Company that night in a village 
- 3; miles diſtant from the Citty : where 
y weary with journeying and going late 
> | tv bed he ouverſleept bimſell beyond 
| his time thenext morning. His cham- 
f. | ber was remote from all Company, and 

ſo high that without a ladder there was 

no accels to the windowes : and yett 

3- knocks were ginen as with the 


knuckle of a bended fingar on the ſame, 
— 


4-- 
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aud ſoloud that they (erv'd for an alarmy | 
to awake and tell him it was time to ® 
riſe. And in that ſenſe. he vnderſtood 7 
them, and ther ypon calld vpp his'Comy 7 
pany ; concluding with-in himſelfe, 
that this was a fauour.done him by the 
Saint towards the purſuit and further. - 
ance of what they hadin hand, to witt 
the ſolemae Reception and placing of 
the fame bones. And what indeed could 
it be elſe; [yace humanely ſpeaking no 
body without a ladder could come there, 
and looking curiously about he ſaw 
there was none: therfore he aſcribd it | 
to the merites of the Saint, and very + 
thankfull for ſuch an extraordinary fa- 
uour, to his honour he recorded it to 
poſterity ; making thence a conjeRure | 
that this piece of leruice, the conuey- | 
ance ot his bones, was acceptable to 
him, ſyace he had bin pleaſd to giue it 
ſuch an vauſuall concurrence. - 
| . While S. THOMAS was yett 
aliug ' 


\ 
S. Thomas Cantilupe. , 
alive no body ſeemd to carrya greater 


2h 


Z reſpeAt and Veneration fot hi- ſanity 
” then Edmund Earle of Cornwall, Sonn 
* to Richard King of the Romans. He it 
! was that inuited the Saint to keep his 
 Whitſontyde with him at his Caſtle of 
' 2 Wallingford : where whilſt he ſung 


the ,, Veni Creator Spriritus the ſtrange 


Miracle of the birds happend, which 


we hall relate heer after in the 23. 
Chapter. Howeuer it was-procurd, 
this great Deuotiſt made meanes to gett 
his Hart, a treaſure he efteemd abous 
any iewells; and to teſtify this efteem 
thought he could not honour it ſuftici- 
ently any other way then by encloſing 
it in a moſt coſtly shryne togeather 
with a parcell of our Bl. Sauiours Blood, 
and founding a Monaſtery of Bonss 
Hommes at Ashridg in Buckingham 
Shyre to its honour, where it might be 
dayly and duely venerated to the praiſe 
and glory of Alm, God, who had raiſd 

: O 2 his, 
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his Seruant to ſuch an eminhency of pet» 
feaion. This deuout Earle had ſucha . 
Confidence in his patronage and inter- | 
cellion, that he was wont to profeſs he | 
hadnor greater in thoſe of our glorious | 
Apoſtle S. Auſtin. 


X1IX.CHAPTER. 
The Translation of his H. Bones | 


into a more eminent place. ; 


T He neer approach ofthe moſt well- 
come Treaſure being knowne at |: 
Hereford ſtirrd vpp the Cittizens both 
Ecclefiaſtiques and laymen to ioyne, | 
as we ſayd, in a folemne Proceſſion to |. 
ferchitin ; ſo shewing by theyr Vene- | 
ration to the dead how much reſpe& ' 
they had for him aliue, and how deeply 
they refſented theyr incomparable loſs, 
It was done with as much {plendour as 
the shortnes of the time would permit ; 
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#nd ſo amidſt all the feſtiualls of deuo- 
tion it was brought into the Cathedrall, 


4 aſmallparcell, God wotr, of what they 


delyrd, yete euen as ſuch moſt well 
come, They wishd him ſuch in his re- 
turne home as they ſent him abroad, 
alug and gouerning as theyr Paſtour : 
they wishd, if dead, not onely his Bones 
but whole body ; for a treaſure the grea- 
rer it-is the better and more pretious : 
but as it was, content with what ne- 
cellity impoſd , they lent theyr concur- 
rence towards a ſolemne enterring it in 
the Chappell of aur B. Lady, the place 
delignd tor its Reception, Heer it was 
laydin a Coffin of ſhone, and a fayre 
Graueſtone, ſuch as beſeemd his quali- 
ty, plac'd for a Cover to the Orifice, ci- 
mented, on all ſydes as clole and hande 
{omely as art could make ir. 

Heer it lay 5, yeares amidft the pri- 
uate yeneration of deuout perſons par- 
taking of no more honour then theyt 

TIP 5 © z Deus: 
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Deuotion gaue it., each one according: | 
to the opinion they had of his SanQity, 
For though divers things more then or- 
dinary , and ſuch as bggort much won- 
der and Veneration were related on'ſc- 
uerall paſſages , as, the fragrant oudour 
it exhald, the blood it ſweat, morning 
call, &c, Yett formall Miracles none 
were wrought nor pretended to;zand the 
Catholiqpe Church bath allwayes vſd- 
a lpeciall*warynes to preuent diſorders 
ot this nature, that nothing may be pu- 
bliquely alcribd betore arreſted by legall 
autority ; and we need not doubtbue 
the Saint himlelfe among ſo many de- 
crees as he made , had letr this enacted, 
During this interuall of time the Vacant” 
Chayre was prouided of a fucceffour ;- 
the party eleed was Richard Swinfeld' 
ot whome we fayd ſomthing in the pre- 
cedent Chapter ; the fame that accom- 


”- 


' panyd our Saintto Rome, and by his 


good leruices there on 'his Chugches' 
"1M: be- 
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Gehalfe, as alſq by the ſafe Conveyance 
of his Reliques had much improu'd him+ 
folfe in the opinion and eſteem of that 
Chapter. And the prouidence of God, 
as tothis, ſeems remarkable in the Elec- 
tion , both that none could haue con- 
currd more to the glory and illuſtration 
of our Saint , none knowing him and 
his meritts better then he , and conle- 

uently could be more zealous in that 
behalfe ; as allo becauſe he was both a 
great Preacher , truly vertuous , and 
throughiy verſd in the affayres of that 
Bishoprick , as bredd vpp vnder the 
Saint, The profound reſpeR and zeale 
he had for his H. Predeceſſour took 
 Tittle content to ſee his bones ſo wor- 
thy of greater Veneration lye ſo ob- 
ſcurely beneath theyr deſert euen as he 
was a Bishopp, not onely a Saint, Wher 
ypon he derermind a ſolemne Transla- 
tion of the ſame to a more eminent and 
conſpicuous place of the Tame Catho- 
FR O4 drall; 


— 
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drall « where he reſolu'd to ered a ſtay 
tely Monument of Marble, and haug the 
ation ſolemnizd withthe greateſt mag- 
m ficence he poſlibly could, 

The time pitchd on for this purpoſe 


was Mandate thursday in holy week ; 


the report wheroff blazd abroad invited 
both court and country to honour it 
with theyrpreſence , nor needed many 
motiues , the opinion they had of him 
was lufficient, It was made in the yeare 
1287. the 6. of Aprill, the Bishopp and 
Chapter ioyntly concurring therto 3 
and the place to which it was Transla» 
ted, fayth Godwin, was the eaſt wall 
of the North-Croſs-lle where yett is 
to be ſeen , ſayth he, a tomb of Marble. 
King Edward thez. in whoſe Reigne 
it was made was then at Calais, which 
he had not long before taken from the 
Prench King ; but purpoſely came ouer 
out of his devotion to the Saint , and to 
grace the (olemnity with his relnes, 
26S rTtg _— 
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Heand his Nobles, fayth John Stow, 
were entertaind at the charges of Ni- 
colas Cantilupe , Baron, Coſen to S, 
THOMAS; Nor did the King miſs of 
a due reward from the ſayd Saint in re- 
compenſe of his Religiousnes, For 
while he was attending to that ation 
he receiu'd private cer Ka of a de- 
ſigne on foot for the dehuery of that 
Towne by a Genowayſe , Emericus of 
Padua, who liu'd there and was apri- 
uate Penſionayre of the French King, 
to him + he playd lack on both {ydes 
being alſo in fee to King Edward, who' 
ſuſpeRibg nothing leſs keept him and 
his men there for the defence of the 
Towne, Nor was heer an end of the 
bleſſing : for the King haſtning to its 
ſuccour , not onely foreſtalld the others 
treachery, but with a handfull of men 
xepulld the numeras enemy, took many 
priſoners, and putt all in a poſture of ſas 
tety. x 
| @ 5 The 
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* The ſacred Depoſitum, as we hyn 
ted before , was putt intoa ſtone Coffin 
shutt vpp vader a fayre great Graue- ' 
ſtone, which was to be remou'd eerths 
Coffin could be taken out, and how to 
remouse it ſo great and maſly as it was, 
gaue no {mall difficulty naturally ſpea- 
king in that natrownes and fituation of 
place, While theyr witts were thus 
contriuing, two of the Bishops Pages 
who ſtood by, putt theyr hands to it as 
it were in ſport to try theyr ſtrength, 
where 4. of the ableſt could haue FM 
nothing, And heer behold a ſtrange 
accident: atthe ſlender impulſe of theſe. 
two alone the maſly ſtone yealded and 
gaue place as farr as was neceſlary for 
the preſent purpole, as if it had bina 
thinn bord not what it was, All the 
Compary cryd out a Miracle ( for they 
could aſcribe it to nothing elle) 
wrought by the Saint to atteſt his Sanc-: 
tity, and shaw how gratefullthe Trants-" 
: lation 
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fation was to him, But heer was not an 
end of theyr amazement ; yea it was 
much increafd, when after the Maſle 
of Requiem'and folemnity ended, tryall 
was made againe inthe ſame manner ro 
putt the fayd ſtone into its former po- 
ſture; which now thoughthey had the 
aduantage of the ground much more 
then haben ,not theſe two but neyther 
tenn more ioynd with thetn, endeauou- 
ting with all theyr might and mayne, 
Were ſ{carſc able to ſett inits place. 
> This was an efſay orprelude to the © 
manytold Miracles which immediately 
followd : for fuch was the wonder< 
working power of Alm. God to euis 
dence the 'glory of his Servant S. 
T HO MAS, that that very day of his 
Translation 5. Miracles were wrought 
at his Tomb, and as many each enſuing 
day for divers togeather, Nay therg 
was a perperuall continu'd ſtreame , the 
ſource being ance opend , without for« 
Hl ceaſe 
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ceaſe for many yeares, of. which we 
Shall ſpzake more in the enſuing Chaps 
ter. Great was the Deuotion of the 
people in thus folemnity,, hightned we 
may imagine nott a little by thele tresh 
foregoing wonders : and, where ther 
is Deuotion God is never ſparing of his 
graces and mercyes; that his Soueraigns ' 
Oyle ceaſes not Rill tro cunn,, ſo long as 
there are luch tresh potts diſpold to re+ 
cciue it, Why he reſeru'd theſe extra» 
ordinary bleſſings for this feaſt let, vs 
not curiously enquire of him. in whoſe 
bands is the free diſpoſall of times and 
moments ; bur let vs take his diſpenſa- 
tipns when they come. humbly and 
thankfully, being affurd that he knowes 
better what and when things are to be 
gone chen we can tell hin, 

.,. In the Translation it (elfe and time 
ot Maſſe of Requiem. ſayd at the new 
Tamoe for the dead ( for as yett the 
Saiar was neyther Beautyd nor Cano- 
nad ) 
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fizd ) a nan who had bit two yeares 
blind, and a Woman 8. both of them 
receiud theyr Sight in the preſence of , 
all che people who were ſpeRatours , 
admirers, and wittneſſes of the Mitacle. 
To giue a particular account of allthe 
reſt that were wrought ( though they 
be all ypon Record and atteſted } would 
be too tedious, and eſpecially all rhat 
were wrought during the Ofave of the 
ſolemnity (40. in number ; ) but as 
Eaſter day by reaſon of its glorious fe- 
Riuall claymd to ut felfe a peculiar 
lendour aboue the reſt, ſo Alm. God 
cemes to haue keept a nored and par-' 
ticular Cure for 1, much redounding 
tothe honour of our Saint, as wrought 
ypon one both noble of him(c!fe and 
well knowne to all the Nobility of the 
land , and conſequently more fam'd 
abroad and.d:vulgd then many others, 
This was one Mihs a famous Warryer, 
renownd farr and nees for his exployts* 
*n 
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in Tilting : with frequent falls arff{ bruit» 
ſes anCother misfortunes ſuch a weak- 
Nes came, ypon him , that he became 
contracied ip þis Iimbs and they all vie« 
les ro him. | And thus he remaynd'6, 
whole yeares, all art of Phyfitians la- 

bouring in vayne , now an ovicCt © 
compalfton as much as he had bin be- 
fore of Congratulation. This man fa« 
miliarly knowne to Bishop Richard was 
by name inuited to the Translation and 
prone on Eaſter day when cele- 
rated with greater Solemnity : the 
good Bishop intimating with all that 
divers great Miracles were then dayly 
wrought at the Saints Tombe, and w ho 
knew but he might have a bleſſing in 
ſtore for him. He like one in miſery 
harkend willingly ro any aduiſe that 
xellishd of redrefs : he made himſelte 
be carryd to the Tomb on Eaſter Ecue; 
he prayd chere dewoutly the whole 
might, beſeeching the Saiat that as he 
Was 
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was noble himfelfe he would be propis 
tious to a noble knight commiſeratin 
his preſent -pittifull conditien , = 
youchſafing him the gracious fauour of 
a Cure, To render himlelfe better diſ- 
poſd like a good Chriſtian he frequens 
ted the H., Sacraments of Confeſſion 
and Communion, and at the time when 
in the ſayd Church the Myſtery of the 
ReſurreRion ſayth the Record , was 
that morning repreſented , he found 
himſelfe fo perfealy cur'd at the ſayd 
Tomb, that the ſame day , exulting in 
our Lord , whole and found, he playd 
the Seruingman at the Bishops table , 
wayting on him and his other gueſts, . 
For a conclufion of this Chapter I 
muſt inſert a remarkable Cure which 
was wrought while the ſacredReliques 
remaynd yett in our Ladyes Chappell, 
fixe dayes before the Translation , thag 
js, the day before Palmſunday, and ther- 


fore may deſeruedly clayme tobe heer 
| inſer= 


by Thelifewhr of 
Inſerted: it is thay recorded in the fore: 
m:ntiond Proceſs, One Edith wife ro 
a Cittizeh of Hereford in the beginning 
of that ſame lent was ſeizd with a furis 
ous phrenzey, and all humane meanes 
falling short , ſo the continu'd till the 
day before Palmſunday. The recourſe to 
S. THOMAS nor being as then famd 
by any Miracles , her husband cauſd her 
to be meaſurd co a Relique of the H. - 
Croſs mnch venerated in that Cathe- 
drall, at whoſe Aultar the was keept 
night and tay bound , and attended by 
two of her ſexe : though' at the ſame 
time she were aduiſd by a Prieſt of the 
Church to have recourſe to S. T HO- 
MAS andtobe meaf{urd to him, piuing 
her great hopes of a recouery by his in- 
terceſſion, All chis was 'done fat his 
ſuggeſtion , and a Candle was made of 


| the thread that meaſurd her , and ſer at 


her head as $he lay bound hand and 
foot, her ordinary Statipn being all — 
| while 


. 
) 
y 
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while at the Aultar of the H.. Croſs, 


' The friday before Palme ſunday as she 


was there hearing Maſs , not onely 
the candles on theAultar bur all through 
the Church were on a fuddain putt 
out, no body knew how, and a great 
noyſe like the murmure of a great r1- 
ner was heard at the ſame time: this 
ſting: the ſpace of ten Paters and 
Aue's , viſibly before them all fire came 
from heauen and lighted the Candle 
ſanding at. her head whoſe week was 
made ot the thread that meaſurd her to 
the Saint. At the lighting of this she 
recouerd her ſenſes and became well, 
the Saint at that inſtant appearing to 
her and bidding her be well : at the 
fame time allo the Cords which bound 
her of themfelues became looſe, and she 
in the preſence and hearing of all, re- 

ing it ouer and ouer againe fayd 
aloud: where is this $S. THOMAS that 


- bids me be well. She went to our 


P lady's 
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lady's Chappell , prayd before his Relis |. 
ques,a., Te Deum* was ſung in thanks- | 
giving tor the cure, she continu'd as 
well and ſenſible as euer before; and 
this was the firſt miracle which the 
Saint wrought in the Church of He- 
reford. x 

Upon the Relation of this Miracle it 
occurrs to mee that ſome peruſer ofthe 
ſame may check perchance ( as it is all- 
wayes ealy to find fault) at one ortwo 
paſſages mentiond therin : the which 
to cleare vpp by way ofpreuention will 
happily not be vnacceptable. One may 
be, her leauing the H,Crofs and its Aul- 
tar to betake herfelfe toS. THOMAS : 
in which itthere were any fault , it was 
was the Prieſts who adui(d her to it; 
which could not be great, it being war- 
ranted by the good miraculous effe& 
immediately enſuing. Neyther did he 
disſwade her from the H. Croſs 
whole efficacious vertue is venerable 

to 
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toall Chriſtians , but onely perſwaded 
her ( whether by divine inſtincr or the 
impulſe of his deuotion matters nor 
much) to make her recourſe to Ged 
and it by the mediation of the Saint, 
His deuotiontoS., THO MAS mou'd 
him to vrge this recourſe, which, if 
ypon the opinion had of his Sandy, 
he aduifd, where is the errour ? Nay it's 
glorious tothe H. Croſſe, as it is alſoto 
honour God in his Saints, ( ſo farr is 
it from diſparagement to ſee its ſeruants 
honoutd and inuokd : beſydes that a 
new Starr may many times and without 
prejudice to the Sunn , draw more eyes 
toit then the Sunn it ſelfe , and have its 
influences more cry'd vpp : both deuo- 
tions were compatible and good, nor 
doth the Jatter derogate from the 
former, 

Another perhaps will be diflatisfyd, 
yea cuen a little ſcandalizd at this mea= 
ſuring to the Saint, and ask what it 
P 2 mcas 
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meanes ? Truly I do not remember 
to haue read it elſwhere , nor is it 
any Eccleſiaſticall Ceremony of any 
Church, much leſs of the Catholique : | 
it ſeems to haue bin taken vpp by the de- 
uotion of the people therabouts, and, 


- aS'an innocent harmles expreſſion of 


theyr  deuotion and recourſe to the 
Saint, approv'd by cuſtome ; and though 
frequently us'd, yett not ſo of neceſ[ity, 
bur that it was and with equall fucces | 
8s frequently omitred , at leaſt not men- 
tiond, This theyr recourſe and appli- 
cation to the Saint was twofold ; and 
the miraculous effeAs as to both shew 
its acceptablenes to him : eyther by 
bending apiece of ſilusrcoyne ouer the 
_- head who ſought redreſs tothe 
onour of the Saint, appropriating the 
party by this expreſſion to him and his 
pou patronage for redreſs : or elſe 
by meaſuring the ſayd client by a thread 
or ſome ſuchthing , that is, by taking 
1s 
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: his length and breadth with the ſame 
y intention as inthe former, and depo- 
fiting them at his Aultar or to his = - 


# nour. The manifold miraculous effeas 

1 enſuing heer vpon vindicate the fa& 

f from all ſuſpition of irreigiofity and 
ſuperſtition : and if the Saint was plead 
ro accept it , let not vs harbour a prejus» 
dice againſt it, When we fee the 
Candle whole week was made of this 
meaſure miraculously and betore all the 

| reſt lighted from heauen, let vs take that 

| Miracle for an approuement of us inno- 
eency : all's well when all's meant 
well : ,, alius quidem fc, alius autem cu 
» {ic ; thus much I thought good 7: 
ro prermite for the ſcandail of the 


weake. 
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XX CHAPTER, 


The multitude of Miracles 
wrought by the Saint. 


V E may indeed call them a multi- 

tude and ot the greateſt ſize, for 
few Saints perchance in Gods Church 
haue wrought more; and therfore he 
was not undeſeruedly calld in the Pre» 
face , the Thaumaturgus of that age. 
And theyr quality is no leſs remarkable 
then theyr quantity, it being ſuch as 
renders them vnqueſtionable in theyr 
kind , that is, euident and patent like 
thoſe of the Ghoſpell, and ſuch as our 
B. Sauiour both wrought and alledgd 
for treſtimonialls of his Reception as 
Meſſtas, by giving Gght to the blind, 
healing the lame, rayting the dead & c. 
and thele as well as others in great 
abundance. For the Readers ſatistac- 
| t10n, 


1 
; 
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tion, and the Saint's greater glory I will 
ſummarily putt downe heer what the 
ſeuerall Authours ot his hte ſay in this 
behalte ; that the autority of his Mira» 
cles may remayne as queſtionles as they 
are numerous. Which Authours when 
they haue confignd his vertues ouerta 
vs with this ſeale of deeds and deliuerd 
them vader ſuch a Conſignment, (they 
bauing before fignalizd them with 
words; ) it cannot be denyd but all le- 
gall formalityes are oblerud , and that 
they ought to ſtand in force asadegd 
fignd ſeald and delwerd, acccrding to 
the tenour of our Courts of juſtice : and 
why Should not Saints in heauen par- 
take theroft as well as Sinners on earth? 
w deny it them were a great inconle+ 
quence, 

Theſe Miracles took theyr ryfe or 
ſource from his Translation , and con» 
tinu'd theyr ſtreame ſome ages togea+ 
ther: in wgeating of them we will noe 

c © FD launch 


wy 
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launch forth into theyr mayne of all 
particulars, for ſo we should looſe our 
ſelves without end, but onely cruzing 
neerthe Shoare pals as {wiftly as ſafely 
through ſuch an Ocean, The firſt I 
cite n this hehalfe is Laucentius Surius 
a graue and exat Authourgz who out 
of one Ananymus or Conceald ancient 
Writer but judiciqus , teſtifyes that 
among the Miracles which Rand ypon 
record, our B. Saint is found to haue 
reſtord from death ro life 66. fight to 
the blind 44. vic of theyr lmbs to the 
Contracted or ſinew-$shrunk 52. Palley- 
ſtruck 21. and he recounts onely what 
came to his knowledg,, not that he pro- 
fefles to know all. DoRour Nicolas 
Harpsfield Prebend of Canterbury and 
a diligent ColleQour of the Geſts of our 
Saints makes fuch a like Relation z who 
ſpeaking of our glorious Saint and his 
eminent vertues tells ys they were re- 
commended to vs and furure poſterity 

| vades 


— 
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vnder the atteſtation of frequent Mira- 
cles, 163 wheroft were wrought, layih 
he, in the-Compals of a few yeares , and 
renderd his meritts famous farr and neer 
forthe ſame. John Capgraue expreſſes 
himſelfe 1n this fort as to the Saint and 
this poynt of his Miracles, where he 
ſayth : The Miracles which after his 
death Alm. God was pleaſd to shew to 
vs Sinners in evidence of his ſanctiry 
and to the honour of his owne name, 
( for God is honourd in his Saints) 1 
ſaw, ſayth he, at his Tomb, regiſterd in 


| divers volumes , and they were 1n a 


manner infinite. In one wheroft, ſayih 
the ſame, i counted 425, wrong ht by 
S. THOMAS athis Shryne, all mira- 
Eulous effe&s , many wherioff were in 
the cure of different deſeales : and even 
Bishop Godwin himſclte , a meer pic k- 
pocketin thi> Kind filching away what 
euer he can , grants that many Miracles 
are layd to haue big wrought at the 

Ps place 
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lare of his buriall, in regard wheroff 
1c pleaſd the Pope to make him a Saint, 
Thus doth he mince the matter which 
he dares not deny, not yett can Conteſs 
without a cleare condemnation of him- 
ſelle and his breethren , wha pulld 
downe a Church and fayth, fo ſtord 
and confirmd with Miracles, to ſett vpp 
a Chappell of theyr owne building, ta 
verity the old Proverb, wl:cre God has 
a Church the Diuell will haue a Chap- 
pell. 

The laſt Confirmation which I bring 
of his miracles and theyr multicude is 
be yond all exception to any vnpreju- 
diced judgment, tor Iþorrow it from the 
very authentique Acts and Records ju- 
ridically prou'd and approu'd in the 
Procels of his Canonization, A coppy 
of theſe ſame Acts and Records taken 
by a friend of mine of vnqueſtionable . 
{yncerity out of the Originall which is 
kcept in the Vatican Library | have at 
this 
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this preſene lying by me ; and whatſo- 
euer I haue or $hall ſay concerning his 
miracles is all or in greateſt part bor- 
rowd from thence, There [ find vpen 
Record in all 4:9. and them examind 
and approu'd partly by the Lords Com- 
miſſtoners deputed by his Holynes then 
living, for that end : and partly by 4. au- 
toriz'd Notaryes, The Lords were the 
Bishop of London and Bishop of Mi- 
niat, who ſate ſome times at S. Catha- 
rines London, ſom times at Heretord, 
to avoyd charges in the Citation of witt- 
neſſes: they were commiſſiond onely 
for 4.months and in that time they could 
examine noe more then 39. miracles all 
which they {ubſcribd, The 4. Nota- 
ryes were a kind of ſtanding Committee 
for that purpoſe, whoſe power ſtood 
good without limitt of time or ſtint of 
autority ; and all the force of approba- 
tion which the reſt have is deriud from 
them- And thus much in generall is ſut- 


ficient” 
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ficient to alcertaine ys both of the cies 
aitablenes of what we alledg , and ts 
Skew how highly he was in fauour 
with Aim. God : for all theſe being 
things avoue the ordinary Courle of na- 
ture they require a ipeciall and ſuper- 
naturall concurrence, a thing meerly of 
grace, and not granted but vpon extra- 
ordinary exigencyes for the illuſtration 
of the power of Godin his Saints and to 
lect the world know how wondertull 
he 1s 1n them ;,, Mirabilis Deus in Sanc» 
tis ſuis, 

Miracles when frequent are an cui- 
dent conuiGion of true fanCtity as being 
the Seale , not to be counterfeyred , 
which God himlelfe ſerts vpon it for its 
manifeſtation and autorizement to the 
world ; which ſeale whoſoeuer can 
8xhibie vnder teſt, his vertue needs no 
ether touchitone to proue it Currant 
and genuine, Not that all that doth not 


carry them is {purous , or that all Sans 


3» 
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to be ſuch muſt work miracles , or that 
they are of the eſſence of ſanauy, it 
being of it felfe roo nobly divine to 
need any ſuch ſupport beſydes it felfe : 
and many great Saints, as the H. Bap- 
tiſt, -S, Joleph aud others, haue during 
life wrought none at all, and yett were 
held for tuch ; vnles we will ſay the 
whole tenour of theyr life was a conti- 
nuall miracle, Yett till where found, 
they are deferuedly efteemd ſo many 
pled'ges of Gods tauour to the worker, 
and infallible atteſtations of his ſanQi- 
ty ; it being againſt the diuine-goodnes 
to yore hyprocriſy to be accompanyd 
and autorizd by thole diſtinctine marks 
with ,which he has ſignalizd the true 
faych and Sanctity, Bur ir 1$ not in 
poynt of fayth as it is 1n poynt of fancti- 


tity, as to this z that true ſanctity may be ,.,, 
found without Miracles , though the »idew, 
true Church or fayth Cannot , Chriſt «4 


khauing eatayld them ypon it : jnſowuch mg 
that 
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that that Church which cannot shew 
miracles Cannot be the Church of 
Chriſt, But he has not annexd miracles 
to true ſarictity , nor are they of its eſ< 
ſence, and conſequently though they 
grace it extremely when preſent, yet it 
may þe as perfect and gratefull to God 
when ablent, becauſe not an intrinſe- 
ſecall Commendatory but meerly ex- 
trinſecall and as to vs by way of teſti- 
monaall , a grace gratis giuen by Alm, 
God, 
| Now toſatisfy the Deuotion of the 
Reader,or rather toenflame it the more, 
we will deſcend in particular to relate 
ſome few of {o many miracles , and gius 
alitcle ſcantling theroff ; which as they 
are particular pledges of Gods ſpeciall 
fauour rowards his ſeruant, ſo they can- 
not bur be ſpeciall incentiues to vs of a 
peculiar reuerence towards the ſame. 
One Juliana lining not farr from He- 
reford in her Childbed fell into ſuch a 
i Con- 
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Contraction of all her limbs, that she 
became wholly deſtitute of theyr vie, 
and this for the ſpace of 9, yeares togea- 
ther. All humane remedyes prou'd va- 
uſefull to her cure, and how to obtayne 
divine she knew not : the fame and 
nameof S. THOMAS was then not 
blazd abroad, though it happend after 
his death, and while his ſacred bones lay 
bury'd in our Ladyes Chappell. Yerr 
the charitableSaint had a kindnes for the 

core Creature, and appearing 6. ſeue- 
rall times to her, wishd her to goe to 
the Tomb of Bizhop THOMAS which 
was in our Lady's Chappell at Hereford, 
and there she should be curd. She ney- 
ther knew what Bichop THOMAS nor 
Lady's Chappell meant, but vpon ſo 
many warnings refolu'd to ſend her hus- 
band to Hereford. to learne by enquiry 
what they might meane. He went, he 
informd himſelfe, he returnd , yert the 


dilabled wretch lay languishing a 
whole 
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whole yeare before she could reſolue to, | 
be carryd thither. The bruit of the ſol | 


lemne Translation quickned her deuo- 
tion a little, and being carryd in a bas» 
kett was plac'd in our Lady's Chappell 
at the Saints Reliques : there falling into 
a ſlumber he appeard to her againe bid- 
ding her riſe and goe to the new 
Tombe ; she made what shift she could 
togettto it, nor had she ſooner touchd 
it and ſayd afew prayers, but by leaning 
on it She roſe, found her elfe well, and 
'walkd thriſe abour it, and the next day 
home without any help. The baskett 
in which she was brought $he left be- 
hind her at the Tomb ; bur it being bor- 
rowd of a poore neighbour who de. 
'manded her baskett againe, Juliana the 
next morning lent for it and reſtord it 
to the owner, But what much hight- 
ned the Miracle was this; the baskett 
was no ſooner taken away but the wo- 
man relapſd into her former Contrac- 
tion 3 


\ 
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tion': it ſeems the Saint requird it for 
a monument of his charitable redreſs, 
What remedy now ? $he is carryd 
aguineto his Tomb and in the lame bas- 
kett, remayning ſo amidſt tcares and 
prayers a whole day and night ; the 
next morning her good BenetaQour 
mindfull of his patient reſtord her limms 
once more to a full and perfe vie cf 
them, and leaſt she might incurr a (e- 
cond forteyture she preſumd no more 
to take away the baskerr, 

A publique Incendiary was taken in 
Aagrante, and deſeruedly by the Lord 
of the Mannour, who had lega'l power, 
ſentencd to the gallowes which was 
executed , and he lay there a ſad {peCta- 
cle of juſtice with all the certain fignes 
of a dead man in ſo much that now they 
thought of nothing more but his bury- 
all. The lady of the Mannour a very 
vertuous matrone, and her daughter like 
herſelte,hauing theyr charity not ty'd ro 
| Q Me- 
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meritt, much beyond his deſerts , hads | 
great mind to haue him thus as he was * 
mealurdtoS. THOMAS in hopes of 
a reuiwall; Confiding ſurely that the— 
latter part of his hfe would be more edi- | 
ficatiue then the former, In fine she 
did it and not once or twice but thriſe 
with much deuotion ſeconded with the 
feruent prayers of all that were prelent, 
Her fayth was equall to her hope and 
Charity, and all three ſo acceptableto 
the Saint that ypon this deuout petition, ' 
as a prelude to what would follow , the 
dead body mou'd firſt one toot, then be- 
gann to breath ; the eyes which hung 
galtly ypon his cheeks fell back ofthem- 
{elues totheyr propper you , and ſodid 
his tongue to its : in fine there was a 
perte& recovery from death to life z and 
he is ſayd, ( and no great wonder it 
Should be {o ) to haue mended higman- 
ners yery much, and behau'd himſelfe 
through all like a good Chriſtian, 
| I; 


f 
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| Te is not granted euery one to dye 
tice. 


* The palpableſt of miracles or raiſing 


the dead was {o ordinary with our glo- 


| Tious Saint that 40. ſuch )Jike reſuſcita- 


tions ſtand vpon a juridicall record, Our 
Lord and ſamour has the fole Dominion 
of lite and death, keeping in his owne 
hands the keyes of both without con- 
troule ; yett ſo; as that he lends them 
ſomrtimes to his ſeruants' who, what 


' they doe, is by-his power and difpenſa- 
_tion ,.as are allo allthe miracles which 


they work, not done by theyr propper 
vertue but his Concutrence'who com- 
municates it: and thus he wrought with 
our Saint , who will ſay, as 41d $S. Peter 


£0 the ewes, ',, Viri lſraelitz quid ad- 4; : 
$4 Miramini, aut quid nos.1ntuemini; &c, 7 7, 


Ye men of Ifrael why maruell you at 
this,or why look you vpon vs as thongh 
by ourpower or holynes we have made 
this man to. walk, the God .of Abra» 

Qu hang 


y 
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ham, &e. 'In this kind a little Chill. 
{carſe 3 yeares old playing with another 
of the ſame age on the bank of a fish- 
ond, the other to frighten this , made 

as if he would thruſt berin , and she out 
of feare tell in indeed , and was actually 
drownd before the miſchance knowne 

' or help could be given, This pond be-' 
longd and was neer to an Alchouſe 
where ſtore of Company , was at the 
ſame time making merry, and among 
the reſt the Parents of the child : to 
cloſe many times and ynexpeRedly doth 
ſorrow follow myrth at the heeles, das» 
hing the wine of comfort with the wa» 
ter of teares, ſuitable to that of the wiſe» 
man, ,, Extrema gaudii luctus occupat; 
, and thus many times is all che ſport 
| ſpoyld. The Childs taken out lifeles, 
and while they are all lamenting over it, 
the Father, who had heard much of the 
mracles wrought byS. THOMAS, 
togeather with all the . company recom- 
Woes! 5 mended 
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: mended the matter with much Deuo-« 
' tion to the Saint; and with his girdle: 
meaſurd” her to''him according ro cu- 
tome. Thus they allperſeverd praying, 
and on theyr bare knees, ſayth the Re- 
cord , till next morning without any 
Gyne of lite in the morning naturall 
| heat came into her body, motion of her 
hmbs followd that, and ſpeech motion, 
and ſo by degrees came pertectly to her 
ſelfe. This miracle was among the firſt 
which Alm. God wrough, by his Saint, 
: anditbeing noyſ{d abroad people came 


aS* _ farr and neer to behold the Child : it 


was alſo the firſt which was ſolemnly 
examind and approu'd by the Lords 
Commullioners, She liu'd till he came 
to womans eſtate , but could never be 
perſwaded by-her Parents to marry 


it, though much urgdtherto, and therfore 


was Commonly calld by the name of 
$. THO MA Shis Vingin, | 

A poore man by an yniuſt oppreſſion 
4 Qz ot 
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of his Land-lord was caſt into priſon 
and fo loaden with irons that the * 
weight of them broke his leftarme, In | 
this {ad Condition both of want and tor. * 
ment., all humane meanes faylipg him * 
he (ought diuine, and had recourſe to ; 
our Samr; making ayow that if he cur'd * 


himſelfſe would make a pilgrimage ra: | 
his Tombe. He found a propitious Pa- Þ 
tronie; his arme was farthwith Curd, | 
and he cerlong releaſd from hald;: Bur F 
alas! a'good purpoſe: is ſooner made | 
then keept ; he that fayd VOUETE 
ſayd allo REDDITE, which latter part © 
was wholly neglected by this vngrate- | 
full Chent , who now bauing obtaynd | 
what he deſyrd thought no more of | 
what he pram:{d, and o it fares with a © 
great many, The Saint ſent him a Re- | 
membrancer, and he fell into a grieuous | 
ice of ficknes , and init into apbrenſey, 
in a Iawng transport whezolt his arme | 
| | is 
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| broken againe and in the ſame place. 


Being fallen a-f{lcep he ſeemd to feeths 
moſt glorious Mother of God, and 
heare her ſaying to $. THOMAS who 
ſtood by lier , friend, help this poore 
Caytiff ; help him? replyd he; he made 
a vow to viſitt ms before this, and has 
not bin ſo good as his word, Ah, fayd 


| the ſweet Mother of mercy, he will 


come to you, help him, I pray : Let him 
then come , replyd the Saint on Whit= 
ſunday and he $hall becurdin the name 


> ofourLord. Which ſayd they both dif- 


appeard : and the ſick man relating the 


2! Viſion to the byſtanders was carryd by 
| them on that day to the Saints Shryns 
| where he found redreſs of both his 


malad yes by the interceſſion of the moſt 
glorious Virgin and the merits of the 


Saint, 


One of Staynes not farr from Lon« 
don became ſo infirme that all preſent 
judgd he could not live one houre to an 


Q4 
4 


end, 
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end, This extremity or infirmity was 
the leaſt part of his muſery : for he tound 


himſelfe haunted and obſeſs'd ouer and | 


aboue with multitudes of Diuells in moſt 
hideous Shapes which not onely beſet 
h:m, but ſome taking him by the head 
others by the feet they hal'd and pulld 
him almoſt to pieces. The poore fick- 
man halte diſtracted had recourle as 
well as be could to Alm. God, beleech- 
ing him by the meritts of his deuout 
$cruant $S, THOMAS of Hereford to 
afford ſome aſſitance in this dreadfull 
agony. And behold, while he filently 
thus recommended himſelte he ſaw the 
man of God forth with approaching 
him, and claſping his head berwixt his 
hands ſtood in his. defence againſt the(s 
wicked Spirits the greateſt part of that 
night. About break otday purr to flight 
they all vannishd, the Saint ſtill holding 
the Sickinans head as before ; who ſud- 


daialy awaking out of his {leep , and his | 


ayde 


WE 
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ayde or helper withdrawing at the ſame 
inſtant, he tound himſelte perfectly re- 


| ſtord to health both of body and mind 


by the powertull mediation of his hea«+ 
venly Champion who came fo feafo- 
nably to his reſcue. To whoſe Tomb 
thertore by way of thanksgiuing he 
with his Neighnours vadercook bare- 
fout a long pilgrimage, and there in 
each ones hearing atteſted the cure: 

To lett vs know how dangerous it 
1s to medd!e with edg -tooles , that is, to 
jeaſt profanely with the proceedings of 
Saints , making a piece of drollery of. 
what we ought humbly to vyenerate if 
we do not vnderſtand ; a youngman 
Flemming by nation and fſeruant ro an 
English Lady of quality, ( he was better 
fedd then taught) being in a Cittizens 
houſe in Hereford, among other Rail- 
lery , began to ſpeak {currilously of our 
B. Saint, ſaying , that while he hu'd he 
was certainly of a couetous humour, 


Q5 lynce 
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ſynce after his death he receives ſo, 
wany pretious guitts refuſing nothing 
that was offterd him, Whule he pre- 
{umd togoe thus on, one of his hands 
ſuddainly shrunk vpp with ſuch vio- 
lence of payne, that acknowledgin 

his fault he was forc'd before all prefene 
to inuoke the Saint for redre(s : which 
no ſooner deſyrd then obtaynd ſo cha+ 
ritable was he towards him, the hand. 
being preſently reſtord, and all as well 
as betore, But (ee the inueteratenes of 
an il} cuſtome ! shaken off, it recurrs 
againe and clings to vs ike a ſecond na-' 
ture. The vngrarefull wretch thus curd 
attributes both the payne and cure to a 
naturall cauſe, and neyther the latter ta 
his benefactour nor the former to a pu- 
nisghment of his profane ſcurrility, 
While he was vttering theſe words, ſo 
violent a payne and Contraction ſeizd 
the ſame hand a ſecond time that na 
ſtroke but one from heauen gauld cauſe 
its 
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it, Affliction gives vnderſtanding , and 
ſo did it him ; he acknowledgd the 
hand of Gud ypon him for his ingrati+ 
tude, and now hartily penitent caild 
ypon the Saint and deſyrd all the ſtan» 
ders-by , to doe the ſame. Theyrpra- 
yers were preſently heard , . his hand 
reſtord, and he learnd more watt then ta 
relapſe the third time. Let vs learne 
hence to deteſt atheiſticall drollery , 
and ſerue God and reverence his Saints 
in whome he is {fo admirably admi- 
rable. 

The nexti will relate happend in the 
perſon of Bishop Richard the {o often 
mentiond ſucceſſour to our Saint ; He 
in the firſt yeares ot ys Epiſcopacy was 
ſo ill of the tone that both Phyfirians 
and others lookd on him as a dyingman, 
nor for the ſpace of 5, or 6, weeks did 
he ſicr our of his Chamber. His Cham» 
berlane who depoſd this cure, ileeping 
one night in his Lords Chamber to be 
ready 
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ready on all exigences , ſeemd in hie | 


ſleep to heare one ſay to him, ariſe, take 


the Relique which thou haſt of S, 


THOMAS (it was the firſt ioynt of | 


þ 
> 


his right thumb , and no body betydes 
himſcite knew of it ) wash it 1n the wins 
which in a filver Cruett ſtands in the 
window, giue thy. Maſter to drink of it, 
and he Shall be curd, The Chamber- 
lane eyther miſtruſting the call and its 


eftect , or feartull that the wine might 


not be good for his Lord, diſ[embled 


the matrer nor took notice of it, chiefly 


indecd tor feare of looſing his pretious 
Re':q"e, which he deemd to pretious 
for tam to keep were 1t once knowne 
to others, The next night he heard the 
ſame call with a menace tor his-former 
negle& ; yetr he out-of the precedent 
motives forbore allo the ſecond time 2 
the night following or 3. he feemd to 
bebold our B. I ady accompanyd with 
many Virgins ail which were clad in 

white 


peat - wood.” Mia, ot be Saas 
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white andenuironnd with great bright- 
nes entring the Chamber in which the 
Bishop. and his Chamberlane repold , 
and coming neer tothe latters bed, who 
for ſome dayes before had with much 
deuotion befought her attiſtance by the 
meritrs of S. THOMAS for his Maſters 
Recouery ; fſayd to him in French, 
ſayth the Proceſs, Deynle ( that was the 
Chamberlains name ) art thou asleep ? 
he an{werd no: ryſe then, ſayd $he, 
take the wine aboue mentiond, andif 
thou doeſt it not, at they petill be ir, 
This laſt chreat made a deeper impreſſ- 
on ; andas ſoonas it was light he Com- 
municated the matter with the Bishops 
Confeſſour and Phifitian to know theyr 
judgment ypon the matter : with theyr 
approbation and in theyr preſence he 
washd the foreſayd Relique, and the 
Phyſitian gaue 3. ſpoonfulls of the ſayd 
wine to the Bishop wishing him to 
drink it ; he making the figne of the 

| Crofs 
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Croſs did ſo, tife immediately, went 
Jowne to the Chappell which he could 
not doe for ſo many weeks , heard 
Maſle, and remaynd all that enſuing 
yeare as free, as if he had neuer bin mo+ 
leſted ther with, 

I will conclude this preſent Narra- 
tiue with another depold juridically be- 
fore the Lords Commiſſioners by the 
party concernd then lining , whoin his 
younger dayes had once bin a meniall 
ſeruant of the Saint, but marrying after- 
wards liu'd at London and by trade was 
a Barber, This man vpon the ſuddain 
without any viſible. occafion loſt firſt 
one eye then the other , and both with 
ſuch excelle .of payne that it made hin 
ſeek all humane redreſs , though in 
yayne, andtry theskill of Chirurgery, 
which not withſtanding he remaynd 
3. yeares ſtark blind, faine to be ledd 
whicher euer he went and he dayly did 
to S, Pauyles Church co heare Maſs. 
Much 
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[Much diſcomforted with this accident 
he calld to mind his old Patron and 
great wellwisher $S, THOMAS now 
Canonizd a Saint and working Mira- 
cles, He recommends himlelte moſt 
earneſtly to him and our B. Lady z be- 
ſeeching her by the deuotion he had to 
her to obtayne of Alm. God a cure of 
his miſery and reſtorement of fight that 
he might againe to his comfort be- 
hold her Sonn in the Conſecrated 
Hoſt , while it is eleuated for allto 
adore, For this end he cauſd himſelte 
to be nieaſurd according to cuſtome to 
S, THOMAS, and ſent the meaſure 
and two Eyes of waxe with it to Ham- 
bleden in lincoln shyre,the place where 
our Saint was borne and Chriſtend. 
Two dayes after he found ſome glim- 
merings of light ſo as to diſtinguish im- 
perfectly motion and colour , and ther 
ypon cauſd himſelfe to be mealurd the 


ſecond time , and that meaſure he ſent 
_C | 0 
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. to Hereford, to the Saints Shryne ; arid 
ther vpon found ſuch help that within 
8. dayes ſpace he could walk any whi- 
ther without a leader, and couid dif- | 
ccrne, as hedeſyrd, the eleuated Hoſt 
*.ata Competent diſtance, The cure he 
a(crivd to the Saint, as alſo in this re- 
ſpe , the caule of his blindnes ; for 
that he in his youth when he ſeru'd S, 
THOMAS being of alooſe life and 
wanton behauiour , and chid therfore | 
frequently by him for his amendment, 
the Saint obtaynd of Alm. God this 
temporall affli&ion ( it many times giues | 
ynſterſtanding and ſuch blindnes The 
to ſee our ſelues) rowards an amend- 
ment of his ſpirituall : and he acknows- 
ledgdthat he had reahd great benefit 
thertby , and hartely thankd Alm, God 
andthe Saint for the ſame. 
It were as caſy for mee to cite ſome 
hundreds as theſe few, were it atly part 
of my defigne to {well this little Sum- 


mary 
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mary into a great volume, It doth nor 
ayme ata Reheatrfall of his miracles bur 


; of his vertues which are the nobleſt 


kind of miracles for in this corrupt na= 
eure of ours. ſo prone to vice, I eſteem 
every foule eminent in ſanctity fo many 
miracles of Gods grace working 1n it. 
And theſe miracles are more tor our 
purpole, thats, for our imitation, to 
which purpoſe if we do not apply them 
we [{warue from the purpoſe; the grea- 
teſt honour and deuotion we can shew 
towards a Saint being to imitate his yer- 
tues, aSallo the moſt beneficiall to vs. 
Miracles are good wittnefſes of SanRi- 
ty, aſcertaning vs how high the Saint 
ſtands 1n the tauour of God, and they 
ſtirr vs vpp alſo to a due recourſe to- 
wards him in our neceſlityes : but to 
profitt otherwiſe then by theyr imita- 
tion we cannot pretend , ſynce being 
aboue the courſe of nature they are ob 
js&s rather to be admird then imitated; 

pi 8 O20 
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ſett yourſelfe to a generous imitation of | 
theyr yertues and you. may probably | 
work miracles your {clte, 


XX. CHAPTER. 


6 

His Canonization , and generall 

deuotion of all vnto him both ? 

 Princeand people till this vn- 
| happy breach, . 


. 


T He multitude of extraordinary gra- 
A ces and fauours which Alm. God 
imparted to all ſorts of people by the 
meritrs of his glorious Seruant an, Bis- 
hop S. THOMAS was the reaſon 
' why the whole Kingdome follicited : 
the then. Pope for his Canonization, | 
Now 25. yeares or ther abouts were 
elapſd {ynce the Translation of his Sa» | 
cred Bones into his new, Sepulcher, | 
{yace which time the current of mira- 
= cles 
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Cles never ceaſd ; and the dayly Monu- 
'ments theroff hanging at the ſame were 
{o many Remembrancers minding them 
as much to glority him, as he was bene- 
ficiall toward them. One good turne 
requires another ; if Saints obtayne vs. 
temporall bleſſings, let vs give them the 
glory theroff : glory is a celebrious 
knowledg with praiſe ; nor can this be 
petter had in this world then' from the . 
mouth of the Church whoſe words in 
this; matter are Oracles, and her publi- 
que declaration in poynt of Sandtity a 
Canonizution, Hence it was that 
Prince and people, Clergy, Religious, 
Secular, allintere'sd alike in his fauours, 
( yertt aboue others the Bishopp and 
Chapter of Hereford ) became joynt 
Sollicitours, that as heauen had ownd 
his piety by ſo many prodigyes , the 
Church would authentically declare it, 
autorizing them to honour him as a 
Saint , who had exhibited ſo many vn= 
R 2 denyable 
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denyable proofs of SanQity, The ge: 
neralitty of the Bishops of our Nation # 
'"Concurrcd to this, and 1 find a Trans- 


{cript in the Procelle it ſelfe exhibited 


by the Procuratour of the Chapter of 
Hereford to the LL. Commilhoners, : 


which Tranſcript was ſubſcribd by the 


_— —_ TOS 


LL. Bishops , John. Arch- Bishop of 
York, Antony of Durham, Godtrey of 7 


. Worceſter, John of Landaft, John of 2? 


Wincheſter, Raph of Norwich, Walter * 


of Bath, Aluian of Bangor, lohn of Car- 
lile, Thomas of Exceſter, and was di- 
reed by themto his Holynes , contay- 
ning theyreſteem and lentiment both of 
his life and vertues, and the wonders 
dayly wrought at his Shryne; 


Vpon this and other ſuch Sollicita- 


tions 1t was that a publique Proceſs of 


the Saints life and Miracles was inſtitu- | 


ted, and Commiſſaryes Apoſtolicall de- 
pured therto the 'two Bi:hopps and 
Arch Deacon ſpecityd in the precedent 
Chap- 


_— _ ——_—_— 
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Chapter, Procuratour for the Chapter 


of Hereford was one Henricus a Schor- 
na, and Bishop Richard who beſt knew 


.* the Saint living and dying, as one that 
* was bred yader him, Confcious toall 
* his fecretts , © was the firſt and chiefe 
; Deponent. The Commiſſion took date 


the 13. of luly 1307, and was to continue 
but 4. months : which linjitation of 
time and multiplicity both of Witneſſes. 
and Miracles was the reaſon why they 
could not inſiſt 'ypon or” paſs through 
all : but as many as were examind by 
them eyther in order to his vertues or 
miracles, all Depofitions paſsd vadet 
oath, the H. Ghoſpells lying open be- 
forethem, and*they ſwearing to ſpeak 
fothing but truth, Which depoſitions 
were duely Regiſterd by appoynted No- 
taryes, reuiewd by the Commiſſioners, 
and by them Confignd vppto his Holy- 
nes and keeprt to poſterity in the Vati« 
can Library: the perafall of an avthen- 
EY R 3 ticall 


 dibly think it was on the 2..0f ORober, 
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eicall Coppy wheroff, by the fauour of | 
a ſpeciall friend and dil;gent Searcher | 
into the geſts and Legends of Saints | 
was Communicated to mee , and ther- |? 
fore I can auerr much for the vnadoubred 
truth of what | ſay, The information 
being taken as aboue, and a due returne * 
made to.the Congregation of Rites : 
whome ſuch matters concerne,all being * 
adjuſted according to forme, HIS. * 
HOLYNES lohn the22. at the in- 

Rance of our King and Prelates, pro- + 
ceeded to a Canonization, which was + 
ſolemnizd both at Rome with yſuall fe- 
ſtiualls, and to the vniverſall ioy of the 
whole Kingdome, much more in Eng- 
land, and chiefly in the Church of He- 
reford, Though the day of its ſolemni< 
zation be not ſpecifyd, yett we may cre-. | 


on which day the Church celebrates his 
yearly memory, though it be otherwiſe 
Certainly knowne, as we {ayd aboue,, | 
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that the day of his depoſition or death 
were on the 25. of Auguſt, x 

The fame of his ſandity atteſted ſo 
many yeares by a world of miraculous 
Cures of all Kinds to all ſorts of people, 
did not bound it felfe with in our owne 


Iland, but working at Sea as well as at 


'Land, and paſſing our ſtreights ir tilld 


both France and Italy as well as Scot- 
land and Ireland : and as all receiu'd a 
new accels of ioy by this new acceſs 
of honour, ſo euery one ftriue to putt 
on a new feruour of deuotion ſuitabla 
to his meritts and theyr obligation. A 
new declard Saint is like anew Starr in 


| the Firmament , he drawes as many 


harts as that doth eyes , and ifthe influ- 
ences of the latter be more viſible the 
Communications of the former are 
more benigne and obliging. A flame of 
deuotion which is continually nourishd 
with the oyle and fuell of ſucceſfiug 


bleflings necd" not teare a decreale o 
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heat, and ſuch was the peoples towards 
our Saint. ' One Kigg and two Queeny 
haue. bin ſeen proſtrate Pilgrims before 
his Tomb, nor was theyr Majeſty cuer 
more glorious]y great, then when thus 
humble before Gods Seruant : ther's 
noe truer greatnes then that,which ac» 
crues from a protound humility, Allthe 
Princes and Nobles of the Land imuta- 
red theyr example with votaryes in 
theyr hands : the greateſt Prelates and 
theyr Clergy were the firſt in this Re- 
ligious Worship , nor. was it then ac- 
counted { 2.4 Gſm or idolatry to ho- 
nour God in his Saints, How happy 
was the people of this Kingdome in ſuch 
a propitious Patrone Where in theyr 
greateſt plunges of neceſſity , they nee- 
ded onely as it were to ask and hauc ,if 


the grace were fitt to be imparted, and 


they diſpold to receive it ; his Shrine 
alone being a Pharmacopza or Diſpen= 
latory of Kegeyprs for the Cure of all 
x by | mala- 
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maladys cuen death it ſelfe. And thus 
it continud many yeares to the Com- 
mon Comfort of all, and doubtles w ould 
longer, had we remaynd ſtil} in the 
Vnion of Gods Church and Commu= 
nian of his Saints, members of that my-+ 
ſicall body which onely partakes of the 
diuine [nfluences of itts head Chriſt 
IESUS. The breach of which vaion 
broke all our happynes, and vs into di- 
viſion from our Mother the Church, 
from whome to be diuded is an vtiter 
diſinher:iting from the birthright of the 
Children. of God, ſynce he $hall nor 
haue God for his father who has not 
the Church for his Mother as wittneſs 
S. Auſtin and S. Cyprian, A moſt yn- 
fortunate breach, which as it vnſainted 
Saints and demolishid the Shrynes theyr. 
Forefathers Deuotion had erected to 
theyr ſacred memory , what wonder if 
it obſtrucied therby the ſtreame ot theyr 
fauours , it being not (itt to give holy 
R 5 things 
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things to doggs, or Caſt ſuch pearles td 
{wine to feed on. 

Yettto sþew that the Saint is ſtill in 
heauen and powertull with Alm. God 
if we were but worthy to deſerue his 
fauours, even in ourtime not many yea- 
res agoe a furious plague ſweeping all 
| before it inthe Towne of Heretord and 
threatning vtter diſtruQtion to the in- 
habicans, that peſtientiall Contagion 


receiu'd (ach a check from our Saints | 


Reliques carrydin apriuate Proceſſion, 
thar it gaue atorall ſurceaſe to the ſame, 
and ſo {uddainly, that it was afcribd to 
Miracle, ' Such reſerues of his ancient 
bountyes Alm, God is now and then 
pleaſd to Communicate, to keep our de- 
uotion on foot , and giue vs heerby a 
pledg that when he feestime he will - 
reſtore both our diſtracted Country ta 
vnity of tayth , and the current of his 
gracesto theyr wonted channel, - 

The generality of deuotion: had ta' 
this 
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this Saint may in part alſo be shewd d 
the numberles Number of Donaryes ot». 
ferdat his Tombe: nor can 1 giue my 


. Keader a more fatisfaftory atcount of 


them then by relating what 1 find ſpe- 
cityd in. the Regiſter of the Lords Com» 
milſioners. As they wereexact in all ſo 


- in this particular alſo ; and what they 


found cxtant they cauſd tobe liſted in 
aſchedule, andts give heer arcuicw of 
it will perchance! not be vngratetull : 
thus then it ſpecifyes. Inprim: a hun» 
dred and 70+. yotiue Shipps--:in f1l+ 
ver; and in waxe 44. Item diugrs ima» 
ges of filuer, ſome of the whole body 
others of ſenerall parts, in all129. Ot the 
whole body in-waxe 436. of ſeuerall 
parts very neer vpon a thouſand ; and 
among them figures of horſes, other be» 
aſts and birds 77. beſydes innumeradle 
ot eyes, cares, teeth, breaſts &c. Item 
Childrens coats ſome of ilk, ſome of 
linen to the number of 95. Three little 

Carts 
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carts of wood which the lame vpor 
theyr cure left for a monument of the 
ſame, and one of waxe, Crutches 108, 
Great Waxen Tapers 10, Webbs of (ilk 
and cloath of gold 38. They found-allo 
many Pendants,Earrings,Braceletts,and 
otherOrnaments belonging ro woemen 
many pearles and other jewells which 
were {ayd to haue bin offerd out of de« 
uotion. among which there were 450: 
gold rings, 70, filuer rings,65.necklaces 
of gold, 31, of filuer, and divers pre- 
tious ſtones... Nor muſt we omitt other 
chaynes though of iron, anchors , pi- 
kes, arrowes,1 words, fauchons, &c. 1n+ 
\ſtruments of hurts receiu'd and now 
monuments of miraculous cures. © 

And all thefe with in the ſpace of 
liccle more then the firſt 20. yeares 
afcer his Translation, and before his Ca- 
nonization. What may we conceiue 
of the whole age or two next enſuing ? 
to what a maſs would they proba! b 
; | {we 
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ſwell in two Centinaryes , when by his 


| Canonization , and conſequently in- 
creaſe of deuotion, he came to be better 


knowne and more rel:gously wor- 
Shippd, and conſequently more profuſe 
of his graces, Thoſe to whome the for- 
feyture of all did eſcheat, when of Ca- 
tholique worshipp all became Prote- 
ſtant profanation , thoſe, I ſay, could 
haue informd ys more exadly it they 
pleald : for though they loue not Saints 
northeyr Shrynes; yett they can both 
fingar and deuoure all the Donaryes 
which hang at them of what mettall ſoe- 
ver they be , withoutthe leaſt ſcruple of 
Conſcience or indigeſtion, 

According to the drift of my firſt de- 
figne heer should my Narratiue make an 
end, it being no part of my intention to 


bulk it further with his Miracles; and- 


we haue touchd vpon allthe chief paſla- 


ges of his life which haue come to our. 
knowledg. But becaulc divers particu-. 


lars 
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lars relating to his yertues could not by 
inſerted in the ſayd former paſlages; 
and that part of his-hfe, his vertuesl[ 
meane, imports vs moſt for our inſtruc- 
tion and imitation (for why do we 
writs or read the lines of Saints but that 
we many imitate them } therfore I will 
make a briefe but tuller reuiew of ſome 
of the ſayd his vertues, and illuſtrate 
and confirme-them with ſuch examples 
as I find vpon Record, with which 1 am 
furnishd by the forementiond Procels, 
it being great pitty to depriue them of 
light, 


XXII. CHAPTER, 
His Humility and Abſtinence. 
DL heginn with his humility as the 


oundation and preſerver of all vertue 
and ſanity z the ground work of 
Which all fpirituall edification, that is, 
; the 
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the Houſe of Perfeion is to be rayſd, 
Nor 1s it onely the foundation but alls 
the ciment or mortar of this building 
which giues a combynement and both 
ynity and ynion to all the parts by ma. 
king it one Houſe; and this ynion is 
both the order and beauty of the ſtruc- 
ture or whole, And in this it ſquares 
very propperly; for as the mortar not 
onely combynes , but lyes conceald and 
isnot (cen, ſo humility though it giue 
luſtre to other vertues yett it conceales 
it ſeife, carrying for its motto, ,, ama 

neſciri® loue to lye conceald. What . 
charity is in Theologicalls the ſame is 
humility in Moralls : as that perfeCts the 
former, ſo this the latter ; in fo much 
that neyther the vertue of pennance, 
nor mortification , nor obedience , of 
which S, Leo ſayth,that nothing is bard 
tothe humble , nor pouerty , nor pati- 
ence , nay nor even charity it ſelte can 


lub6iſt without humility , ſynce this 
L- 4 | along 


6 ThrTife dy geſts of 

alone can ciment vpp the breaches of 
that, according to S, Bernard, ,, Sola 
2 humilitas 1ziz charitatis eſt reparatio, Þ 
To build without this foundation is to F 
build toruine, ſynce no other without F 
this can fuſtane the Streſs of ſuch a | 
machine as 15 ſpirituall perteRion : who } 
builds not on it builds on the fuperhi- } 
ciall ſands of {elf conceypt or ſome luch 


Zuc. like; and Conſequently when a ſtorme 
6. 49, comes,and the winds blow,and the ray- | 


nes tall, great will be the ruines of that 
Houſe, as our Sauiour fayd} becaule it 
is not built on this-Rock or ground- 
work. 

It is propper to this yertne to empty 
our ſelues ot our ſelves, thar is, of felt 
Joue and felt eate, alazy humour which 
ſowes apillow , to every elbow, and is 
allwayes leaning homewards, that is, 
not to ſeek God and his greater glory, 
but it lelte,, hating to take paynes and 
vic diligence which is calld the _— 
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of good fuccels, a good iſſue ſeldom fay- 
ling the diligent. And humility is all- 
wayes [uch, nor indeed can it be other- 
wiſe, ſynce the care and follicituds of 
the humble man is not bent vpon him- 
ſelte, whome he deems vnworthy of 
any good, but on God, whole benepla- 
Citum 15 his ſole ioy , and to be accoun= 
ted a good feruant his onely happynes. 
Pride on the contrary allwayes ſeeks it 
ſelfe, as prizing nothing but it ſelfe, it 
being a meer lump of ſelt loue ; andpro- 
cceds towards God as did that man to- 
wards Iupiter, who, giuing him halte of 
all he had, eat the kernells of his nurts, 
and gaue him the shells, As humility 
emtyes vs of our ſelues ſo doth it re- 
plenish vs with God and his graces : for 
when we putt off our ſelues we putt on 
Alm. God, and where the Creature cea- 
ſcstobe, there ſucceeds the Creatour 
by a ſequele morally neceſſary in the 
order of grace ; as in that of nature, the 
5 | 5 ayre 


— 
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ayre connaturally ſucceeds the ſubſtra- 
tion of another body to hinder a vas 
cuity, For God who is every where by 
his 1mmenfity has his proppet manſion 
houle; tayth S. Auſtin, 11 the hart ofthe 
humble : but then he will haue no in« 
mate beſydes himſelfe, he will not share 


Lodgings with any one z no not eucn, 


with the Land Lord himleltfe. 

| make this short Elogium of humi- 
lty to giue the leſs: acquainted Reader 
- alictle knowledg of its worth: it was 
one of the gloryes of our Saint rendring 
him as acceptable to men as gratefull ro 
God, andit 1s expreſsly noted in his life, 
that it gott him the loue of all. And no 
wonder; for the humble man incurrs 
no body's diſpleaſure, ſynce he trenchs 
eth neyther on theyr profitt nor cre- 
ditt : he contents himſelfe wh what 
he 1s , and deeming himfelfe a meer no- 
thing he reſts in that , and conſequently 


is dencath enuy 2 wher as the proud felf 
-- touer 
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Toner is vngratefull as contemning all 
and caring Fe no body but himſelte, be 
cauſe he loues no body but himlelfe, 
while the humble all beſydes himſeſfe ; 
and to loue is the way to be beloued. 
All his Comportment was ſeaſond with 
this ingredient and catryd a ſtrong rel- 
lish of it in his words, his actions, and 
behauiour, fo thatit was a vertue , as it 
ought , tranſcendentall through all, 
This gaue him that Candour of an inge- 
nuous ſimplicity ſopropper to Chriſt.an 
Conuerfation and the Spiritt of God, in __ 
heritted from theſe ancient Patriarchs ;,” 
Jacob, Job, and the reft , pray{d by God j1 « 
in the firſt place for this; a vertue fo © 


ref1us; 


oppolite to all duplicity or double dea- ;;,, 
ling, and conſequently the Mother of 7.1, 


integrity and vprightnes as well as all 
happynes , making his tongue and his 
hart goe both togeather, There is great 
difference betwixt ſimplicity and fim- 
plenes as the world takes it , which is fo 

: 2 SO igno- 
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ignorantof this vertue, that it cannot! 
diſtingursh berwixt 1! and folly; wher, 
as 1t doth not exclude prudence but craft 
arfd duphcity. Prudence is its indiu'duall 
Companion, and therfore our B, Sa-; 
viour Wwishd his Apoſtles to 10yne the 
prudence of the Serpent with the Sims 
Plicity ofthe doue 2: and how eminent- 
ly prudent our Saint was hall be shewd 
in the laſt Chapter, This humble fim- 
plicity made him fo oblcq ious to, all 
juſt Commands ; for what teaches ote- 
dience but tracability , and rraQtability 
bur humility , the onely.diſpolition to | 
ſubjze&ion and ſubordination , as pride 
on the contrary is i's opponent, We 
haue shewd already in the 13. Chapter, 
what a loue and reſpet he had forthe 
po_ how he calid them his breethren, 

eard theyr Confeſſions. betore the 
Rich , made his table ſo open and Com- 
mon to them that tt entercaynd ſomtimes 
go, lomtimes 40, 50, yea a 100, togea- 
; : thor 
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ther ; who, as he was as poore of ſpirit 
as the moſt, ſo he lou'd like byrds of a 

feather to fort with them ; and all this 
was a refult of his humihity which natu- 
rally branches into charity , ſecking 
others more then ir ſelfe. From this al- 
fo was fourc'd his (ingular contempe 
both of himſelfe and all that is (pecious 
in poynt of employment or preterr- 
ment'; hence he reioyced {o much 
at his depoling the Office of Lord 
Chancellour , -as much , to witt , 
as others at its attzynment ; and was 
the cauſe* that his promotion to the 
Bishoprick of Hereford coſt him 
fo many teares , deſyrous rather 
to lye hidd vnder a bushell then 
be ſett in the Candleſtick of the 
Church. Hence he was cuer ready to 
pardon any delinquent vpon poynt of 
duc {ubmiſſion and pardon demanded ; 
and many times though the tault were 
theyrs, he would preuent Son by way 
9 Z Oz 


uw Tel & gud 


of example ſeeking friendship when® 
they had broken it; but to the ſtubborn) 
* and incorrigible he was not eaſily + 


concild, This yertue taught him alſg 
patience, which is ſoon Joſt admudſt the 
Croſles of this world if it be not ſuppor- 
ted by humility which fitts our shoul- 
ders tor euery burden, and perſwades 
vs we beare no more then our due: 
whence it was that without repining he 
readily receiu'd all the perſqnall affronts 
aboue menrtiond in the 14, Chapter, 
without ſo much as offering at a Retalia- 
tion cuen 1n word. | Is 
To his humility we may ioyne his 
Mortification and thele two ſuite well 
togeather, and lend a mutuall hand to 
"each other. For it is the humble man 
that is mortifyd , and the mortifyd hum- 
ble ; bumiluy by ſelf contempt making 


o 
PS 


| 
| 


way for mortification, and mortifica- 


tion aduancing humility, No man that 
is a {clt lougr will (tt ypon mortifica- 
tiog 
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I tion vnles it be to deſtroy ſelfe loue, and 
” who aymes at that belydes rhe humble 
; ſelte denyer, The advantages of this 
yertue in order to fanduy , as it makes 
one truly maſter of himſelte and all his 
pallions, appetites, inchnations, &c. arg 
very great: tor it is this ynruly and mu» 
tinous populace which giues vs all our 
diſturbances and conflicts betwixt the 
ſpirit and the flesh, while theſe ſeruants 
{ will needs be maſters , and doniineer 
r, | ouer and againſt reaſon, putting all into 


a- } a combuſtion, The Royall Prophert 7/4, 


is } andbitt, and this bitt or curb is mortifi» 
ll ? cation, they muſt eyther be hamperd 
© | thusor there 1s norulng them, They 
> | 

q 


' are like fire and water good ſeruants 
j but ill maſters; giue chew an inch and 
! they'ltake anell; but keep them short, 

clole to theyr task with in theyr 
bounds, and they't doe you good ſer- 
ice, Qus B, Saint in his light and ex- 

9 + pee 


# bids vs bind faſt theyr cheeks in bridle 3* $ * 
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xerience found all this true, and ther- 
Fore reſolu'd to keep a ſtrict hand and 
watchfull/ eye over them and all theyr 
motions ,/ready to ſuppreſs any inſur- 
Tections/n this kind, And by internall 
'mortification, which is much the no- 
bler, he prefery'd his mind in ſuch a 
peacefall calme that one could ſcarſe 
difcouer any commotion to the contra» 
Ty ; in fo much that he might ſeem to 
lve in a Region aboue flesh and blood, 
where neyther winds nor tempeſts haue 
acceſs, And this is a thing fecible 
enough ta the Seruant of God , it he 
wake it his bulynes and take .it to hart, 
yoo willingly ſeconding ſuch endea- 
ours ; and our Saint profited ſo much 
in this King, that, conſidering the e- 
quall renour'of his Converſation , one 
might ſay he eyther never had paſſions, 
which is impoſſible in fuch a liuelynes 
of nature, or elſe kept them ina per- - 
KR fubjeRion to reaſon-and vertue, 
we. 023 Ae which 
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which is no more then truth, 
Yo this interiour Mortification he 
joynd exteriour , as much facihtating 
the tormer, and rendring the flesh due- 
ly ſubordinate to the Spiritt ; a thing ne- 
ceflary for thoſe who ayme at a perte& 
conqueſt ouer them lelues ; : and this he 
prattifd in a triple kind. Firſt by hayre 
cloath and other auſterityes to which he 
atcuſtomd himſclte many- yeares , and 
even at his dearth , not contenting him= 
ſelfe with the incident ſufferances of fo 
long a journey, he was tound with a 
hayr shyrt next his body and that of the 
rougher fize. 2. by watching and ſub- 
traction of ſleep euen neceflary , ſtin- 
ting himlelte eo a yery Short pittance, 
which was muchrtele by thoſe about 
him as cutting -theyrs too $hort allo: 
yett he made this adayly cuſtome, ſpen- 
ding the remnant of the night in prayer 
and reading of H, Scripture, or other 
tugh | like pious | exerciſes, 3+ by. a 
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wonderfull abſtemijouſnes and ſobriety 
of dyett, the propper foad of Sanauy 
and refeaion of vertuous ſoules, by 
which they gather more” ſtrength and 
vigour then by the choyleſt dayntyes, 
Experience tcaches too truly what an 
enemy gluttony and fullteeding 1s ta 
deuotion ; how it indiſpoſes the mind 
while it ouercharges the body , and 
makes it think more on the fleshpotts of 
Agypt then the manna of Angells, A 
reteion is neceſſary for the recruit of 
ur decaying forces; a repletion, which 
rather oppreſles then retreshes, never; 
he muſt content himſelfe with neceſſa- 
ryes, and cuen retrench them a little, 
who will auoyd ſuperfluityes; this was 
the prayer of the Wiſeman and muſt be 
ours. 

S. THOMAS knew well all the 


mn aduantages: of a ſober abſtinence, and 
ſeris. thertore his dyett was ſo ſpare, that his 
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familiars did wonder how it could giue 
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3 competent ſuſtenance to maintaine 
life, andthis vſually. And thus much 
Bishopp Richard depoſd in his Proceſs 
ypon oath, aſſeuering with all that his 
abſtinence was ſuch , that one might 
truly ſay his whole life was a continuall 
faſt. He made but one meale the day, 
and that with theſe short Commons, 
not for want of an appetite but to curb 
and mortify it; for being askd that que- 
ſtion by the. ſayd his fucceſſour who 
then fate next him, he confelsd inge» 
nuously that his ſtamack leru'd him tor 
much more, and taking a good piece of 
a loafe in his hand, fayd, he could eaf 
all-chat and with guſt. To this rigour 
of quantity he added another of quality : 
it he taſted af any curious or coltly dish 
that was all, then made it be carryd ey- 
therto the flick or poore: his ordinary 
fare was of the homelyer fort, ſuch as 
would ſatisfy nature not pleaſe the pal- 
lat, and his drink {uitable , to wa {mall 
Calts 
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beare, He ſeldome drunk wine vnles in 
a very ſmall quantity, or much temperd 
with water; he neuer willingly drunk 
betwixt meales, and when the quality 
of the perſons was ſuch that it requird 
ſuch a ciwlity from him, he vid pretty 
fleights and artifices to evade jt , by fee- 
mung to drink when he ſcarſe touchd 
the Cupp. In his younger dayes and 
. better healch he was woar to faſt good 
Friday and all che Eues ot our B. L ady 
with bread and water , but afterwards 
when his ſtock of ſtrenght would not 
beare that rigour, by the preſcript of his 
Phyfitian he was forsbid that, and ap- 
poynted to take a little broth, In Con« 
firmation of this his temperance a pretty 
aſſage is relared by the a foreſayd Bis- 
hop Richard who then was preſent: A 
Kinsman of our Saint and his Compa= 
nion tor 20, yeares and yppwards , Wil 
ham of Albenack fitting once at tavle 
with him, when all had done and it was 
: — 


S. Thomns Cantilupe. 20s 
faking away S. THOMAS elpy'd him 
ſtill. eating ſome bread ; with which a 
Irtle turpr.zd, he fayd merrily to him 
Old man, what art thou doing ? 1 amy 


. eating, quoth he ; and why now ? re- 


plyd the Saint, Becauſe, ſayd the other, 
Lfindan appetite. What, layd S.”THO.-. 
MAS, and are you wont to eat as long 
as you find an apperite? yes, | profels, 
ſayd Willham, and all do {o that I know, 
All do fo? fayd the Saint in achiding 
tone , Marry God forbid :- I can affure 
you in very truth that for 30. yeares till 
this day I haue not riſe trom table with 
a leſs appetite then when ſate downe, 
But this latter part he wiſperd in his earg 
forbidding him to ſpeak of it while he 
liu'd : and another Rory much to the 
ſame purpole ſtands vpon authentique 
record, and both are a great teſtimonall 


et lus abſtemuouſnes and {obriety, 


XXII, CHAP- | 


LIMI 


-, 


286 . The Life (7 geſts of 
XX1III. CHAPTER. 


His diſcharge of duty rowards 
God and his Neighbour, 


H Is huwility and abſtemiouſnes fit- 
ted* and diſpoſd him rightly to- 
wards this diſcharge ; the former by 
withdrawing him trom fſelf-love, the 
latter from wordly ; and theſe are the 
great obſtructers of the loue of God, 
and cauſe of our ſlacknes in his ſeruice, 
it being certainly certaine that no boby 
can {erue two Maiſters, This Reli- 
gious diſcharge is the work of our 
whole life, and conſequently of grea- 
teſt concerne , implying both parts of 
Chriſtian duty, to Jecline from euill 
and doe good , and doe good not how 
euer but after a good manner and as be- 
ſcems ſuch a Majeſty ; for God loues 
not ſlubberd feruices \, but wil haus 

; '« chem 
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theni done as well with the hart as hand 
and tongue,or elſe they'l find a cold ac- 
ceptance. By a due complyance in this 
Kind we shew ourloueto him, and this 
complyance in our Spirituall funRions is 
calld Devotion which is eſteemd grea- 
ter or leſs as our performance is more 
feruorous or remiſs, Deuotion is an ef- 
fect ot loue, and an iſſue ofdiuine grace, 
which , if not ſourc'd from theſe two is 
not eſteemd genuine and currant, but to 
want of its graines of weight ; and this 
may be countetfeyted as well as other 
yertues, 

The ſubject of his denotion, or his 
ſpirituall exerciſes relating immediatzly 
to Alm. God were chiefly Prayer, the 
H. Sacrifice of Maſſe, his Canonical 
Houres or divine Office ; and in the 
diſcharge of theſe, he was not oneiy, 
ſayththe Record, deuout but moſt de- 
© uout, performing them with a moſt pro 
found attention and Reucrence, Prayer 

| 15 
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| is calld an Incenſe, and this inconſe by 2 
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was, | may ſay, continually offering ac-7 


T!eſ. cording to the aduiſe of S. Paule, ,, fine © 


z; imcernufſione orate, be allwayes pray». 
ing, not onely as each good work in the; 
opinion of $, Baſil, is a good prayer, 
but allo by a more neer, interiour and? 
familiar Converſation with Alm. God 
by the powers of our ſonle , employing 
them not*onely in a Conſideration ofÞ 
his attributes but.an ynion of will, AndF 
what could a pious hart purſd vpp in its 
baptiſmall grace, and confequently the Þ 
throne and Aultar of the H, Ghoſt, Sa- 
crifice to ſo diutne a gueſt beſydes pray- | 
ers and prayles ? the tormer to begg 
new ble{fings, the latter in thanksgiu- 
ing, for them receiu'd, To attend the 
more treely to this, was the chiefe rea- 
fon why he cutt his ſleep fo short and 
rife by night that he might watch and 
pray, and offer early a morning oblation 
to God and his Saints in an odour of 

| T tweet» 
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by 7 Avectneſs, killing , as the Royall Pro- 
ac phet did, inthe = of his all 
ac : prayer all , 
Ne? the ſinners of the earth. He knew that 100.8; 
Ly-" ina fſpirituall life no great matter could 

the, 1 be atchieu'd or aduance made without 
er,z* this; and therfore he made it his dayly 

nd®? bread, and was much more frequently 


od feeding his ſoule with it then his body 
ig with - Corporall , deeming it the lifts 
ot which was to animate all his aQions, 
dF We treated inthe 12, Chapter of his Re- 
ts tyrement and vnion with God, and this 
e | vnion was chiefly effected by Prayer, 
- 


and intimates a frequent and conſtant 
practiſe of the ſame euen to an intimats 
familiarity, whoſe reſult it is. 

Euen before he was Bishop he was 
particularly noted for his ſingular Reue- 
- | renceand Deuotion in. reciting Diuine 
| | office, which argues a true feeling of 
| | Spirict and thepreſence of Alm. God: 
| | in which his exteriour Compolure of 
* | body and attention of mind was fuch, 

| T that 
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that it was of greatedification to the be+ | 
hoiders. Thu+ he begunn, thus he pers ©: 
ſeuerd vmill the end fulltilling exactly 
what our H, Mother the Church re- ©; 
quires of vs for a due di{charge of that 
great funRion , andit were to be wishd k 
all thoſs ro whome this odhgation is in- © 
cumbent , were imitatours ot the ſame. |: 
He was moſt exactin the adminiſtration-!; 
of the Sacraments, and performance of , 
Ecclefiaſticall Ceremonyes , ſo mixing * 
piety with a Majeſtick grauity, that þ 
both che one and other begott a Reue- | 
rentiall eſteem towards thole Sacred } 
Ryres in them that were preſent. But | 
aboue all he was moſt ſingularly deuo- | 
ted tothe H.Sacrifice of Maſle;heer his * 
deuotion feemd to triemph and he at | 
the Aultar to be in his Center , ſo full 
was his hart fraught with pious affec< 
tions, with fuch a ſpirit of humility and : 
Contrition did he approach it, ſuch an ' 
8mplo ceſtimony heeroff did be gite by 
| a his 
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| his abundance of teares , that one would 
> hanethought he had rather , ſayth the 


Record , actually beheld the bloody Sa« 
crifice it {elfe, and his Lord and Sauiour 
therin jmmolated, then an vnbloody and 
Myſticall repreſentation of the ſame ; 
an argument both of his lively fayth and 
ardent charity. 'To indulge the more 
to theſe pious affeRtions he gaue heer 
ample ſcope to his devotion much be- 
yond the ordinary ſtint of halfe an 
houre, letting his ſoule feed at leaſure 
on theſe ſweet Myſteryes ; and Alm. 
God did ſo concurr, that he was fre- 
quently alienated from his ſenſes and as 
it were ina rapture , ſo that it was ne- 


ceſlary for the ſeruer ( who depoſd this 


' Yponioath) to cough and make a noyl[s 


to bring him to himſelfe and make an 
end of his Maſs : and this, fayth the 


* ſame , happend frequently while 
* he liu'd at Rouen, from the feaſt of 


S; Peter ad Vincula till the feaſt 
; Sl of 
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of S. Michael next: enſuing. _ 
To shew how acceptable this his 


piety in the H, Sacrifice and other ſpi- | 


rituall deuoyrs was to Alm. God , it 
pleald his diuine Majeſty to grace him 


particularly at the ſame with a fauour. |. 
which all that were preſent attributed. |; 
to Miracle , and as ſuchit was approu'd. | 


by the Lords Commiſſioners and thoſe 
that beheld it, On the fcaſt of Pente- 


RES + x1 


coſt or Whitſunday he was inuned by | 


Edmund Earle of Cornwall, a great ad- 


mirer of his Sanity, to Celebrate the * 


feaſt and ſay Maſs at bis Caſtle of Wal- 


hngford, and it happend in the ſecond * 


or third yeare of his Pontificate. While 


he was preparing and diſpoſing him- |, 


ſelfe therto by ſinging the Hymne 
z» Veni Creator Spiritus ; vpon the en- 


ronement of the tuſt verſe, a flock of - 


_ byrds in the fight and hearing of all, 


with Muſicall notes and beating theyr 
wings againſt the Chappell windowes 
| {zemd 


i 
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> feemd to applaud the Saint while he 


ſung , and he hauing ended they reryrd 


' while the Quire proſecuted what he 


hadenton'd till the end of the ſrophe., 
But he entoning the firſt yerſe of the 
ſecond they returnd againe, and while 
he ſung, both with voyce and wing 
they accompanyd him and applauded as 
before; and (oe ſtrophe atter Rrophe till 
the hymne was ended. This ſeemd a 
great Nouelty to the ſayd Earle and all 
that beheld it which were many ; and 


' to ſatisfy themſelues the better, they 


went out of the Chappe'l abroad , and 
had a full ight of them judging them ta 
be about 40, and beheld chem Coming 
and going as before, nor could inter- 
prett ſuch an vnuſuall thing neuer ob- 
{cru'd before nor after, otherwile , then 
as orderd by Godto wittnes the lanuity 
of our Saint and the acceptablenes of 


the great work he was abour, Then 


it was that the Earle in the hearing of 
| 3 all, 
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all, Bichop Richard then Chancelloup® 
of Hereford being preſent, made that” 
expreſſion cited in the end of the 18. 
Chapter of his ſingular Contidencein # | 


bo «Is 


the prayers and patronage of S. THO-F 


M A S, no leſs then in thoſe of our great : 


Apoſtle S. Auſtin, 


The lively fayth and high eſteem he 


had of the dignity of this divine Sacri- | 


fice, as it made him recolleR all his wi | 


wers and attention for its better pertor- 
mance, ſo it made him waue all huma< 
ne _reſpets when he was about it, not 
admitting any interruption whatſoever, 


noteuen from the King himſelfe,though | 


otherwiſe moſt obſeruant and ſubmiſ- 


fue to his Commands, It happend once 
that while he was ready to-yeſt, a Meſ- | 
finger came in all haſt from the King to | 


call him to Councell without delay 
ypon matters of great importance , {and 


it was his office to attend he being of | 
the Privy Councell:) What muſt the | 
ON | doe? - 


"I SR art 
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© doe ? after a short pauſe he calls the 
© Meſlinger , who was a Prieſt , wishing 


| himto tell his Majeſty, if he pleaſd, in 
* theſe tearmes ; That he was now en- 
# 'gagdinthe ſeruice of one greater then 
Z himſelfe, who requird his preſent atten= 
* dance; but whenlT haye, fayd he, diſ- 
chargd my duty to bing will not fayle 
to wayt an his Majeſty, After all done 
and his deuotions ended he repayrd im- 
mediately to Court then keept at the 
Pallace at Weſtminſter z and recewing 
a gentle rebuke for his delay, the matter 
was propoſdand diſcus'd ; in the hand= 
ling wheroff he deliuerd his aduiſe fo 
pertinently , and ſuggeſted beyond the 
reſt ſuch expedients ſo patt and fecible, 
that all without reply embracd' them as 
ſent from heauen, And the King over- 
ioyd heer with,is ſayd to haue ſpoken te 
him in theſe words : Many bleſſings, 
my Lord, hight ypon: you , and euer 
prayld and magnityd be thaf higheft 

T +4 malter 
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is that if we ſeek in the firſt pics the 
Kingdome of heauen and its juſtice, not 
fayling of our duty in that , all theſe ſe- 
condaryes will be caſt into the bargaine, 

I will conclude the loue he shewd 
to God by the religious performance of 
theſe his Spirituall obligations, with the 
deuotion he carry'd to his Saints , and 
Chiefly to the Queen of Saints the Vir- 
gin Mother. The Prouerb ſayth , loue 


me and Joue my friend ; and God fayth, 


Joue me and loue my Saints , my deareſt 
friends; and deſeruedly: for how can 
they be fayd to loue him who loue nat 
thoſe thatare one with him ? In his loue 
to our B, Lady I will comprize all the 


reſt, and although this were notedly 
great, that is, ſo great, that he was pu- 
bliquely noted for it, yett we haue not 
.much left ypon. Record wherby to il- 
luſtrate and awplify it, This not with» 

| ſtan- 


. 


maſter whome you ſerue, and long may | 
you ſ{erue both him and ys. . So true ith | 


| 


| 


JMI 


S. Thomas Cantilupe 297 


ftanding, if we may meaſure the Lion 
by his Clwe, and gueſs at Hercules by 
his foot, we haue ſufficient hynts or 
grounds both to informe and "> voi Vs 
to his imitation in this particular, I haue 
Shewd about out of authentique Re= 
cords, that in his younger dayes he was 
wont to faſt theVigills of her feaſts with 
bread and water , which cuſtome he 
continu'd till want of health diſabled 
him thertos and what greater expreſ- 
fion of a tender deuotion could he 
exhibite ? The expreſsion is as extra- 
ordinary as is. the faſt , and the faſt 
ſpeakes as much deuotion as a faſt can 
doe, and ranks it with the tendereſt, 
He chuſc her Natiuity, as I noted aboue, 
for his Epiſcopall Conſecration , recei- 
uing that ſacred Charaer vnder her 
patronage ; anddiuers apparitions of her 
with himafter death in a ioynt Concur- 
rence of both to the cure of many, 5hew 


how deare he was to her during lite. 
| 9 And 


P23 


— 


—_— ceo 
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And I find that abroad he carry'd thy 
Common eſteem of one ſingularly de- 
voted to her , and was poynted at as het 
particular client ; and this perſwaſion 
wrought ſo farr with ſome, that they 
vid it for motive of mediation to ob- 
tayne what they deſyrd, beſceching him 


: for the loue and deuotion he bore her 


to grant theyr requeſt, Andto this pur- 


pole it is recounted of one who before 


had bin of his houshold , and falling into | 


a great fitt of ſicknes for ten weeks 


ſpace, z. wheroff he paſsd leeples, tur= | 


ning himſelfe to the Saint, he earneſtly 


beſought him for the loue he boreto the | 
Mother of God, that he would obtaine | 
for him the benifite of ſleeping. This | 
ſayd, he fell into a ſlumber, and in it } 


thought he ſaw two men bring into his 


Chamber a yery fine bed , in hich | 


being layd by them he ſleept ſoundly 
and quiettly till the morning ; when 
being awakd and milling the bed, 
| thongh 
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though he was more then a little con 


cernd that it should be carryd away g 
yett neuer the leſs he found himſelfe 
quite Cur'd of his infirmity , and ypon 
the ſcore of the Saints deuotion to our 
B. Lady. | 

As for his loue towards his Neigh- 
bour, 1 had rather waue then mention 
it, as not able to treat of itin that dues 
manner I ought and it deſerues ; not but 
that it was mainly great in it ſelfe , put 
time and records haue bin ſo injurious 


| asnot to conuey the particulars to our 
/ knowledg; andin theſe things we muſt 


not goe by gueſs but certaine relation. 
Who can rationally doubt but that he 
who was a flaming furnace of loue to- 
wards God, was enkindled with the 
ſame towards his Neighbour for loue of 
God? Or he thatplayd the good Shea- 
= for 7, yeares to geather in feeding 

is lock, had not a tender loue tor the 
ſame flock , without which he bad 
prou'd 
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pn himſelfe rather a Mercenary 


yreling then good Sheapard? Or if he 


were fo zealously couragious for the | 


maintenance and Recouery of his 
Church Lands and Libertyes, would 
he not be much more {ollicitous for her 
childrens ſoulcs and 1aluation ? If he 
took her dead Concerns fo much ta 
hart, how much more would he het li. 
uing; if he were ſo charitably charita» 
ble atter death in the cure of theyr bo- 
dyes, how much more whilz he lu'd in 
curing theyr {oules! We know that he 
was alſiduous in preaching and teach- 
ing, inreconciling enmityes, in hinder- 
ing debates , in adminiſtring juſtice, in 
promoting piety, in depretling vice, in 
redreſſing abuſes, in admimiſtring the 


Sacraments, &c. but whar's all this to | 


his boundles zeale, which not conten- 
ting it ſelfe with obligatoryes would 
branch into ſupererogatoryes : and 
none of thele latter are come to our 

Y knows 


ERS Eon nr EE a. at _ 


&. Thomas Cattttlupt. 3or 


knowledg beſydes what is already [pe- 
cityd, 1 cannor-fatisty my ſelfe as to 
what I would and ought to fay on this 
poynt, and therfore I pals tothe next, 


XXIV. CHAPTER. 
Of his Purity of body arid mind. 


A Mong all the vertues which like 
{ſo many. Starrs embellishd our 
Saint, 3. ſcem Conſpicuously eminent 
aboue the reſt, andas | may ſay, of the 
fcſt magnitudes, One was his zeale and 
courage in the vindication and mainte- 
nance of his Churches Libertyes ; and 
of this we have treated inthe 15, Chap- 
ter. The ſecond his parfimony and {o- 
briety of dyett to ſuch a degree of Spare- 
nes , and mortification ot his appetite, 
that he might be fayd , as we mentiond 
zlittle before, to haue obſeru'd for ma- 
ny yeares of his life a ſtriQ Ecclebaaſti= 
call faſt ; and of this in the.23, The 
: _ ” third 


Ftb, 


* F» 


Pſal. 
$0.62 
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third was a wonderfull itinoceticy of 
life, by which he is thoughtto have pre+ 
ſeru'd the baptiſmall garment of his 
ſoule pure and ynſpotted all his life long, 
at leaſt from any mortall ſtayne ; a pri- 
uiledg granted notto many, and this I 
call his Purity of body and mind, and 
Shall be the ſubjett of this Chapter. 
This purity is that cleaties of hart 
to which our B, Sauiour affixd a beati- 
tude, and in its beames our B. Saint ſaw 
God ſo ptefent in all his ations , that 
he was ashamd as well as reverentially 
afrayd to offend him + whence it made 
him ſollicitous to walk like a child of 
light; and the Apoſtle tells vs that theyr 
journey and progreſs is in all goodnes; 
and juſtice, andtruth, Whence it was 
that the Royall Prophett delyrd fo 
much to haue a cleane hart created in 
him; for ſuch as is the hatt ſuch is the 
whole man ; and God who fo carneſtly 
Couetts our hart will eyther hauca pure 
| ons 


em 
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pnie dr fone. This is the eye of man 
which.1f it be imple the whole body 
will be lghtſome, if troubled and ob- 
ſcure, darkſome: and if the light that's 


in vs, ſayth our Sauiour , be darknes, ati. 
how great and Jamentable muſt that &: 234 


needs be, This is the reaſon why the 
Wiſeman aduifes ys to guard our hart 
with all diligence , becaule it is the Ori- 
ginall houſe of life as well Spirituail as 
Cerporall, the chiefe feat of life and the 
H. Ghoſt, whole throne it is, What is 
engenderd heer muſt be like that. of 
pearles by the pure dew of heauen with- 
out {peck or blemmish, one dropp of 
{alt water cauſes a miſcarriage : and as 
the Spouſe feeds and lyes not but a- 
mong lillyes ; ſoif we couett his Com- 
pany at bed and bord, this muſt be his 
entertainment : euen a diſcompolſd caſt 
of an eye will make him quite the 


Company; 'for Divine Wiſdome will *?- 
not enter into a malguolous foule , ** 


nor 
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nor dwell in-a body ſubjeR to Sinn? 
To this due preſeruation of the hart 
and maintenance of purity , there muſt 
be a joynt Concurrence of both the 
parts of man , body and ſoule, nor will 
the one be able to effe& it whithout the 
other, it being a reſult of both, One 
flaw ſpoyles the worth of aiewell, one 
diſtorted limb or wenn a beautifull do- 
dy; perfeRion Conſfiſts in an integrity 
of the parts and whole: and this was the 
care and ſollicitude of our Saint to com- 
byne both his in this reſpeR into a 
Common intereſt ; nor did he endea- 
uour it by fitts and ſpurts, but was the 
conſtantprafiſe of his life, and who 
euer aymes at it , his {old reſolution 
muſt be like that of the Ermin, ,, Malo 
5, mori quam fzdari® rather dye then 
ſuffer a blemmish. To cffeR this was 
the grand work of our B. Saint, as it is 
of all thoſe who intend to ſerue Godin 
ſyncerity and purity ; and to Compals 
at 


*y 


S. Thomas Cantilupe. 20g 


It the better he keept a tri eye vpon 
both and theyr proceedings , by a due 
inquiry into them, and let: tor thatend 
Watch and ward vpon all the aucnucs 
which lead therto , Iiccuring himntelts 
thus againſt all ſurprizes, by a due intell:- 
gence of all that pald, admitting the 
good rejecting the bad, By this dili- 
gence he enioyd a pertect peace bath 
at home and abroad, nor in his interiour 
did he find eyther mutiny or infurrec- 
tion ; and whoeuer will :mirate this his 
mannagement of ſuch affayres hall ex- 

erience the fame, By this wary watch» 
fullnes, and the aſtiſtance of a good Spi- 
rituall Direcrour in his beginnings or 
younger dayes, he preſeru'd himſelte (o 
yndenld both in boy and foule, the 
= of Alm. God Cooperating, that 

e deſeru'd from the ſame his Di- 
rectour in his now declining age that 
publique Elogium of his integrity which 
I meationd in the 10, Chapter ; which 


V by 
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by aduancing from vertue to vertue. 
he was ſtill Conſummating euea till 
death. 

This was one reaſon why he treated 
his crazy body ſo ſeuerely both by abſti- 
nence and other chatiſements ; knows- 
ing right well that to haue it adutitull 
ſeruant it muſt be keept vnder and at 
task , leaſt through idlenes getting head 
it become ynruly and play the wanton, 
debauching the ſoule. to its licentious- - 
nes, to which our corrupt nature too 
much inclines it, This flesh of ours is 
the worſt naturd creature ypon earth, 
a meer divell to our, and its owne vn- 
doing ; it cares for no body but it ſelfe, 
and thats the propperty of ſelf loue, 
neuer regarding what woe it work the 
ſoule fo ut can Compals its deſyres and 
pleaſe 1ts appetites : it is little concernd 
eyther for heauen or hell, creditt or dif- 
creditt, friend or foe; and what doe 
we in. pampering ſuch a one, but _—_ 
much | 
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- Much of a churlish cure which will one 


day doe his beſt ropull out our throat, 
that is, vndoe vs : the way to caſt out 
this Diuell is that which our Sauiour 

reſcribes , ,, in jejunio & oratione © 


in faſting and prayer. He added to this :7.:0, 


by way of preuention a shunning of 
conuerſation with woemen ( occaſion 
they ſay makes athiefe, and he that tou- 
ches pitch shall be defi d by it ) euen his 


" owne Siſters, as much as could tand 


with Common ciuility ; not permitting 
them to lodge aboue one night in his 
allace, and then his cuſtome was to 
= it himſelfe, and divert to ſome of 
his maunour houſes, He had a horrour 
of all ſpeeches glauncing at leuity, nor 
durſt/any in his preſence ſcatter ſuch 
ſmutry jeaſts , much leſs viter broad rib- 
aldry without the penalty of a ſound 
check: a language much vabeſeeming 
Chriſtian Conuerſation , as made vpp 
onely of the dreggs of witt, firt onely in- 
| Y 2 deed 
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deed for the mouth of a mn ogy 
d R 


not alittle iu yogue among many wor 

lings. The lotie of this vertue madt 
him conc&iue a perfe& hatred and hor: 
rour of the contrary vice , and as both 
the impious and his impiety is abomi- 
nable to God, ſo had he not onely1; 
loathing of the latter , but alſo an auer- 
ſion from the former aud thoſe he knew 
to be giuen to the ſame, nor could he 
affe& them further then Chriſtian cha: 
tity commanded, though otherwiſe hi; 


nzereſt allyes, This he made euident 


by his Carriage towards a nephew of 
his one for whome he had a great kind- 
nes ſo long as he did well, maintaining 
him in the Univerſity , making him his 
Confident, and would cer:ai:ly haue 
done very much for him, But vnder- 
ſtanding that he was become looſe of 
behauiour and not fo chaſt in his wayes, 
he totally withdrew his affe&ion, and 
though rauck prefsd to take him along 

1g 
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| In his journey to Rome , noperſwaſion 


could preuaile .; on which ſubje& he 
expreſsd himiclfe tothis effet. Theſe 
young men, ſayd he, are not now a- 
dayes ſo bashfull and modeſt as heerto- 
fore: for whrn I was ſuch a one, if a 
handſome woman had lookd me in the 
face, | should preſently haue bin putt ta 
the blush, turnd my eyes from her, (they 
are words of the Record) or pulld my 
hatt ouer them, that eyther I should not 
haue ſcen her or shee mee; but now 
things goe farr otherwiſe : nor could he 


Ever be induc'd to receiue him into fa- 


uour or familiarity, This vertue of An- 
gelicall purity was ſo conſpicuous in 
him that the Prayer vid in the office of 
his feaſt petitions by it graces from God, 
and that by its meritts we may deſerus 
to be aſſociated tothe quires of Angells 
and the firſt l:\ſon of the fame Office 
calls him Angehcus homo , an Angeli- 
call man, 


V 3 And. 


Cer- 
tamen 
forte 
dedit 
e: ut 
PInce- 
yet, 

\y ap. 
$0.12, 


\ . fittto be the conſort of ſo pure a ſoule} 


by it we gett the victory, He gott it, | 
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And the loue and eſteem he had for”? 
this vertus was not onely yerball or” 
from the teeth outwards, but he made” 
good in deed what he profeſid in word:” 
and Alm, God was pleaſd to permit? 
{ome trialls in this kind , and to giue in 
a ſtrong Combatt for the greater glory?! 
of his vitory, While he liu'd at Paris,” 
he like another chaſt Joſeph was afſaul- 
ted in the ſame as dangerously as ime)? 
pudently ; and he like him forc'd to fyel 
and leaue his cloak behind him , nor can; 


that flight by deemd diſgracefull when} 


and in this was more happy then Joſeph? - 
that he wonn not onely the Combatth 
bur alſo the Tempter into the bargaine, |; | 
reclayming herto a chaſt life from her! 
impudent lubricity , and ſo deſery'd a 
double reward. Such a chaſt body was 


— 


to make vpp an Angelicall Compound : 
and its but meet that ſuch ajewell of pu- 
rity 
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vr.” rity should be keept in a ſuitable Cabi- 
Or” nett that both parts might beare propor 
le; tion and mutually correſpond, A Chri- 
1 ſtian ought to trayne vpp his body to 
tt immortality , and labour to leaue it 
n ſuch in life and death as he deſyres 
y+; to find it in the ReſurreRion ; ſuch that 
s,”) it may be acknowledgd and ownd tor a 
-* Member of Chriſt as indecd itis, and 
-> what ashame then is it, as the Apoſtle 
© argues, to make it the member of a har- 
n> lote, Our B. Saint vnderſtood this right 
| well both as to proportion, decency, 
and other aduantages which thence ac- 
| cru'd,, and therfore he made it allwayes 
' his buſynes to procure aud maintaine a 
;, | good Correſpondence betwixt both. 
rr Now he that was ſo induſtricus in 
a the Cultivating and preſervation of his 
s body what would he be tor his ſouls 
et and Conſcience { the other's but the 
. ſeruant,this the Miſtreſs ; that butthe 
Shell, this che Pearle ; and he knew 
F | V 4 very 
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very well how to giue every one itt 
fue, Ailhe was to doe in this kind was 
to keep it to Chriſtian duty according 
to his ſtate, to cultivate it 11 piety and 
the ſerwce of God ſowing 1m 1t the 
ſeeds of all vertnes; and how he did 
this even 1n his youth , and in whata 
nice ani delicate remper he keept it, 
n-ay be kziowne by what we related in 
the end of the 5, Chapter of the vine- 
propp taken out of anothers vineyard, 
ant che 7. yeares pennance he did for 
the ſame, 

Whence we may gather how Ange- 
Iically pure that dehcate ſoule was 
which checkd ſo feelingly at ſo ſmall a 
watter, and how farr it was from har- 


bouring any great offence which deemd} 
the lealt to be {o great, Nor yett was 
it one of thoſe which flea a gnatt and; 
{wallow a Camel] according to the ex-} 
preſiion of our B, Sauionr , or ſtumbles |} 
at a ſtraw and leaps ouer a block; but} 


pars 
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ure illuminated foules in theyr quick 
fightednes can eſpye a blemmuth where 
a dimm eye of a grofler Complexion 
makes no diſcouery at all, This was 
the Conſtitution of his mind and tenour 


of preceeding when he was now in the 


flower of his youth, and nature preneſt 
to lubricity, w here nothing but the ſpe» 
Ciall grace of God 1n an eminent ſanRi- 
ty could work ſuch efte&s fo oppoſite 
to nature and aboue it. Andas he went 
allwayes aduancing to Sanity euen till 
death, ſo did he allo in purity , ſandy, 
as S, Anſelme defines out of S. Denys, 
being a moſt perte and vnſported pu- 
rity tree andentyre from all blemnush, 
and to what a pitch of eminency muſt 
he needs arrive | 1 shall conclude all in 
this, that he liu'd and dy'd a pure Virgin 
both in body and mind, 


V 5 XXV, and 
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XXV, andlat CHAPTER, 
Of his Juſtice and Prudence. 


Oth theſe. are Cardinall Vertues, 

and when I haue shewd with what 
a rich ſtock our Saint traded in them, 
I shall haue made him Confpicuous in 
in all fower, As for his temperance and 
fortitude I haue already given a charac- | 
terofthem; the former whale I treated F 
of his abſtinence , the latter of his cou- | 
rage and magnanimity in defence of his | 
Church, As to what we treat of at pre- | 
ſent, he had great praQtiſe of the former, || 
to witt Iuſtice, in both his Chancellor- | 
Ships, anddiſchargd his truſt with ſuch | 
integrity that all partyes concernd were | 
abundantly fatisfy4, And he took the 
true way to doe it ; for he ſought it, not 
himſelfe ; and made its advance his end, : 
not his owne , nor the enrichment of * 


his 
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his eſtate ; while others peruersly in- 
vert true order by taking the quite con- 
trary courſe, The ordering of this de 
pends much vpon the well or il] orde- 
ring of theyr owne Conſcience, which 
muſt be the beame of the ballance , and 
to be right, ſtandallwayes perpendicu- 
lar, inclining neyther to one ſyde or 
other but as the ſcales ſway it, in the_ 
one wWheroft muſt be juſtice, in the 0- 
ther the thing controverted; tothe end 
an ecuen and ynpartiall hand way be 
keept, It were much to be wishd that 
all diſtributers of juſtice did this; more 
indeed to be wishd then hopd for, while 
ſo many make a trade of felling what 
they ought to giue, and gratis; theyr 
honeſty becoming venall to auarice,and 
them ſelues imitatours of Iudas , who as 
he ſold hisMaſter ſo they theyr Miſtrels, 
for what are all in office but her Ser- 
vauts and Miniſters ; that which Cap- 
fivated the other Captivates them, per= 

uerts 
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uerts theyr ſenſe , and miſleads them 
from the paths of equity. This proceeds 
from being not fo well principled in 
poynt of Conſcience and juſtice, which 
goe allwayes hand in hand togeather, 
and are attended by vprightnes and ſyn- 
cerity: and thus our B, Saint walkd in 
them with the Common approbation of 
all, guided not by the diftamens of this 
world but Divine Wiſdome , by whoſs 
direRion all both Lawgiuers and Admi- 
niſters of juſtice decree and execute juſt 
things. 

Thus he purchaſd that vogue of in- 
tegrity which euery where accompa- 
ny'd his proceedings, growing vpp with 
him euen from his youth, and lo habi- 
tually rooted and relucent in all his car- 
riage , that it is noted as the prime Mo- 
tive why he was choſen firſt to the 
Chancclorship of the Vniuerfity and 


then of the whole Kingdome. And } 


Certainly ſuch an integrity of juſtice 
x 15 
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js ant excellent Cemmendatory to pre- 
ferment, as giuing great aduantages to a 
full diſcharge of truſt , and ſtrange it is 
that men do not take this way to Com= 

afs it when they ſeek ſo greedily after its 
If naturall abilityes be ſo much regarded, 
how much more in all reaſon ought ſu- 


/peraaturall ? if witt, how much more 
'vertue ? Witt withovt vertue and grace 


degenerates for the moſt part intoCraft, 
and turnes publique juſtice into private 
ends and ſelf{ceking, Euen thoſe that 
are not vertuous are great admirers of it 
in cthers, as being praiſe worthy in a 
very enemy : and ſynce no body but 


| loues to haue theyr things well done, 


and nothing Contributes more then it 
to theyr welldoing ; as they willingly 
Couet the former ſo they are forward 
in preferring the latter, Beſydes that 


| Honours and Offices are Commonly 
| at the diſpoſall of the honorable, or per=- 
: lonsof honourand integrity ; and who 


ſtand 


” 
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ſtand more cleare in theyr eye , or ats 
deem'd better deſeruing , or laſtly by 
whome are they like to haue more cre- 
ditt and tatisfation then by the vpright- 
ly juſt and vertuous? This vertue is pat- 
ticularly ſpecifyd in the ancient Leſf- 
ſons of his Office , where he is ſayd to 
haue bin ,, in juſtis operibus ſemper de» 
3» Yotus © allwayes much deuoted tothe 
praiſe of juſtice: and elswhere in the 
ſame, ,, Iura Ecclefiz ſuz viriliter de- 
5» fendebat indutus juſticia ut Lorica © 
he couragiously defended the Rights of 
his Church armd with juſtice as with a 
breaſt plate, And this repute purchaſd 
him fd 

were out of the reach of temptation;and 


he in reality ſoabhorrd any thing in its | 


adminiſtration which lookd like a bribe, 
that he was a frayd even of its shadow, 
It 1s particularly recounted that certaine 
Religious men , who had a ſuite depen- 
ding at Law , applyd themfelues to him 
tor 


uch 4 name that it ſert him as it 
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for his fauour and fartherance in the 
diſpatch ofthe ſame , and therto preſen- 
ted him with a jewell of yalue ; which 
he rejected not without indignation, 
asking them whether they thought him 
to be wonn with guifts, Theyr inten= 
tion queſt:onles was good, and aymd at 
no more then a reedeming of the de- 
layes of the Law , not a buying of it, 
which they knew could not be ſold: 
but a Iudge muſt auoyd euen ſuſpicions 
inthis kind, chufing rather to fit with- 
out a lawfull gaine then haue it with ha- 
zard of dishoneſty ; better is a good 
name, ſayth the Wiſeman, then great 7% 
riches. One in that office who car- *** © 
ryes himſelfe ſo religiously, where fo 

| many eyes are ypon him, as not to be 

taxd by any, it is a great euidence that 

he diſcharges his truſt vprightly. In the 

Vniuerſity he had the ſame Charaker, 

| and that was a ſteppto the other prq- 

motion where he gaue as ample fatis- 

| faction 
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faction by a juſt performance of his ob 


fice in promoting learning, aduancing 


yertue , exacting :/1ilcipline , redreſſing 


abufes , punishing offenders, mainta:n- 
ing priviledges , complying 1n fine with 
all poyats of duty , fo that be allo might 
Catry tor his dilcharg or motto, ,, bene 
zz Omnia fecit** he did all well, It was 
chiefly for the-eſteem they had of his 
juſtice and piety that he was made 
Chancellor of the Vniuerlity , and for 
thele particularly was he pray{d publick- 
ly in the ſame by Robert Arch Bishop 
of Canterbury , 2ffirming that in all his 
iudiciall Acts relating to the Students he 
was neyther ſwayd with tauour ot feare, 
but regulated himſelfe meerly by juſtice 
and the meritts of the cauſe. 

In adminiſtring juſtice , what he did ? 
by himſelfe, the dictates of a good Con- 
ſcience inuolably keept , would not lett F: 
hin ſwarue from a vertuous reaſon ; Þ 
and in what he was forcd to entruſt Þ 
others 


L1AAL 
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ethers with all, he burdend theyr Con- 
fciences ( the onely tye to him that 
ownes one) toa faythfull diſcharge , as 
they would anſwere it at Gods tribunal, 
When complaynts were made againſt 
his Bayliffs or other Officers, he took 
the matter to his owne (canning , and 
if he found them faulty he was not con- 
tent with punishing them , but renokd 
and. annulld what they had vnjuſtly 
done, cauſing fſatisfa:on to be made to 
the injurd partyes, When ceuer he ap- 
prehended aconcerne of juſtice in any 
cauſe he was ſo reſolute for its vindica- 
tion and maintenance, that he wau'd all 
other conſiderations : whence i; was 
that in his Law-ſvites for the Recovery 
of his Church Lands, mentiond abous 
in the 15. Chapter, though the powec 
of his aduerſaryes were formidable 


| enough, andthe iſſue on that reſpece 


doubrfull, yett he could neuer be 
brought to harken to any vnderhand 
W Came 
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compoſition , though more perchance | 
for his private 'intereſt, The Earle of | 
Gloceſter when he preceiu'd himſclfe | 


caſt in Law offerd round ſumms of mo- 
ney to lett the ſuite fall : Peter Corbett 
did the ſame on a like occaſion ; and 
Roger Lord Clifford, as knowing him- 
ſelf2 more lyable to the: Law (for he in 
time of warr had taken the then Bishop 
of Hereford priſoner meerly to extort a 
ranſome from him) labourd to redecnrr 
his publique pennance with a 100, ſter- 
ling ( a great ſumme in choſe dayes, 


bur the Saint was inflexible to all ſuch 


motions, reſolu'd to leang all to the 
Courte of Juſtice, In the publique in- 
tereſt he as Counſellour þad in affayres, 
he obferu'd that the Jewes, permitted 
then to live promiſcously, were yery 
pernicious to the State, not onely for 
counterfeyting talſe Coyne , but alſo by 
reaſon of theyr vſurarious extorſions by 
which they cat-out the eſtates of cheyr 


deb+ | 


| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
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debters to theyr-vtter vndoing, Wher 
wpon he preuaild with the King that 
ſome fitt 'men- might be appoynted to 
preach to them , and if they would fill 
remayne obſtinate , that' then they 
$hould quitt the-Realme. They vnder- 
ſtood what was doing and500, of them, 


"fayth the Record, came in a body to 


him, offering large ſummes of money 
if he would defiſt ; but they miſsd much 
of theyr mark, nor found him ike foms 
others capable of a bribe; his anſwere 
was, tliey were- enemyes to Cod and 
Rebells to fayth , nor could ever gains 
his good will but by becoming good 
Chriſtians, Y 

I will conclude this Corallary of our 
Saints yertues and Narratiue of his life 


with that which conſurrimated all into 


4 


rfeion, his prudence : this deſerued= 
b; accompany's-juſtice and-is its afſo= 
ciate, ſyncethis orders what that execu- 
tes, Prudence is ſtiled by the Wiſeman 
—__ W a the 
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the Science of Saints, a. Science withory 
which the greateſt learning 1s 1gna- 
Trance and Wiſdome folly z.and it Con- 
Gſts, ſayth the Prince of Dwines, ina 
due t-leaion of Mediums andordering 
them to our finall End,the Compalling . 
wheroft is our finall beatitude , and con- | 
ſequently Conſummarte Wiſdome. T his 
Is its great- Af or Maſter. piece, and 
from hence imparts its influence intothe | 
Common concerns and mannagement | 
of all our-proceedings , giuing thei | 
weight,and ſquaring themaccording to | 
Chriſtian vertue, This parc of Diune þ 
'Wildome grew vpp . wath our Saint | 
from his childhood ; aad that ir might * 
not degenerate into Craft-(ahand-mayd | 
Iſſue that willneeds like I{mael. Rand in | 
Competition with the Legitimate Iiaac) | 
he ioynd limplicity with-it.$p exclude all 
doplicity or double dealing , the onely * 
art by which craft thriyns.; knowing | 
gight well the- truth of zhas-Commeg 
» 10 & Ve laying | 


4 
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ſaying, ,, Prudens fimplicitas denfa feli«. 
» citas © Prudent ſimplicity fertil feli- 
City, — 8:rich Cropp is to be 
reapd thence{. It is recorded of him thar. 
he was of an eminent prudence, and had. 


* a deep infight'into all forts of affayres. 


as well temporall as Spirituall : and why 
not? the light of grace doth neyther 
dazcll nor overcaſt but rather cleare vpp 
the ſight of our judgment, and when 
ſupernaturall light is added to Naturall 
it muſt needs perfect and improue,{ynca 
an inferiour can neuer ſuffer an allay by 
mixing-with a ſuperiour, as braſs or fyl- 
ver wath gold. Whence 1 conclude that 
the greateſt Saints are. fitteſt ro makes 
the grateſt Statesmen , not onely be- 


' cauſe they are freeeſt from Corruption, 
- and leaſt {wayd with pallion and inte- 


reſt(wwa great blinders ot judgment)but 
allo for the ſingular advantage theyr na- 
turall abilityes receive from the bghe: . 


' andaſliſtance of diune grace. Whenca 
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it is obſeruable in our Hiſtoryes that in 
Catholique times Learned Bishops and 
vertuous Prelates were employd ordi- | 
narily both at home and'abroad in the 

rannagement of weightyeſt affayres : 

and who , Ipray, more knowing then 

they , or ought to be of greater -inte- | 
grity? 

' Asa generall opinion acquird by his . 
juſt and vpright Carriage preferrd him 

to the Chancellorship 6f the Vniverfity, 

fo his prudent demeanment inthe ſame, 

made King Harry the 3. preferr himto- 
that of the Kingdome, - And thouph 
vpon that good Kinys-death- at his 

owne earnelt requeſt he were licenc'd 

by his Sonn Edward to relinquish ir, 
yett he keept him ſtill of his Priuy 

Councell ; and how much he eſteemd 

his adviſe is ſeen by what we recounted 

in the 23. Chapter, Hethat could wade _ 
through the deep affayres of two Chan-_ 

cellorships and a Bishoprick , and my : 


— 


> 
+ * 
—- 


C4. Thomas Cantilupe, 327 
ſill aboue the waters of any dislike or 
disſatisfaRtion, where ſo many inke, 
muſt needs have bin ſupported with a 
great prudence. The meanes he vid 
for this ſupport was to have knowing 
and conſcientious men about him , who 
ynderſtood both what in prudence 
was to be done and would execute it 
honeſtly : "and when, all Circumſtan» 
ces duely weighd, he found that ac- 
cording to the Difates of prudence 
and Coyfcience this was to be effeed 
or that omitted, he ſtuck ſo cloſe to his 
principles that neyther. feare nor rc» 
{pect could moue himin the leaſt ; and 
this we confirm'd with an example 
in the 8, Chapter... We muſt alſo 
Conſider. the times in which hee 
bore the -aforeſayd Offices moſt vn» 
_ and turbulent, and to keep lures 

ting on fuch ſlippery ground argues 
a great.prudence and wildome : it 
argues that he cculd Maſter both 
W 4 the 
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the times and himſelfe , - not they 
him. * J : 
And now having giuen as good a| 
Character of- this vertue in our Saint ab F 
my breuity and informations will allow, | 
it 15 time to make an end; and though 1 
have ſayd lutle-in regard of what might || 
be fayd, yeteI think I fay much to its and | 
his Commendation , when-Ishew that | 
by it he orderd both his Spirituall and | 
temporall Concerns ſo, as to proue | 
himſelfe a great Saint in the former, and 
© great Staresman in the latter, In his 
declining age , eſpecially after he was 
"made Bishop, he withdrew himſelfe as 
much as he could from all worldly ems | 
ployments ,.the more to apply himſclte | 
to heauenly, and that was the greateſt 
poynt of prudence whichever. he exer- | 
<ifd , teaching him that the Kingdome 
of heauen was to be {onght in the firſt | 
place and aboue all. For. what wall it | 


auails one to gane the whole world if | 
: | be 5 
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 helooſe heauen and his owne ſoule, or 
' with what exchange will he be able to 
* redeem that-loſs? What matters it it one 


enioy allthe pleaſures of the world, all 
the treaſures ofthe world, and all its 


* higheſtpreferrments if he haue not hea- 


ven atthe end of thei ? that is to ſay, 
what matters it to cnioy heer a ſeeming 
momentary happynes , and be moſt vn- 
happy heerafter for all eternity? To be 
truly prudent is to be prudent to eter= 
nity, and ſo was our Saint, and who 
euer is not thus prudent proues himlclte 
a very foole, | 

True prudence guides to true hap- 
pynes z as there is no true happynes 
but eternall , ſo neyther true prudence 
but which leads ro this eternity, This 
is true prudence indeed, its great Act 
and. Maſter picee-'; at which all our 


\ F practical] prudence in this great wanna» 


gement mult levell as at its finall ſcope, 
and the purchaſe of all our. endea- 
W 5 uours 
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vours in this hfes 'Commetce, As | 
nothing leſs then eternity will doe our | 


work , that 1s, make ys eternally happy, 
ſo aſt weacqueſce in no other, pone 


but char being truly fatiatiue, and all the | 


reſt a! empty shadow. The prudence 


i 


, 


_ of the flesh, fayth the Apoſtle, is death, | 


% and operates it : the wildome of this 
world , ſayth the ſame, is folly with 
1.Cor, God; that Cannvt be a guide of our 
3 '7- pracecdings. Ours - muſt be refin'd 
aboue ths world and death , the ſue of 


divine Wifdome , and therfore-is calld | 


Prov, by it the Science of Saints, ,, Scientia | 
2%. ,, Sanctorum' prudentra. This Science | 


our B. Saint ſtudy's all his life long, and 
learnd mote rue knowledg our of it, 


OI" nar we 


then he did out of all the Philoſophy of | 
Ariſtotle, or [dz45 of Plato. He learnd | 


to be vertuous), to keep a good Con- 
ſcience , his duty-rowards God , his 


Neighbour, and-himſelfe , tro ſubdue | 
ſenſe to reaſon , and the whole man to | 
| | the |. 
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the Obedience of the Divine Law, He 
learnd to preferr a (oiid happynes before 
a ſeeming one, eternity before rime, the 
'- C{oule before the body , and God and his 
'Seruice aboue all, Chriſt our B, Saui- 1: 
our ſends vs tothe Serpent to learne this 10.16, 
| prudence; and it teaches vs a twofold: 
| to expolſ& the whole body to ſave the 
head, the ſeat of life; and fo muſt wee 
all our externall goods, body and all, for 
| the preſervation of our fayth and iafety 
* ofoar Soules, The Serpent, ſay Natu- 
raliſts, ſtopps one eare with its tay]: the 
other it clapps cloſe to the ground, fo 
'to become deafe to charmes and en- 
chantmenits z and prudence bidds vs 
| © imitate this amidſt the enchantments of 
© Sinnfullpleaſures, ( according to that of 
the 57. Plalme ) to which our Corrupt 
nature inclines . Common errours lead 
the way, Cuſtome like a torrent carry's 
vs head long, and engyults vs in a fea of 
Spirituall Miſeryes, To thele two we 
| may 
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may add a third ; and it is, that the Ser- þ 
pent by forcing her paſſage through a | 
narrow Cranny ſtripps her ſelte ot het 
-old coat and togeather of her old age 
and ſo becomes young. Wee by en- 

Zuc. deauntring , a$ our Sautouraduiſes , to 
'3-24: enter by the narrow gate may eſte the 
ſame, and, ſtripping our felues ot inve- | 
rerafe habitts , putt ona newnes of |:f;, 
Let vs learne at leaſt ro auoyd groſs mis- 
takes againſt prudence, it we cannot all, 
Euen Common prudence bidds vs. fe- 
cure the mayne Concern when we 
cannotall particulars , it being accoun- | 
ted no indifcretion to hazard ſomething 
to faue the whole. What is our main | 
Concern but our Soule ? if we looſe | 
that we laole all/; to venture a lmb to 
fave our l:te 1s a'd1&ate of nature; and 
ro ex{pole both body and eſtate to laue 
our Soule is a Certain Maxime of grace, | 
If we muſt quitt eyther a leaſe tor life, /} 
© 44 inhereritgnce , it would be deemd |} 
madney | 
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madnes to part with the latter to ſecure 
the former, this being as much. in its 
Kind as to exchange pearles tor peebies 
and gold for Clinquant ; and,is the fame 
when cuer Soule and body, time and 
eternity , heaven and this world come 
into Competency. To make heer a 
right EleQion is the part of prudence; 
and our glorious S, THOMAS both $d 
it and teaches vs to doe it, and of all the 
vertuous leſſons of his whole hte none 
then this is more important, none more 
prudent, God in his grace and hghr 
give vs ſtrength ro wake the lame re- 
{olues, and execure them with an equall 
fidelty. Amen. 
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